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Voll CEE DEX July 29, 1955 No. 5867 


NEWS SUMMARY 


KENT COUNTY COUNCIL have struck the names of 41 firms 
off their approved list of contractors because the firms have 
failed to signify that they will not follow restrictive practices. 

pe Vf! 


EDINBURGH TOWN COUNCIL have approved bold plans 
for the development of Edinburgh University in the George- 
square area. p. 172 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING called for “a war on ugliness 
in every form” when he presented the 1955 housing medals 
and diplomas at the RIBA last week. p. 179 


PROFESSOR A. E. RICHARDSON, PRA, in an address to 
the LMBA on the rebuilding of London declared that economy 
and efficiency have played too great a part in suppressing 
artistry . . . °° But the most awe-inspiring thought of all is 
that architecture is no longer considered to be an art.” p, 187 


THE CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER has called for 
all-round reductions in capital expenditure which are likely 
to affect housing and other forms of building. p. 191 

AVERAGE INCREASES IN STEEL PRICES of 5 per cent. 
have been announced by the Iron and Steel Board. p. 202 





ENGLISHMEN’S CASTLES 


[7 would be idle to disguise the fact that an improve- 

ment in the number of homes built by private enterprise 
in recent years has been accompanied by a corresponding 
falling away in standards of architectural design. History 
thus repeats itself, and the rash of ugliness which developed 
on the face of England with the advent cf the speculative 
house-builder after 1919 now breaks out again: no one 
who passes through the outskirts of any sizeable town can 
fail to notice the outcrop of characterless speculative 
estates which are springing up. True, the design clichés 
are not always the same as those in common use between 
the wars, but the degree of insensitivity seems unchanged. 

Why should this be? Decent housing derives from four 
main founts: siting and landscaping, appearance, internal 
planning, and construction. All these should be held in 
equal importance by those principally concerned with the 
building of houses—the local authority which approves 
plans, the architect, the builder, the house purchaser and, 
not least, the agency (usually the building society) which 
advances the purchase money. In fact, only the architect 
is interested in all four aspects of good housing, yet it 
is he who least often is called in to advise. 

Of the many reasons advanced for this failure to use 
the expert’s services, two are outstanding: (a) a lack of 
aesthetic appreciation by house-purchasers who, in general, 
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do not care what their houses look like so long as they 
are conveniently planned, are not too dissimilar from the 
Jones’s next door, and bear no resemblance whatsoever 
to the well laid-out and designed Council estate across 
the road; (b) a general disinterest in housing on the part 
of the architectural profession which, certainly in so far 
as single houses are concerned, scarcely troubles to conceal 
its view that they are more trouble than they are worth. 
These two factors, to which admittedly there are excep- 
tions, together produce a third—a determination on the 
part of the speculative builder to dispense with architec- 
tural consultancy and to design his own houses, making 
them appeal through price, convenience and a variety of 
* selling points,” these last being usually chromium-plated. 

Is there a cure for the disease? The obvious one 
that no plan for a single house or an estate of houses 
should be passed by a planning authority except where 
prepared and signed by a registered architect—is a remedy 
which the Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
for reasons which it considers to be good and sufficient, 
is not prepared to advocate. Improvement must be 
secured, it is clear, by means of persuasion rather than of 
compulsion. In this way the Ministry itself is playing 
a useful part in organising the annual Medal awards for 
new housing and conversion work in which architects and 
builders shall have associated. The RIBA circulate 
exhibitions designed to press home the point: local 
amenity groups are active in seeking improvement in 
housing design. The industry, through the National 
House-Builders’ Registration Council, is seeking to per- 
suade the home-purchasing public of the advantages of 
buying only those homes which carry the Council's certifi- 
cate that the house has been well designed and well built. 
Yet, in spite of its efforts, it was reported to the NH-BRC 
annual meeting last week that of approximately 90,000 
houses built by private enterprise last year only one-eighth 
were so certificated. It is clear that methods of persuasion 
must be slow, and meanwhile England’s face is being 
irretrievably ruined. Is there a more effective way open? 

We think that there is, and that it lies in the most effee- 
tive direction of all—through the attachment of a cash 
value to good design and construction. The proposal is 


simple, that building societies and authorities which 
advance purchase funds under the Small Dwellings 


Acquisition Act should advance a higher proportion of the 
capital sum to those wishing to buy houses designed by 
architects and built to certificated standards. In so far 
as building societies and other agencies which advance 
money lend it against security, this proposal makes sense, 
unless it be contended that. as all cats are grey at night, all 
houses however designed and constructed offer an equal 
degree of security. 

The Minister of Housing, Mr. Duncan Sandys—who, we 
are glad to note, told his audience at the Housing Medal 
Awards presentation last week at the RIBA that he pro- 
poses shortly to seek the views of commerce, industry. 
local authorities and the architectural profession on ways 
and means of improving civic amenity-—could give a lead 
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PARIS. From a pen and wash drawing by Violet Martin, ARCA. 


in this direction by permitting local authorities to increase 
the amount of advances under the Small Dwellings 
Acquisition Act under specified conditions. The building 
societies, who notoriously have failed to take advantage of 
their opportunities and responsibilities to improve the lay- 
out and appearance of the houses on which they make 
advances, would undoubtedly follow suit. In this way, 
the house-owning public would not fail to take advantage 
of the cash concession made to good design and construc- 
tion. 

We hope that Mr. Sandys, who during his tenure of 
office as Minister has shown himself to be vitally con- 
cerned with visual amenity, will consider this proposal. 
There is good precedent for it in Canada where the principal 
housing authority, the Central Mortgage Housing Corpora- 
tion, operates on much the same basis by having two types 
of loan available to prospective home owners—a_ basic 
loan and a higher loan, the latter being available where 
certain conditions of price, construction and design apply.* 

To sum up, it must be clear that ordinary methods of 
persuasion to seek improved housing design have failed, 
as they failed between the wars. Some other means must 
be found to persuade those who build and those who buy 
houses to take interest in visual values: the method out- 
Jined in principle above seems, prima facie, to deserve 
examination, and we commend it as such to the Minister. 


* Further details of the CMHC method of working will be found in ‘* The 
Builder *’ of July 7, 1950. 
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WAR CEMETERIES IN NORMANDY 


BOUT a year ago the Imperial War Graves Commission 

published, under the title “ Their Name Liveth,” a book 
of photographic illustrations of war cemeteries and 
memorials of the Commonwealth and Empire, with 
a foreword by the Duke of Gloucester. To coincide with 
the unveiling by His Royal Highness, on June 5, of the 
Bayeux Memorial to the Missing, there was issued the 
first part of a second volume,* containing views not only 
of the memorial but of many of the cemeteries where the 
dead of the Normandy campaign of 1944 lie buried. A 
few illustrations of cemeteries of the 1914-18 war are also 
included. The Commission hope to publish later two 
further parts covering the cemeteries of the Dunkirk period 
and of the campaigns in Belgium and Holland. 


The present book includes a foreword by the Duke, 
together with an article on the work of the Commission, 
an essay, by Captain Cyril Falls, on “ The Graves of Two 
Wars in France,” and notes on the cemeteries and 
memorials illustrated. There are 29 photographic views, 
beautifully reproduced in photogravure. Chief architectural 
interest is found in the Bayeux Memorial, which has been 
designed by “Mr. Philip Hepworth, FRIBA, principal 
architect of the war cemeteries in Normandy. Classical in 
design, it consists of an open “ colonnade” terminating 
at each end in pedimented pavilions, one of which contains 
a dedicatory inscription in English and French. — The 
* colonnade ” is actually a series of four narrow cross walls, 
on the wide inner faces of which the 1,837 names of those 
“to whom the fortune of war denied a known and 
honoured grave” are recorded. The memorial has that 
serene dignity which is found perhaps only in the classic 
style, sensitively handled. The Latin inscription carved 
on the frieze of the memorial, Nos a Gulielmo victi victoris 
patriam liberavimus (official translation, ‘* We, once con- 
quered by William, have now set free the Conqueror’s 
native land”), was an inspiration, stirring thoughts of 
racial connections, of our mutual dependence, and of the 
strange vicissitudes of history. 


All the cemeteries illustrated, though differing in the 
character of their sites, in layout, architectural treatment, 
patterning of trees and gardening, have a certain resem- 
blance due to the uniformity in size and regularity in 
arrangement of the headstones, and to the inclusion of 
those two solemn memorial features, the Cross of Sacrifice 
and the Stone of Remembrance. One notices particularly 
how well buildings in a variety of traditional themes are 
adapted to their different settings. Simple Classic arches, 
arcaded or colonnaded pavilions with pitched roofs, per- 
golas, trilithons in orderly sequence, shelters of homely 
summer-house character—all seem exactly right. 


The building materials vary with the locality — here 
ashlar masonry is used, there rubble stonework, elsewhere 
brick or perhaps flint with hammered rubble dressings, 
with tile or slate for roofs. Great care is taken with the 
planting to produce dignity and harmony of effect. Head- 
stones mostly stand in narrow borders, with polyantha 
roses and small perennials growing in a setting of grass 
paths and lawns. The names of trees, shrubs and flowers 
planted conjure up a picture of visual beauty that mono- 
chrome reproductions can no more than hint at—among 
them yew, silver birch, Scotch pine, juniper, oak, ash, alder, 
flowering crab-apple, chestnut, willow, jasmine, catmint, 
columbine, clematis, wistaria, cyclamen, magnolia, honey- 
suckle, lavender. 


The newer cemeteries still look a little bare, but that is 
something that will be corrected by time and the constant 
attention of skilled and loving hands. 


* Imperial War Graves Commission, High Wycombe, Bucks. Price 5s. 
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Notes of the Week 


ELECTORAL APATHY 


§eCOREENG to the current issue of 
the RIBA Journal, only 4,687 valid 
envelopes were received in the recent 
council Election (123 envelopes were 
invalid). In other words, only about 28 
per cent. of the membership (16,300) took 
the trouble to vote. The proportion was 
the lowest for many years. 

It is difficult to account for this 
apathy. Some of the Associates might, 
perhaps, have been expected to refrain 
from voting to mark their displeasure at 
the outcome of the recent agitation for a 
trade union, but Fellows and Licentiates 
also abstained in large numbers. 

There is much criticism of the RIBA, 
as there is bound to be of any organi- 
sation Whose membership is not precisely 
homogeneous: but it is rather inconsistent 
to criticise and then ignore the means by 
which one can most effectively express 
one’s views. 

BUILDERS STRUCK OFF LIST 

KENT BUILDINGS COMMITTEE have 
announced that 41 firms have been struck 
off the Kent County Council’s approved 
list of contractors because they have 
failed to signify that they will not follow 
restrictive practices in regard to tendering 
procedure. 

Of some 469 firms on the County 
Council's approved list, one has declined 
to accept the condition and 40 others 
have failed to send in a reply. These 41 
firms have been taken off the list. If at a 
later date any of these firms should 
signify their willingness to accept the 
condition, the question of restoring their 
names to the approved list will be con- 
sidered at the appropriate time. 

By taking this decision, the Kent 
County Council, who were poner in 
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drawing attention to such restrictive 
practices in the building industry before 
they were referred to the Monopolies 
Commission for investigation, are prob- 
ably the first local authority to take such 
determined action to end these practices. 
Other authorities are, however, following 
suit, and Lewisham MBC and Stockport 
Corporation are now to require tenderers 
to sign similar declarations. 
TEXTILE MURALS ON VIEW 

UNDER the title “Mask and Effigy,” 
Michael O’Connell is showing at the 
Crafts Centre 16 of his Textile Murals 
ond Curtains, which could equally well 
be called mural textiles, or even wall- 
hangings. These are inspired by a recent 
extensive African visit, during which he 
found many ideas for his designs: these 
are the first fruits shown here, though 
he held an exhibition last spring in 
Johannesburg, writes Basil Marriott. 

Michael O'Connell will be remem- 
bered, however, for his “Counties ” tex- 
tile at the South Bank during the Festival 
of Britain, and other commissions range 
from large-scale hangings for churches, 
schools, hospitals and restaurants to a 
proscenium curtain for the Stratford 
Memorial Theatre and those for the 
Reception Hall of the “ Time and Life 
Building. Those at the Crafts Centre are 
naturally strong in colour and sitmple in 
composition and motif, but they pleas- 
antly avoid any condescending adapta- 
tion of native art, being rather a “ dis- 
tillation ” of the primitive. The method 
itself is a development of an ancient 
traditional technique, and dictates the 
design to some extent. 

This work is of particular interest as 
a useful addition to the range of “* work- 
ing * decoration for bigger modern build- 
ings, the method and media being well 
suited where industrially produced repeat 
designs might be all-overish and trivial 











GAS WORKS AT OXFORD.—A new gas works for the Southern Gas Board is to 


be built on a virgin site at the Cowley 


New Works, Oxford. 


The scheme has been 


designed with special reference to views expressed by the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission, who have approved the final design as illustrated. The architects are Messrs. 


C. A. Farey, Son and Adams. 


The general contractors are the Woodall-Duckham 


Construction Company, Ltd., who will be responsible also for the gas-making plant. 
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in effect—to my mind, a case in which 
the one-off craftsman’s original is com- 
pletely vindicated by comparison with 
the no less respectable mass-product. 
From that point of view, but bearing 
in mind the specific provenance of the 
designs shown, the exhibition (at 16-17, 
Hay Hill, W1, until August 6) is well 
worth a visit by architects and others. 


PLANNING SUMMER SCHOOL 


AN interesting and varied programme 
has been arranged for the town and 
country planning summer school which 
is to take place this year from August 
22-27 at Cambridge University. The pro- 
ceedings will, as usual, be under the 
auspices of the Town Planning Institute 
and the chairman for all sessions will be 
the president of the school, Sir George 
Pepler. 

The opening address on 
of a Civic Conscience ” 
by Mr. F. R. Salter, OBE, MA, Warden 
of Madingley Hall, and the following 
papers will be read : — 

“Development and Planning in West 
Africa,” by Mr. A. E. S. Alcock ; “Air 
Transport,” by Mr. Peter G. Masefield ; 
“ The Town Plan for Cambridge: Pros- 
pect and Retrospect.” by Sir William 
Holford, Professor H. Myles Wright and 
Mr. W. L. Waide: “Problems of the 
Relocation of Industry with reference 
both to the Human and Economic 
Factors,” by Mr. C. H. Cuttriss; and 
‘Planning Aims and Machinery,” by 
Mr. Peter J. O. Self. 

In addition, discussion groups will be 


“ The Growth 
is to be given 


formed and they will consider such 
matters as 1. Financial aspects of land 
use planning. 2. Roads and_ traffic. 
3. Problems of development control. 


4. The report of survey. 


JOB PRESIDENT RE-ELECTED 
Mr. F. LESLIE WALLIS, OBE, JP. has 


been re-elected President of the Institute 
of Builders. 


RIBA 


Maintenance Scholarships in 
Architecture 
THE Royal Institute of British Architects 
announce that the following Maintenance 


Scholarships have been awarded for the year 
1955-1956: 





An RIBA Howe Green Fourth and Fifth Year 
Maintenance Scholarship «¢ 40 per annum awarded 
to Mr. A. Ellison of Brad 1. 

An RIBA Fourth and fth Year Maintenance 
Scholarsh P of £60 per annum to Mr. C. E. Hanley 
of Wellington, Salop 

The Ralphe Knot tt Memorial Maintenance Scholar- 


ship of £45 per 
Bedford 

The Maintenance Scholarships previously 
awarded to the following candidates have 
been renewed: 


annum to Mr. D. C. Sharp of 


Mr. D. S$ 
ture. Robert 
Houston 
annum) 

Mr. B. E. Clack 
Po tec lic, e 


Bremner (Aberdeen Schoo of 
Gordon's 
Maintenance 


Architec- 
Technical College—RIBA 


Scholarship of £125 per 


(School of Architecture. The 
London—RIBA Houston 
p of £125 per ann um). 

(Department of 4 ture. 
RIBA Houston M intenance 









Scholarship of £ if 

Mr. W. B Sidne!l Bartlett School of Architecture. 
University of London—RIBA Houston Maintenance 
Scholarship of £125 per annum). 

Mr. D. M. Smith (Schoo! of Architecture, The Poly- 
technic. Regent-street. London—RIBA Houston 
Maintenance Scholarship of £125 per annum) 

Mr. P. G. Wentworth-Shields (Architectural Asso- 
ciation, School of Architecture—The Builder Main- 
tenance Scholarship of £75 per annum). 
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A sketch by Mr. Spence, showing how the skyline would appear if new buildings forming an extension of Edinburgh Uni versity were 


erected on the George-square Site. 





The south side of George-square with new buildings on the right, as visualised by Mr. 
Spence. 





The west side of George-square showing the proposed extension of buildings of the 
medical school by Mr. W. N. W. Ramsay_in the background. 


Edinburgh University: 
Development in 
George Square Area 


Consulting Architect 
BASIL SPENCE, OBE, ARA, ARSA 


OLD plans for the development of 

Edinburgh University in the George 
Square area which envisage an extension 
of the medical building raised on a 
colonnade with arches and courtyards 
making a gateway to the heart of the 
university were approved by Edinburgh 
Town Council, on July 21, by 34 votes to 
16. Sketches of the proposed develop- 
ment have been made by the consultant 
architect to the university, Mr. Basil 
Spence, OBE, ARA, ARSA, FRIBA. 

In submitting the outline of the scheme 
to the planning committee Mr. Spence 
said a vista would be created compar- 
able with Cambridge. The purpose of 
the colonnade was to enable students to 
filter through from the Meadows into the 
heart of George Square. “If we can 
amend the medical building so that 
students can continue on foot through 
successive courtyards right up to the 
McEwan Hall, then we have a chance of 
getting a co-ordinated scheme with a 
heart.” George Square and the Meadows 
would be the university’s garden front. 
The central feature would be the univer- 
sity library on the south side of the 
square. 

At the meeting the committee also 
agreed that subject to modifications 
which would “ humanise ” the building a 
start should be made this year on the 
first part of the extension to the medical 
building. This is to the design by Mr. 
W. N. W. Ramsay, the Glasgow archi- 
tect, which won the National Architec- 
tural Competition. 

The plans for the development ol 
George Square were submitted person- 
ally by Sir Edward Appleton, Principal 
and Vice-Chancellor of the university. 
who said that a grant of £250,000 towards 
the cost of erecting the new medical 
building had been offered by the Univer- 
sity Grants Committez, but only over a 
certain period. If there was undue delay 
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they would lose the opportunity. He 
called the conditions the Corporation 
inposed—"* deemed _ reasonable — and 
yally accepted and observed by the 
yniversity.” Among these were that the 
heme of building must be architectur- 
ly consistent and harmonious with the 
other three sides of the square. The 
yniversity was also to undertake to con- 
sider an alternative scheme or schemes 
which did not contemplate destruction of 
faade of the other three sides of the 
square. on 

In its negotiations with the town on 
this subject the university had taken the 
view strongly supported by its consultant 
architect that the plans for the first stage 
submitted in April could stand by them- 
ylves aS an appropriate beginning to this 
large building whatever the development 
of the remainder might be and whatever 
form the ultimate development of George 
Square might take. 

In considering the plan they had been 
keenly alive to the architectural and his- 
wrical value of George Square and had 
invariably approached their problems 
with the intention and hope of retaining 
asmuch as possible of the existing square. 

The new proposals envisage that the 
west side of the square with its 18th- 
century Georgian buildings will be 
preserved. Sir Edward suggested that the 
architect engaged on restoring the Royal 
Mile (Robert Hurd)—he did not mention 
him by name—might be called on to 
adapt these buildings for use by the uni- 
versity. It will be recalled that Mr. Hurd 
was one of those who stressed the im- 
portance of preserving the square’s archi- 
tecturally valuable buildings. 

The other sides of the square are 
envisaged as follows: On the north side 
the university would go ahead with the 
extension to the medical building which 
is in harmony with the 18th-century 
architecture. A further extension would 
be the building raised on a colonnade. 
The other two sides would be occupied 
by contemporary buildings, sketches of 
which have been drawn up by Mr. 
Spence. 

The plans are for development over 
the next 50 years. 

The house in George Square which 
was once the home of Sir Walter Scott 
and which at one time it was suggested 
should become a Scott museum has 
been bought by a retired Scottish minis- 
ter, the Rev. lan Simpson. Mr. Simpson 
believed that James Brown who built 
the square was an ancestor of his, and 
feels that he should return to the house 
Where his grandfather was born and his 
great-grandfather lived for 25 years. The 
house, No. 25, would require to be re- 
purchased by the university, who were 
interested in it when it was on the market 
but failed to secure it, if they are to carry 
through their plans. 


HIGHER TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
A bulletin of special courses in higher 
technology, including management studies 
and commerce, for the autumn term, 1955- 
56, may now be obtained, price 1s. 6d., from 
the Loadon and Home Counties Regional 
Advisory Council for Higher Technological 
Education, Tavistock House South, Tavi- 
stock-square, WC1. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
Government Building: Uganda 


YHE Government of Uganda invites 
architects registered in the United 
Kingdom or East Africa, or corporate 
members of the RIBA in East Africa, to 
submit in competition designs for a new 
Legislative Council Building comprising 
a council chamber and ancillary offices, 
to be erected in Kampala. A preliminary 
announcement of the competition 
appeared in The Builder of July 1. 

The assessor of the competition is Mr. 
H. Thornley Dyer, FRIBA, AMTPI. The 
promoters have also appointed Mr. K. 
Begg, FRIBA, Chief Architect, Public 
Works Department, Uganda, and Mr. 
G. T. Bragg, AMIMunE, ARICS, Town 
Engineer, Kampala, to act in an advisory 
capacity to the assessor. The premiums 
are: £750, £500 and £250. 

The closing date for sending applica- 
tions for conditions is August 20, 1955, 
the last day for questions August 31, 
and the last day for submitting designs, 
January 21, 1956. Conditions may be 
obtained from the Clerk of the Legislative 
Council, PO Box 2278, Kampala, 
Uganda, E. Africa. A deposit of three 
guineas is required (by cheque or 
banker’s draft, made payable to the 
Uganda Administration). 

The site is surrounded by three-storey 
offices along Grant-street and a_ two- 
storey block of broadcasting studios with 
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lattice aerials opposite the north-east 
corner of the site facing Coryndon-road. 

With the exception of the prescribed 
building line 25 ft. from Grant-street road 
reserve, there are no town planning re- 
strictions on the development of the site. 
Under Government regulations, how- 
ever, the minimum floor-to-ceiling height 
of habitable rooms is 10 ft., and habitable 
rooms must have cross-ventilation. 

The conditions state that the majority 
of important buildings now being erected 
in Kampala are constructed with rein- 
forced concrete frame and floors with 


brick or precast concrete block in- 
filling. Local bricks are not considered 
to be suitable for facing work. 
Concrete blocks are manufactured 


41 in., 6 in. and 9 in. thick. The cus- 
tomary finish to external walls of colour- 
washed cement plaster is not regarded as 
adequate for the proposed new building, 
especially for the main frontages. Exter- 
nal finishes involving low maintenance 
expenditure are required. Reconstructed 
stone, terrazzo, faience, coloured render- 
ings are worthy of consideration. 

For windows, steel would be suitable, 
or hardwood. Mvule and mahogany are 
customarily used for joinery. Floors are 
generally finished with hardwood blocks; 
terrazzo is often used; while marble may 
be considered for special purposes. Roofs 
are generally either concrete covered with 
asphaltic or bitumastic materials, or 
pitched and covered with clay tiles. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE APPRENTICE AND NATIONAL 
SERVICE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


~I1R,—During the period of indenture, 

an apprentice is given the protection 
of being able to follow his training un- 
interrupted by military service until the 
terms of apprenticeship have ended 
(normally five years) by granting what is 
known as “deferment.” During the 
period of apprenticeship the parent, rep- 
resentative and “ master ” co-ordinate to 
provide an all-out interest to produce 
the first-class craftsman needed to give 
“new blood” to the building industry. 
Great importance is attached to the need 
for day and evening classes, and periodic 
reports are published showing to those 
interested the degree of progress attained. 
Under pre-1939 conditions, the “new 
blood * product would become absorbed 
into the building industry without any 
great delay. 

Let us look at what happens to-day, 
and recite a case in question. In April 
last, an apprentice, age 20, completed his 
apprenticeship as joiner and carpenter 
and was presented with his indentures. 
He was, of course, proud that at last 
he was a craftsman and would soon reap 
the benefits of the many years spent in 
training. He was interviewed by the per- 
sonnel and welfare manager of his firm, 
who was able to obtain some definite 
views relating to the coming period of 
national service and especially its appli- 
cation and effect on his trade. It was 
very clear also that the lad, when he saw 
the Service authorities, was going to stress 
his desire to follow his trade. 

Now he did explain all the foregoing 
to an officer at an interview, and he was 
given a choice of two regiments, the 
Royal Engineers and Royal Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers, being told 
that either regiment would offer oppor- 
tunities to carry on with his trade, 
enabling him thus to get added experi- 
ence for himself and give to the State 
the benefit of a fully trained joiner and 
carpenter. What happened ? The lad in 
question was not placed in either regi- 
ment previously suggested io him, but 
was drafted into the Royal Army Service 
Corps as a clerk. Further interviews and 
requests were made, but without result. 
And so the boy, our “ new blood” car- 
penter and joiner, finds himself not only 
with a number but a complete new trade. 

“What damage will have been done by 
this sudden change from manual to men- 
tal work ?”’ 

“Will he be able to fill in the gap 
brought about by this change ? ” 

“What value does he now place on his 
indenture ? ” 

“Will he still be expected or interested 
to return to his old craft and the building 
industry ? ” 

“Is the apprenticeship plan 
plete?” 

The parent of an apprentice does appre- 
ciate the National Apprenticeship Scheme, 
and is thankful to those who have taken 
interest in producing another craftsman. 
What is difficult to understand is the lack of 
interest and planning that follows the finish- 
ing of training. The apprentice himself feels 


incom- 
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that he should rank with other tradesmen, 
and not be “planted” into another trade. 
Here the rot sets in, and who can we blame ? 

It is perhaps true that the building industry 
would like another 2,000 apprentices each 
year in London alone. It is also true that 
perhaps there are masters ready to train, 
but how many of the new craftsmen become 
available after 18 months of un-planned 
National Service ? 

May I suggest, therefore, that some defi- 
nite policy be adopted for lads who have 
just served an approved apprenticeship, or 
are qualified tradesmen quite apart from 
other lads who have no particular trade or 
calling ? The latter may be seeking a trade 
and the Services may well give them an 
Opportunity of changing courses until such 
time as they hit on a trade to their liking. 
But let the trained lad be made aware that 
he is wanted; let him know that he is of 
some use to the State as well as to his 
regiment, and above all let him be sure that, 
after his National Service has been com- 
pleted, the added time and experience gained 
shall be a further qualification, so that the 
widom and skill gained shall be passed on 
to the industry of his choice. 

PARENT. 


DEPLORABLE SPECULATIVE 
HOUSE-BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 

SIR. — Your correspondent “ Indig- 

nant ” (your last issue) seems to think 
it would be “immoral” for the State 
to provide speculative house-builders with 
good designs that they could build from 
free of charge. I wonder why.  Per- 
haps the objection is to the condition 
“free of charge.” 

It is odd that the State, while taking 
so much care for the safety of buildings. 
in the widest sense of the word, should be 
almost indifferent to their visual appear- 
ance. I say * almost indifferent ” because. 
notwithstanding the power to control 
elevational design, planning authorities 
rarely exercise it in the case of specu- 
lative house-builders’ estates. 

I suggest in all seriousness that the 
State has a duty to provide good designs 
when they are not forthcoming—if not 
free of charge, then at a small fee to cover 
cost of preparation of drawings, supply 
of copies, etc., which I imagine few 
house-builders would be unwilling to pay. 
A variety of good standard designs could 
be prepared of varying accommodation 
and to suit different localities and aspects. 
Such designs, in fact, exist already in the 
Housing Manuals of the MoHLG. 

If it be objected that such a scheme 
would be unfair to the architectural pro- 
fession my answer is that the profession 
would lose next to nothing since its ser- 
vices are rarely employed by the specu- 
lative house-builder, and in any case the 
aesthetic welfare of the country should 
come before any sectional interest. 

There remains, of course, the important 
question of lay-out. Speculative house- 
builders’ estates are rarely well planned. 
They should be. When they fail to reach 
a good standard of design I hold it to be 
the duty of the local Planning Officer to 
suggest the necessary changes to make 
them satisfactory. The Council of the 
RIBA, while rightly opposing the re- 
designing and re-drawing of unacceptable 
plans by Planning Officers, has no ob- 
jection to their offering ‘‘ constructive 
criticism.” 
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I hold that the State has a duty to step 
in and help the speculative house. 
builder when necessary if only in the 
interests of the community. 1! should jy 
interested to have the views of others, 

PROGRESSIVp, 


BUILDING “PRICE RINGS” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—Reading the Report of the Coup. 

cil of the Association of Municipa| 
Corporations (your issue of July 15), m 
eye lighted upon Item 4 under * Furthe; 
Recommendations ” by the joint commit. 
tee. They recommend here “the mayj. 
mum degree of planning in advane 
should be adopted whenever possible.” 
Is it possible they may mean a closer 
attention to detail during the pre-tender. 
ing stage, as well as towards the overall 
picture ? 

The tendency of the past in local autho. 
rity housing and flats construction has in 
some cases been a matter of providing g 
survey of the site which is little more 
than a “ blow-up ” of the ordnance map 
of the area. Dimensional control for the 
positioning of buildings has inevitably 
been lacking. This approach to the su 
vey in at least one instance inclined w 
foolishness, for | am advised that, over 
a certain area where blocks of council 
flats were being built, someone was asked 
to survey the remaining portion “to see 
if the last block would fit in.” An odd 
case, perhaps, but it jprovides a good 
example. 

Attention to such details at the pre- 
tendering stage must mean better plan- 
ning in advance. Builders should not onl 
be provided with the sizes of buildings, 
etc., which are to be constructed but also 
with complete dimensional data regarding 
their positions and levels on the site. Is 
it not true to say that tenderers are asked 
in very many instances to price from 
small-scale drawings on which few, if any, 
dimensions appear? 

Let us face it! Very many people either 
seem to be afraid to fix dimensions on draw- 
ings, or else leave them off through lack of 





proper information about the site. The 
time-loss through such matters—not only 
of officials but also on the technical side 
and with those who build-—can be quite 
considerable. 

If proper tendering is to be expected 
should not full information be provided? 
My own view is that when the practice o! 
providing full dimensional data is universal, 
authorities and others will not find con- 
tractors backward in bringing prices to the 
economic level such efficiency demands. 
It will, indeed, take time and a great deal of 
perseverance ; if, however, it is suggested 
there must be “the maximum degree ol 
planning,” this, surely, is one of the points 
to be dealt with. 

I venture to suggest that history will show 
there is in these days too great a concern 
about “price ringing.” If “price rings” 
exist to-day, there may be good reasons 
other than sheer profit-making. There are, 
no doubt, many imperfections on all sides. 
but it is for the planning side to strive 
towards “the maximum degree — of 
efficiency,” for that way prices should be 
almost identical, and the only “ring” the 
efficient service of the tenderers. 

GORDON TOMALIN, 
[Chairman of Council. 
Guild of Surveyors] 
1, Gower-street, WC1. 
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HE present ‘“* Prince of Wales,’ in the 
High-street, Bracknell, is required by the 
Bracknell Development Corporation for de- 
molition in order to enable them to bring 
into being their new plan for the develop- 
ment of the centre of Bracknell. It was, 
therefore, arranged accordingly with the 
Bracknell Development Corporation that the 
brewers would build a new house in Priest- 
wood II Estate on the site at the corner of 
Shepherd’s-lane and Horsneile-road. 

The new house has been constructed to 
designs prepared by the owners’ own archi- 
tectural department, under the control of 
Mr. R. E. Southall, ARIBA, and in it every 
endeavour has been made to provide a house 
which will form a communal and social centre 
for the domestic area surrounding it. The bars 
provided, whilst being adequate for the anti- 
cipated trade, are yet not so large as to be 
cold and unfriendly, and their design en- 
deavours to keep abreast of contemporary 
thought whilst at the same time retaining a 
feeling of warmth, cheerfulness and friendli- 
ness associated with the traditional inn. The The lounge. 
small site has been laid out to provide good 
car parking facilities in front of the house, and 
the area at the rear will be grassed to form 
sitting-out space for customers in the summer 
months. The lounge is provided with a glazed 
end which has sliding / folding windows open- 
ing on to an open-air loggia. 

For the children there is provided a special 
room, and the small garden at the rear will be 
divided off by means of a hedge to provide a 
semi-secluded area for them. to play in. 
The children’s room is decorated in a contem- 
porary mood, and a large area of one wall is 
arranged as a black-board. 

The exterior design of the building is based 
on construction in traditional materials in 
order to blend with the remainder of the 
estate, and the pictorial sign displayed is a 
portrait of the ‘* Prince Regent.” 

The licensee will be accommodated in a 
self-contained flat on the first floor. Sub- 
contractors and suppliers were : 

Safety treads to external staircase: The Adamite 
Co., Ltd., Bristol, 1, service lift and crate hoist, 
Aldous and Campbell, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, John a) Se ee 
Bolding and Sons, Ltd.; metal letters. Bush Signs, Children’s room. 
Ltd., Worthing; Flambosign (interior electric direc- 
tional signs), C. M. Churchhouse, Ltd.; electrical 
installation, Arthur Cozens, Ltd., Sunninghill, 
Ascot; steelwork, Dawnays, Ltd.; electrical fittings, 
Falk, Stadelmann and Co., Ltd., and Troughton 
and Young, Ltd.; fireplaces, W. N. Froy and Sons, 
Ltd., and Callas, Sons and May, Ltd., Reading; 
natural stone to front entrance and window panels, 
E. Harris, Ltd., High Wycombe; reconstructed stone 
to windows, Joseph Mears, Ltd.; metal windows, 
Henry Hope, and Sons, Ltd. 

Kitchen fittings, Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd., Uxbridge; 
reinforced concrete roof light, Luxfer, Ltd.; rect- 
angular glass domes, R. Seddon and Sons (St. 
Helens), Ltd., Lancs; ironmongery, Miller, Morris 
and Brooker, Ltd., Slough; flat roofing, Pilkington’s 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; flood lights, General Electric 
Co., Ltd.; extract ventilation, Vent-Axia, Ltd.; 
sliding folding doors to loggia, George Wragge, Ltd.; 
** Gainsborough ”’ oil paint and “* Pevea ” emulsion, 
Georges (Paints), Ltd., Slough; counters and bar fit- 
| tings, Frank Hudson and Son, High Wycombe; 
counter tops (Formica), Bushboard Co., Ltd., 
Gateshead, 11; beer engines, Hudson and Dods- 
worth and Co., Ltd., Stalybridge; and pictorial sign, 
Priestley Studios, Ltd., Gloucester. The forecourt and 
garden were laid out by Messrs. William Wood and 
Son, Ltd., of Taplow. 

















THE “ PRINCE OF WALES,” ; 
BRACKNELL NEW TOWN The public bar. 
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The Professional Conduct of Architects 


3—DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE 
By A. E. TELLING, MA 


HE purpose of this article—the last in 

this series—is to consider the methods 
by which the Architects’ Registration 
Council (ARCUK) deals with complaints 
of unprofessional conduct. In this con- 
nection it is necessary to distinguish be- 
tween (a) those matters which are so 
grave as to justify a charge of “ disgrace- 
ful conduct” and are dealt with in 
accordance with the statutory procedure: 
and (b) the less serious breaches of 
professional etiquette which are dealt 
with informally. 

The statutory procedure is laid down 
mainly in the Architects’ Registration 
Act, 1931, and the Disciplinary Regu- 
lations. These Regulations are made by 
ARCUK and approved by HM Privy 
Council under the Act of 1931. The 
statutory procedure is set in motion by 
a direction from the Council to the Dis- 
cipline Committee requiring the latter to 
hold an inquiry. The Council before 
ordering an inquiry, however, must be 
satisfied that a prima facie cas2 of dis- 
graceful conduct is disclosed in an affi- 
davit from the complainant; the Council 
are to have regard only to the facts 
disclosed in affidavit and may not con- 
sider evidence from any other source. The 
complainant may be a client of the 
accused architect or he may be another 
architect, but a complaint may also be 
made by the Solicitor or other authorised 
oificial of the Council acting at the re- 


quest of the Professional Purposes 
Committee. 
In many respects the proceedings 


before the Discipline Committee are con- 
ducted on similar lines to a civil action 
in the High Court. The accused archi- 
tect has the right to be represented by 
counsel or solicitor, and the Committee 
must hear any witnesses he wishes to call. 
Evidence is given on oath, and it has 
recently been established that the Com- 
mittee has the power to compel the 
attendance of witnesses. 

It is necessary, however, to look behind 
these formal rules of procedure to con- 
sider the real nature of the inquiry. The 
Discipline Committee has a dual function 
to perform. First, it must be satisfied that 
the accused architect has committed 
certain acts or, alternatively, has failed 
to do certain things which might have 
been expected of him. Secondly, the 
Committee must be of opinion that these 
acts or defaults “ amount to conduct dis- 
graceful to him in his capacity as an 
architect.” 

As to the first of these points: there 
are various ways in which a court or 
tribunal may come to a conclusion as to 
what a person has done or not done on 
a given occasion. The method of the law 
courts is to consider only the sworn 
evidence or the admissions of the person 
concerned. But the ARCUK Discipline 
Committee is not a court of Jaw, and 
there is some doubt as to whether it is 
bound by the rules applicable to the 
courts of law. In this connection, it may 
be useful to refer to some remarks of 


Lord Simon, then Lord Chancellor, in 
the case of General Medical Council v 
Spackman (1943). Lord Simon said of 
the General Medical Council: “ It is not 
required to conduct itself as a court.’ His 
Lordship went on to commend to the 
members of that Council the words of a 
previous Lord Chancellor in Board of 
Education v Rice; dealing in that case 
with the decision of an administrative 
body, Lord Loreburn said: 

“They must act in good faith and 
fairly listen to both sides, for that is 
the duty lying upon everyone who de- 
cides anything. But I do not think 
that they are bound to treat such a 
question as if it were a trial... They 
can obtain information in any way they 
think best, always giving a fair oppor- 
tunity to those who are parties in the 
controversy for correcting any rele- 
vant statement prejudicial to their 
view.” 

In the very same case concerning the 
General Medical Council, however, Lord 
Atkin said: “I cannot think that the 
procedure which may be just in deciding 
whether to close a school or an insani- 
tary house is necessarily right in deciding 
a charge of infamous conduct against 
a professional man.” 

These doubts and uncertainties with 
regard to the powers of disciplinary 
tribunals require clarification. It is im- 
portant that such tribunals should not 
only adopt the highest standards of 
procedure, but also that the profession 
should have confidence that this is the 
case. This is especially important where 
—as in the case of ARCUK—the tribu- 
nal sits in private. 

Having satisfied itself as to the facts, 
the Discipline Committee has then to 
consider whether the conduct in question 
is “disgraceful.” This is a matter on 
which the Committee will have to form 
its own opinion. As we have seen in an 
earlier article, the Committee will have 
regard to the ARCUK Code of Pro- 
fessional Conduct, but the Code is not 
binding on the Committee, and in any 
event the Committee might well conclude 
that a breach of the Code was not so 
serious as to amount to disgraceful con- 
duct. These circumstances impose a very 
heavy and unenviable responsibility upon 
the members of the Discipline Commit- 
tee, but their task should become pro- 
gressively easier as a body of precedent 
is built up. The following precedents 
have already been established : 

Advertising by means of a 
cular. 

Advertising by 
in the Press. 

_ Soliciting work in letters to local authori- 

ues. 

Touting letters to builders and _ solicitors 
at the commencement of practice. 

Acting as a builder. 

Acting as manager or director of a firm 
of builders. 

Acting as a director of company trading 
in building materials. 

Acting as commercial representative of a 
firm of timber merchants. 


monthly cir- 


anonymous advertisement 
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Carrying on business as a partner jp , 
firm of decorative contractors. 

Arranging with a builder to introduc 
clients to the architect on the understandin. 
that the architect would endeavour to arrang, 
that the builder was employed upom th 
resulting work. 

If the Discipline Committee decide tha 
an architect has been guilty of disgrace. 
ful conduct, it is then for the Council tp 
decide whether or not they will remove 
the architect’s name from the register. 
If the Council decide upon this course. 
they must give to the architect notice 
of their intention so to do, and the 
architect then has three months in which 
to apply to the Council to make repre. 
sentations upon the matter. These 
representations may be made by counse 
or solicitor. 

Finally, the architect may appeal to 
the High Court. 

The Professional Purposes Committe 

A complaint of professional miscon- 
duct will often in the first place be 
referred to the Professional Purpose 
Committee for investigation, and as we 
have seen that Committee may in elfec 
instigate a charge of disgraceful conduc! 
by requesting the Solicitor or other 
official of the Council to lodge an aff. 
davit of complaint. Where this is done, 
the Professional Purposes Committe 
will take no further part in the matter 
The case may, however, be of a les 
serious nature and in that event may be 
further investigated by the Committee 
who may issue a private warning to the 
architect in question. 

Where a case is referred to the Pro- 
fessional Purposes Committee, it 
customary to write to the architec 
concerned asking him for an explanation 
In this event, the architect must be 
warned (i) that, if as a result of the 
investigation of the Professional Purposes 
Committee a complaint of disgraceful 
conduct under the Disciplinary Regula 
tions should be made, his reply or 
explanations may be used in evidence 
and (ii) that he need not give any repli 
or explanation unless he desires to do 
so. This rule is not statutory, but has 
been adopted by ARCUK _ on legil 
advice. The rule has certain advantages 
but it is apt to cause resentment because 
of its obvious parallel to the warning 
given by the police when investigating 
criminal offences. The question is a diffi 
cult one. A charge of disgraceful conduc 
is a serious matter for the architec! 
concerned because, if he is found guilty. 
his reputation will suffer and he may be 
deprived of his livelihood as an architec! 
At the same time, he does not like to fee 
that he is being treated as a_ suspected 
criminal. The matter is aggravated ) 
the fact that the warning is given I 
comparatively trivial cases which maj 
never give rise to a charge of disgracell 
conduct. . 

Since the warning is obviously based 
upon that used by the police, it may be 
useful to consider the purpose and effec! 
of the police warning in criminal cases 


The rule is explained in Wilshere’ 
‘Criminal Procedure ~ in the following 
terms: 


“A police cfficer has a_ right t 
question any person, whether suspecte¢ 
or not, in order to discover the author 
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of a crime. After arresting him or 
making up his mind to arrest him, he 
should not question him or allow him 
to make a voluntary statement without 
cautioning him that his answers may 
be given in evidence. The same caution 
should also be given to a person who 
is already in custody although the 
police have not yet charged him or 
decided to charge him with the crime 
in question. But the fact that a person 
is questioned without any caution, even 
after his arrest, does not render his 
statements inadmissible, although it is 

a fact to be taken into account by the 

judge who may in his discretion refuse 

to allow the statement to be given in 
evidence.” 

It will be seen from this quotation that 
the warning is only of limited value even 
in police matters, and in these circum- 
stances ARCUK might well consider 
whether it is worth retaining for their 
purposes. In this connection, the passage 
quoted above from Lord Simon’s judg- 
ment in the General Medical Council 
case also has some relevance; if it be 
true, as suggested by Lord Simon, that 
disciplinary tribunals can obtain infor- 
mation in any way they think best, then 
a warning based on the procedure of 
courts which apply the strictest rules of 
evidence seems even less appropriate. 

Apart from this rule, inquiries by the 
Professional Purposes Committee do not 
appear to be subject to any special rules 
of procedure. The architect cannot claim 
as of right to be heard in person or by 


a legal representative, although the 
Committee may accede to any such 


RECONSTRUCTION AT LYNMOUTH. 
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request. In one sense, special rules of 
procedure are not particularly appro- 
priate because the most the Committee 
can do of its own accord is either to 
instigate a charge of disgraceful conduct 
or to give the architect a private warn- 
ing. Nevertheless, the latter may be 
harmful to the architect’s interests, 
especially if later he is found guilty of 
disgraceful conduct and the earlier 
warning is .reported to the Council. 


**WAR ON UGLINESS ”’ 


Minister's Views at Housing Awards 
Presentation 


MER. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of 

Housing and Local Government, 
called for pride in the architecture of our 
towns and urged war on ugliness in every 
form in a speech at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects on July 20, when he 
presented the 1955 medals and diplomas 
to architects and builders for schemes of 
private enterprise housing and improve- 
iments and conversions in England and 
Wales. (Details of these awards were 
given in The Builder of July 1.) The 
president, Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, was in 
the chair. 

Mr. Sandys said that it must be the 
ambition of our age to add a distinctive 
medern architectural contribution of our 
own, “In bygone times architecture 
thrived under the private patronage oi 
rich noblemen, merchants and dignitaries 
of the Church. Taxation has now vir- 
tually eliminated the private patron; so 
that to-day the responsibility for sponsor- 
ing fine buildings, avenues, bridges and 
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The main work of reconstruction at 


Lynmouth, designed to prevent a recurrence of the disastrous floods of August, 1952, 
was expected to be finished by the end of June, with the exception of the new bridge 


at the foot of Countisbury Hill. 


The photograph shows the new quay wall dividing 


the main stream of the River Lyn on the left frem the small harbour on the right. 
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parks rests almost entirely upon public 
authorities, industry and commerce. But 
they need to be constantly supported and 
encouraged. 

** We live in a democratic age in which 
great things can be achieved only by the 
will and with the active support of the 
people. The second half of the twen- 
tieth century will not be a period of archi- 
tectural distinction unless everyone plays 
their part. The people must show that 
they really care about the beauty and 
dignity of their home town and that they 
take a positive pride and pleasure in it. 
Above all, they must make it clear that 
they will not tolerate avoidable ugliness. 

“Tt will, I think, be generally agreed 
that the designs of many of our latest 
houses, schools and factories are of high 
quality and show originality and imagina- 
tion. Unfortunately, the sane cannot 
always be said of our civic and commer- 
cial architecture. Commercial buildings 
in particular have come in for justified 
criticism. Far too often the style is a 
lame imitation of past periods. In other 
cases, the new building is nothing but a 
rectangular box of concrete and glass, 
without any character or aesthetic merit. 

“But we shall not bring about the 
improved standards we desire merely by 
indulging in negative criticism. Business 
companies and local authorities are as 
keen as anybody to build premises which 
will do them credit. The problem is not 
to bring pressure upon them, but to pro- 
vide them in a convenient and acceptable 
way with the best architectural guidance 
possible. If it is to serve any really use- 
ful purpose this advice must be given at 
an early stage before they have commit- 
ted themselves to any particular architec- 
tural treatment or to any _ particular 
architect. 

“4 GREAT INHERITANCE” 

“The British people are the fortunate 
heirs of a great inheritance of historic 
monuments, pleasing cities and smiling 
landscapes. In the name of progress and 
convenience these irreplacéable treasures 
are everywhere being mutilated or 
obscured. Every fresh intrusion, whether 
it be a ferro-concrete lamp post, an 
advertisement hoarding, a public con- 
venience, a bus shelter or a traffic sign. 
must be critically scrutinised with the 
object of seeing that it is designed and 
located in a way which will not need- 
lessly intrude upon or clutter up its sur- 
roundings. In fact, the aim should be. 
and it is by no means impossible, to see 
that every new addition not only does 
not mar but makes a positive contribu- 
tion to the character and interest of the 
scene. In this_connection, it is just as 
well to remember that towns were built 
for people to live in and not merely as 
places to motor through. 

“But our task does not end there. It 
is not enough to guard against the con- 
struction of fresh enormities. We must 
fearlessly prune back the weeds and the 
creepers which have been allowed to grow 
up in past years. The prospect of many 
a famous building or street is spoilt by 
some intervening construction or 
thoughtless addition, or some incon- 


(Continued on page 184.) 
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Exterior from Worton-road from south-east (ritual). 


Church of St. Mary-the-Virgin, Hounslow East, Middx. 


H. S. GOODHART-RENDEL & PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


Quantity Surveyors Consulting Engineer 
SELBY & SANDERS T. BEDFORD, MInstCE 
Builders 
W. LACEY (HOUNSLOW), LTD. 


ape Church was designed for its 
site in Worton-road, Hounslow 
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EXISTING East, just before the outbreak of war. 
| sae Building was delayed until 1952. 
No substantial changes other than 
unavoidable differences in the choice 
of materials were made between the 
time of design and building. 

The plan is based on the principle 
that small spans in roof construction 
save money, and also avoid the 
expense of the higher walls that 
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a+ wider spans would necessitate archi- 
OI tecturally. It is complex rather than 
bi SsHeives is simple, in order that, when there are 
a t q services for small special congre- 
je gations, those congregations may 
ae ‘icici aii adequately fill part of it, rather than 
| oumen 25 be sprinkled about an undivided 
CHAPEL =—-24 building, obviously intended for a 
pov eae larger assembly. Nevertheless, ex- 
bi —_—— cepting in the chapel on the Gospel 
side, which is designedly a separate 
unit with its own seating, no seat 
__ in the complex body of the church 

f Sralshotnries’ ie - a re 46 : iS without its view of the altar. 
) — The absence of a door in the back 


e wall of the nave saves the congre- 
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gation from draughts and makes 
available for the font a dignified 
position away from the main circu- 
lations of the building. The small 
secondary porch on the main road 
side is intended for those who will 
use the side chapel for week-day 
services or private devotion. 


The interior is extremely simple, 
the brick walls being distempered 
in a light grey and the roof a pale 
blue with white timbers. Colour is 
reserved for the large reredos behind 
the High Altar. This reredos is 
executed in painted tiles with a matt 
glaze, their colours as bright as those 
to be expected in an oil or fresco 
painting, but with the great advan- 
tage in this climate, that the pictures 
cannot fade or suffer from the effects 
of damp, and can, by mere washing, Baie oe 5 
be made as good as new. The The north front. 
colours are burnt into the tiles and, 
with a few exceptions in some of the 
brighter colours, are protected by the 
glaze of the first firing. Although 
pictures of comparatively subdued 
colouring were extensively used dur- 
ing the Gothic Revival, the technique 
of producing in faience full colour 
of the kind seen here, is quite new 
and much experiment was needed 
by its makers, Messrs. Carter and 
Co., of Poole, and its designer, 
Mr. J. Ledger, to achieve the result. 





e es 


The subjects of the pictures are as 

follows :— 

In the centre—Our Lady crowned 
with Child (the de- 
dication of the Church) 

Top Left Our Lady as a child, 
with St. Anne and St. 
Joachim. 

Top Right Descent from the Cross 

Middle Left —The Purification. 

.» Right—The Assumption. 

Bottom Left —The Annunciation. 

,. Right —The Flight into Egypt. Exterior from south-west (ritual). 

In the chapel, the small window 

over the altar shows St. Joseph as a 
working carpenter, surrounded by 
the tools of his trade. Its design 
was one of the last to be made by the 
late Thomas Derrick, and even in his 
unfailingly impressive work deserves 
a distinguished place. The window 
was executed by Messrs. Lowndes 
and Drury, with some linear painting 
with no smear or mat. The painting 
of the figure upon the crucifix above 
the chapel altar is the work of Mr. 
Ledger. 





The walls of the church externally 
are of brickwork patterned in two 
colours. The roofs are covered with 
green Westmorland slates. 

The bell in the bellcote is that of 
the ship to which the vicar, at the 
time of building, served when he 
was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

Sub-contractors and suppliers 


were: 

R. Y. Ames, Ltd., bricks; W. Lacey » P< > 
wee A e . ace) rel O t. Jose, ht. 

(Hounslow), Ltd., electrical installation: Chapel of S dad 


the Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd., 
Bath stone piscina and stoups; Roberts 
Adlard and Co., Ltd., Westmorland slates; 
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The nave, facing west (ritual). 


CHURCH OF ST. MARY-THE-VIRGIN, HOU. 





Compton Potteries, Ltd., ridge tiles; 
Lowndes and Drury, Ltd., leaded windows; 
W. J. Haysom, Purbeck stone font; 
Camden Tile and Mosaic Co., Ltd., 
tessellated tiles; G. Jackson and Sons, Ltd., 
altar, and altar furniture; Kingsmill Metal 
Co., Ltd., wrought-iron and electrical 
fittings; the Terradura Flooring Co., Ltd., 
Durablock flooring; Dart and Francis, 
Ltd. and D. Burkle and Sons, church 
furniture (sedilia, pulpit, lectern, altar 
rails and book rests); Mealing Bros., Ltd., 
chairs; Louis Grossé, Ltd., collecting 
boxes; Mears and Stainbank, Ltd., refitting 
bell; J. Bolding and Sons, Ltd., sanitary 
fittings; J. Gibbons, Ltd. and Yannedis 
and Co., Ltd., door furniture; Radiant 
Heating, Ltd., gas heating installation; 
J. W. Walker, Ltd., installing reused organ; 
Furdecor, Ltd., Sanctuary carpet; Wen- 
ham and Fowler, Ltd., wrought-iron case- 
ments ; and Carter and Co., hand-painted 
glazed tiles for reredos. 


NSLOW EAST 


View from nave facing east (ritual). 
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“WAR ON UGLINESS” 
(Continued from page 179.) 


gruous intrusion which, at comparatively 
small cost, could be removed. I urge 
local authorities in distributing the funds 
which they have allocated for amenities 
to earmark at least a small proportion 
for the purpose of judicious demolitions. 

“T am glad to see that the national 
Press, the BBC and prominent members 
of your profession are not hesitating to 
raise their voices. I appeal to all who 
have a part in shaping opinion to give a 
lead; let them help to awaken the civic 
sense in every sphere, let them use their 
influence to encourage everywhere that 
which is fine and beautiful. At the same 
time let them use their influence to arouse 
and express popular repugnance to every- 
thing that is unsightly, drab and un- 
worthy. 

“With these thoughts in mind, I pro- 
pose shortly to seek the views of repre- 
sentatives of commerce, industry, local 
authorities and the architectural profes- 
sion. Meanwhile, I can assure you that 
any proposals which the RIBA may care 
to make will be most welcome.” 

Mr. Sandys stated that architects have 
a special responsibility for leadership and 
inspiration. We live, he said, in a great 
period—the atomic age—but future ages 
must not be allowed to look back on the 
present age as merely one of material 
progress. They must also see it as one 
in which beauty and art have made a 
worthy contribution. 

The Minister thanked those who had 
acted as judges and congratulated not 
only the winners but also all those who 
had built fine houses and yet had not 
been successful in winning an award. He 
added that he would welcome sugges- 
tions from the RIBA and others as to 
the form the awards should take next 
year. 

Mr. S. T. WALKER, MA, FRIBA, chair- 
man of the Midland Awards Committee, 
proposed a vote of thanks to the Minis- 
ter and said Mr. Sandys had set his heart 
against avoidable ugliness and that it was 
abundantly clear that he meant business 
in maintaining standards of housing 
during his term of office. 

Mr. Walker also expressed his appre- 
hension at the rate at which agricultural 
land had been swallowed up and stressed 
the need for the improvement of small 
rural houses and for the improvement 
not only of the inside but also of the out- 
side of nineteenth-century terrace houses. 
Cir. H. Clowes, OBE, JP, seconded the 
proposal. 


PLANNING CONFERENCE . 


The 1955 Housing and Planning Con- 
ference and Exhibition is to be held at 
Brighton from October 26 to 28. 

Papers to be read at the conference 
include: “Problems of Overspill,” by 
Mr. U. Aylmer Coates, FRIBA, AMTPI, 
county planning officer, Lancashire; 
“Planning Acts—Whither Now?”, by 
Mr. J. P. Rhys, FRICS, MTPI, town 
planning consultant; and “ Multi-Storey 
Housing—When and How?”, by Mr. 


J. L. Womersley, ARIBA, AMTPI, city 
architect, Sheffield. 
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REGISTERED 
HOUSE-BUILDERS 


Need of More Support from the 
Industry . 


A MESSAGE from Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
a Minister of Housing and _ Local 
Government, wishing the National House- 
Builders’ Registration Council every success 
in their work was read by his Parliamentary 
Secretary, Mr. William Deedes, MP, at a 
luncheon following the Council’s annual 
general meeting, held at the Dorchester 
Hotel, WI, on July 20. Mr. G. Langley- 
Taylor, FRIBA, chairman of the Council, 
presided. 

Mr. DEEDEs said that the position reached 
by the Registration Council was not unsatis- 
factory, and the Council was now certifying 
one house in eight built by private enter- 
prise, which was a matter for warm con- 
gratulations. The number of new private 
enterprise dwellings completed in the last 
financial year was 90,000. Nevertheless, 
applying the proportions of one to eight 
meant that well over 70,000 of these houses 
were without the Council’s certificate. 


It was, therefore essential, said Mr. 
Deedes, that the work of the Council 
should be more widely known, and he 


pledged the Ministry’s support in this mat- 
ter. But there were certain things that 
defied the scope of certificates, and one 
of these was good design. He was quite 
confident that at no time had there been a 
more general desire to have houses comfort- 
able and easy to live in. Since the war, 
domestic architecture had reached a very 
high standard—and some of the best had 
been in private building—but there was still 
scope to do a lot more. 

If they were to be successful in improv- 
ing standards every effort must be made ‘vu 
extend the scope of registration, but unfortu- 
nately builders were still not coming into 
the scheme fast enough. 

EDUCATION 

Earlier, at the annual general meeting of 
the Council, Mr. LANGLEY-TAYLOR said that 
it was on the educational side that the Coun- 
cil could do their best work. The architect 
might give his best work in designing a 
house, the most conscientious builder might 
undertake its erection, but it was the brick- 
layer, plumber and plasterer, who delivered 
the goods; and to ensure that they did so, 
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HOUSE- BUILDER 
LUNCHEON.— Seen 
here are (I. to r.), Mp. 
W. F. Deedes, Parlig. 


mentary Secretary 
MoHLG; Mr. ¢ 
Langley - Taylor 
FRIBA _ (chairman): 
and Sir Thomas Sheep. 
shanks, Permanent 


Secretary, MoHLG. 


the most painstaking supervision was neces- 
sary. 

“In speculative building the main respon- 
sibility for supervision is, of course, the 
builder’s,” he continued, “and I am glad to 
say that the Registered House-Builders are 
gradually building up a strong and efficient 
torce of supervisors. Even on sites where 
first-class supervision is available, our inspec- 
tors find it necessary to draw attention to 
departures from the specification—such 4; 
misplacing lintols or the stupid botching of 
straightforward work—which they must dis- 
cuss with the builders’ site agents, who are 
generally most appreciative of this Councils 
service. 

* INADEQUATE SUPERVISION ” 

“There are, however, many small sites 
where the builder’s supervision is inadequate 
or desultory and where tradesmen have too 
much opportunity to cover up faulty work 
before the boss sees it. On such sites thi 
Council’s inspection is peremptorily neces- 
sary; it is the only protection available ‘o 
the purchaser. 

“The main purpose of this Council is t 
ensure a satisfactory standard of construc- 
tion. We do this by drawing up a specifica- 
tion of such a standard. Our specification 
is not the type of document which should 
form part of a building contract. It is rather 
a description of good foundations, good 
damp-proof course, good walls, good plumb- 
ing, etc., and it is drawn sufficiently widely 
to enable builders to use any new materials 
that may come on the market if these mater- 
ials have been given a reasonably satisfac- 
tory report by the Building Research Station 

“Having such a specification, we inspec! 
the houses of registered house-builders and 
issue the Council’s certificate in respect of 
these only if we have received satisfactory 
reports at all stages of construction.” 

Mr. Langley-Taylor ended by warning 
house-purchasers not to be “ fobbed off wit 
the glib assurances of builders who ar 
afraid to submit their houses for the Cour: 
cil’s inspection.” 

OBITUARY 
A. F. Simpson, LRIBA 


THE SUDDEN DEATH occurred on July 18 
of Mr. Alexander Forbes Simpson, in his 
home at 53, Holland-road, WI4. Mr 
Simpson became a Licentiate of the RIBA 
in 1941, and was a partner in the architec: 
tural firm of Duke and Simpson, 0 
Wardour-street, WI. 











Ju 


RO! 


awa 
tectt 
Has! 


AN 
are 
Asc 
fori 
is b 
oth 


> 





¥ 29 1955 


UILDERS 
’N.— Seen 
to VAs Mr. 
les, P ‘arlig. 
Secretary. 
Mr. G. 
. Taylor. 
chairman) : 
mas Sheep. 
Permanent 
MoHLG. 


Was neces- 


ain respon- 
SOurse, the 
am glad to 
suilders are 
nd efficient 
sites where 
Our inspec: 
ittention to 
n—such 4s 
dotchng of 
y must dis- 
‘Ss. Who are 
is Council's 


SION ” 


small sites 
inadequate 
n have too 
aulty work 
h sites thi 
yrily neces- 
vailable to 


yuncil is t 
f construc 
a specifica: 
pecification 
ich should 
It is rather 
ions, good 
ood plumb- 
ntly widel) 
w materials 
hese mater- 
ly satisfac: 
rch Station 
we inspect 
uilders and 
respect of 
satisfactory 
tion.” 
yy warning 
ved off wit! 
$s who ar 
the Cour- 


-A 

on July 18 
son, in his 
W114. Mr 
the RIBA 
re architec: 
mpson, 0! 





July 29 1955 


News of the Week 


ROME SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 


HE Faculty of Architecture of the 
British School at Rome announce the 
award of the Rome Scholarship in Archi- 
tecture for 1955 to Mr. John Christopher 
Haskell, ARIBA, of the Kingston School 
of Art. Mr. Haskell is 23 years of age 
and took the final examination of the 
RIBA in June, 1954. 

The Faculty of Architecture’ in 
announcing the award have to record 
their disappointment with the general 
quality of the work submitted in the final 
stage of this year’s competition, the sub- 
ject for which was “ A British Embassy 
ina European Capital.” It seems to them 
evident that insufficient consideration was 
given by competitors to the broad 
solution of the problem as a whole with 
the result that site planning and general 
massing were poor. None of the schemes 
submitted genuinely met the requirements 
of the programme nor gave an adequate 
answer to the planning problem, and all 
the designs contained a number of 
obvious mistakes. The architectural 
expression adopted by most of the candi- 
dates showed little of the dignity or 
quality of permanence to be expected in 
an embassy building, characteristics which 
should be attainable however ‘“ modern ” 
the “idiom” or the _ constructional 
system that is used. 

The Faculty, nevertheless, considered 
it desirable that an award should be made 
and since no outstanding scheme was 
presented to them they have chosen that 
which, in their opinion, showed the 
nearest approach to an all-round com- 
petence, and the candidate who held out 
the greatest promise of being able to 
benefit by the opportunity for post- 
graduate research and foreign travel 
which the Rome Scholarship gives. 


CENTRAL AFRICAN CAPITAL 
Lorp MALVERN, Prime Minister of the 
Central African Federation, announced 
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in Parliament at Salisbury, Southern 
Rhodesia, on July 21, that the Govern- 
ment had acquired an 840-acre plot, four 
and a half miles from the centre of 
Salisbury, as a site for the extra-territorial 
federal capital. Sir William Holford, 
FRIBA, MTPI, professor of town plan- 
ning at London University, was working 
on a master plan for the site. 


ST. JAMES’S THEATRE SITE 


WESTMINSTER City COUNCIL on July 
21 agreed to raise no objection in prin- 
ciple to the proposal that on _ the 
St. James’s Theatre site should be erected 
an “office, shop, and restaurant build- 
ing.” The council’s views on the pro- 
posal have been sought by the LCC. A 
spokesman of the city council pointed 
out that the council may decide to raise 
objections to the details of the proposed 
development when these are known. 


BUILDING DISPUTE, PEAK PARK 


THE PEAK PaRK Planning’ Board 
accepted at its meeting on July 12 a gift 
of £35,000 from the Carnegie Trust for 
a tea pavilion to be built at Eagle Stone, 
the beauty spot on Baslow Edge. The 
acceptance was opposed by Lieutenant- 
Colonel G. G. Haythornthwaite, a for- 
mer vice-chairman, who said such a 
building would seriously detract from the 
area’s wild beauty. 

In a statement issued after the meeting 
it was said that the Carnegie Trust had 
offered to provide the Peak District 
National Park with a _ non-residential, 
single-storey pavilion in local stone, to 
be erected on a site commanding wide 
views. It will provide rest and shelter for 
day visitors to the park, particularly for 
parents with young children, and older 
people. 

CUMBERNAULD PROJECT 

THE DRAFT of an order designating 
4,150 acres at Cumbernauld as the site of 
a proposed new town for a population of 
about 50,000, chiefly Glasgow overspill, 
was published on Tuesday by the Secre- 
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tary of State for Scotland. 

Objections must be lodged by August 
31, and will be the subject of a local in- 
quiry if not withdrawn. If an order is 
made under the New Towns Act, the 
planning and development of Cumber- 
nauld will be undertaken by a develop- 
ment corporation. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. H. E. Askey, FRIBA, chartered architect, 
has resigned as chief architect to Lipton, Ltd., and 
has commenced in private practice at “‘ Five Apple 
Trees,’” Monkfrith-avenue, Southgate, N14 (tel.: 
Barnet. 7707), pending accommodation becoming 
available in High-street, Southgate, N14. He will be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues. 

Mr. R. A. Basss, ARICS, chartered quantity sur- 
veyor, who has been in practice at 7, Shanklin-rd., 
N8, has now opened an office at 6, Gray’s Inn-rd., 
Chancery-lane, WC1 (tel: Chancery 4742), where he 
would be pleased to receive current catalogues. 

Mr. FREDERICK M. GOODHEAD, quantity surveyor, 
has moved his London office from 23; Albion-st., 
Hyde Park, W2, to 39, Craven-rd., W2 (tel: Ambassa- 
dor 6604-5), and would be pleased to receive new 
trade catalogues at this address. 

MEssrs. CASSIDY, FARRINGTON AND DENNYS have 
removed their offices from 109, Great Russell-st., WC1, 
to 139A, Kensington High-st., W8 (tel: Western 6156), 
and will be pleased to receive trade catalogues relating 
to schools. 

Mr. E. J. Gattoway, AIAS, practising as Messrs. 
E. J. Galloway and Partners, quantity surveyors, 22, 
Hamilton-square, Birkenhead, has taken Mr. V. C 
GREAVES into partnership. An additional office is 
shortly to be opened at 48, Castle-st., Liverpool, where 
trade literature will be welcome. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, July 28, 1855 

BUILDERS’ BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION.— 
On Wednesday last, the eighth annual 
general meeting of the friends and sup- 
porters of this excellent charity was held 
at the London Tavern, for the purpose 
of receiving the report, and upon other 
business. Mr. W. Lee, M.P., the presi- 
dent, took the chair. 

Mr. A. G. Harris, the secretary, read 
the report, which congratulated the sub- 
scribers upon the success which con- 
tinued to attend the institution. During 
the past year two elections had taken 
place, at which seven persons had been 
elected, making the total number at pre- 
sent enjoying the benefits of the charity, 
29, viz., 16 males and 13 females. The 
amount paid in pensions since the insti- 
tution was established was £1,979 13s. 4d. 





AN EXHIBITION STAND.—Shown here 

are a photograph of the model and plan of the 

Ascot Gas Water Heaters, Ltd., stand at the 

forthcoming Building Exhibition. The design 

is by Mr. Dennis Pugh, ARIBA, and, with the 

other 159 submitted in competition, is on view 
at the Building Centre until July 30. 
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LAW REPORTS 


Architect Ordered to Pay Cost of 
Alterations to His Design 
HiGH CourT 
BeForE His HONOUR BRETT CLOUTMAN 
GILBRIDE vy. SINCOCK 


AN official referee, His Honour Brett 

Cloutman, VC, entered judgment in the 
High Court on July 19 for the plaintiffs in 
an action lasting eight days in which a 
Henley-on-Thames architect was found 
liable for the cost (estimated at about £500) 
of alterations to four bedrooms of a house 
he designed at Wootton Manor, Henley. 
The plaintiffs were Mr. and Mrs. Alfred F. 
Gilbride, of Hart-street, Henley, who 
claimed damages from Mr. R. J. Enys 
Sincock, also of Hart-street, Henley, for 
negligence and breach of contract in design- 
ing the bedrooms. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbride claimed that the 
defendant, when drawing the plans, made 
material alterations to the bedrooms without 
informing them. They maintained that by 
reason of the defendant’s negligence and 
breach of contract they had suffered loss 
and damage. The bedrooms, as constructed, 
were incapable of reasonable beneficial use 
and remedial works were required. 

The defendant denied the allegations and 
counterclaimed for £111 14s. 5d. profes- 
sional fees for work done. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbride had never lived in 
the house since it was completed in July, 
1951, and it had remained unoccupied. 

Mr. F. Beney, QC, and Mr. Gilbert Dare 
represented plaintiffs and Mr. Percy Lamb, 
QC, and Mr. Denis L. MacDonell appeared 
for the defendant. 

Giving judgment, His Honour said that on 
liability there was but one question to be 
answered: Was the house built, with the 
alterations to the bedrooms, with the know- 
ledge and consent of the plaintiffs? The 
cost of the remedial work in a plan sug- 
gested and drawn up by an architect engaged 
by the defendant was now £500. This sug- 
gestion had been agreed to by the plaintiffs. 

His Honour said the difference in the 
sizes of the four bedrooms as they were 
constructed from the measurements on the 
plan submitted to Mr. and Mrs. Gilbride 
were: 8 ft. 6 ins. wide instead of 10 ft., the 
height of the wall was 4 ft. 6 ins. instead 
of 5 ft. Another bedroom was 7 ft. 8 ins. 
wide instead of 9 ft.; a third bedroom was 
& ft. 2 ins. by 8 ft. 11 ins., instead of 8 it. 
9 ins. by 9 ft.; and the fourth bedroom was 
11 ft. by 8 ft. 11 ins. instead of 13 ft. 6 ins. 
by 9 ft. 

His Honour said the plans for the house 
were deposited by the defendant with the 
local authority in July, 1949, and the plain- 
tiffs subsequently received them in Septem- 
ber, 1949. These plans were quite clearly 
those accepted and approved by plaintiffs. 
The licence to build was issued by the local 
authority in February, 1950, for the house 
as planned with a superficial floor area of 
1,500 sq. ft. 

He was satisfied that the true area of the 
plan did not exceed 1,500 superficial sq. ft. 
and he rejected the defendant’s evidence 
that another plan was drawn up in order 
that the floor area should conform to the 
licence figure. The alteration had nothing 
to do with the superficial area. 

The explanation of the major alteration 
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was a simple one. It was a serious drawing 
error in the roof structure. The defendant’s 
chief architectural assistant had been upset 
about this when it was discovered, and had 
apologised for his mistake to the plaintiffs. 

The Official Referee said he doubted 
whether the plaintiffs realised the full impli- 
cation of this mistake. One result was that 
one of the bedrooms was reduced in width 
from 9 ft. to 7 ft. 84 ins. He rejected Mr. 
Sincock’s explanation that the roof was 
dropped to reduce floor space. The house 
had not been constructed according to the 
plan submitted to plaintiffs. He did not 
accept defendant’s evidence that the errors 
in the construction were trivial and that 
except for these trivialities, the house had 
been constructed according to specifications. 

His Honour held Mr. Sincock liable for 
the damage caused to plaintiffs. He allowed 
the counterclaim of £111 14s. 5d. to be off- 
set against the cost of the remedial work, 
which had been estimated at £500. The 
defendant was ordered to pay the costs of 
the action. 


Swansea Building Contract Dispute: 
Builder Awarded £1,404 Damages 

OFFICIAL REFEREE’S COURT 

BEFORE Mr. J. D. CASSWELL, QC. 


R. B. BURDEN, LTD. v. SWANSEA 
CORPORATION 


IVING a reserved judgment in the High 

Court on July 22, Mr. J. D. CASSWELL, 

QC, Official Referee, awarded £1,404 

damages to R. B. Burden, Ltd., builders, 

of Staines-road. Hounslow, Middlesex, 

against Swansea Corporation for breach of 
a building contract. 

He held that Burden’s were justified in 
determining the contract and withdrawing 
their labour, because the Corporation had 
interfered with and obstructed the issue of 
an interim payment certificate, through a 
mistake but not wilfully. 

He found the Corporation were in breach 
of contract in connection with, among other 
things, the duties of their architect regard- 
ing sub-contractors. In addition to damages 
he made an order for the Corporation to 
indemnify Burden’s up to £200, as agreed 
between the parties, in respect of a claim 
by a sub-contractor against the builders. 

It was stated that in settling the action 
so far as two other contracts were concerned, 
the Corporation had paid Burden’s £5,000. 

The Referee awarded the builders the 
costs of the action. The Corporation were 
granted a stay of execution for 28 days 
for consideration of an appeal against the 
Referee’s judgment. 

The Referee said the case had occupied 
53 days hearing and must have involved very 
heavy expenses. The plaintiff company, of 
which Mr. R. B. Burden was managing 
director, and Mr. A. G. Byfield, another 
director, had claimed £55,819 from the 
Corporation in respect of three contracts 
made in 1949, One was a housing contract 
for the erection of 80 houses on the Swansea 
Penlan Housing Estate. They had been paid 
£115,119 and claimed a further £19,915. 
The second was a contract for the rebuild- 
ing of the BBC buildings in Alexandra-road, 
Swansea, for which they were paid £21,732 
and claimed £7,095. The third was a con- 
tract for the erection of the East Penlan 
Primary School at Swansea, in respect of 
which they claimed £30,512. 
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On the 16th day of the action, he said, 
it was stated that the housing and BBC con- 
tracts had been settled, but the terms were 
not then disclosed. The hearing continued 
on the school contract. 

The Referee said the builders claimed 
that the Corporation wrongfully interfered 
with and obstructed the issue of an interim 
payment certificate. Accordingly the builders 
terminated the contract and withdrew their 
men from the site. They claimed the value 
of the work done and the materials supplied, 
losses and damages. 

The Corporation denied the charge, con- 
tended the builders had wrongfully deter- 
mined the contract, and, in consequence, the 
Corporation determined the contract by 
notice. They said the builders were not en- 
titled to any payment at the date of the writ. 


Burden’s also claimed damages for Josses 
suffered by the flooding and waterlogging of 
the site due to work carried out by the 
Corporation before the contract began. 
They alleged the Corporation had broken 
or destroyed land drains. They also 
alleged that the Corporation had been in 
breach of contract in regard to instructions 
the Borough Architect should have given 
respecting sub-contractors and _ suppliers, 
The Corporation denied these allegations, 

A claim for damages on the ground that 
the Corporation had disturbed the local 
labour market by paying their own em- 
ployees at higher wages was abandoned, the 
Referee said. 

By an interlocutory order, the builders’ 
claim for £18,407 due to them on the con- 
tracts had been struck out, leaving the sum 
involved at about £12,100. 

The main issue, he said, was whether the 
contract was properly determined by the 
builders or the Corporation. 

Mr. H. T. Wykes, the Borough Architect, 
acted as surveyor for a time for the Cor- 
poration, while Mr. A. M. W. Poston was 
employed as surveyor by Burden’s. The 
best method, he said, was for the surveyors 
of each side to meet, but they did not. The 
builders’ figures in the applications for cer- 
tificates were accepted by the Corporation. 
Interim certificates, the Referee said, were 
not final, but subject to revaluation in the 
final account on completion of the contract. 

In 1951, Messrs. Oswald Parratt, a London 
firm of surveyors, were appointed to deal 
with the certificates; and Mr. W. V. 
Hawkins, a partner in the firm, was ap- 
pointed as surveyor. Burden’s refused to 
acknowledge the appointment. On_ Sep- 
tember 27, 1951, they applied for the 2Ist 
certificate, claiming £9,636. 

“There is no doubt that at this time 
the builders were finding it difficult to 
finance this work,” the Referee said. * They 
said that if they did not receive the certifi- 
cates by October 11 the Corporation would 
be in breach of contract. They were 
wrong.” 

Mr. Hawkins valued the work done and 
materials on the site at £66,000, his honour 
said. The plaintiffs had already been paid 
£71,000, it was said. Mr. Hawkins recom- 
mended the payment of £1,287, with direc- 
tions that £672 of this. should be paid to 
sub-contractors. This was a mistake. 

Burden’s did not agree with this figure 
and threatened to withdraw from the site 
as the certificate was overdue. 

The Corporation gave the builders no 
information on which they could check the 
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certificate sum. The Town Clerk was 
atisfied that the builders’ valuations were 
yfounded and that Mr. Hawkins’ figure 
was a proper valuation. 

The Referee said the builders gave notice 
on October 30, 1951, terminating the con- 
tract and withdrew their labour on Novem- 


per 2. The Corporation then served the 
builders with a notice determining the 
contract. 


Burden’s claimed that the value of the 
work done and the materials on the site 
was £88,492, and that they had been paid 
£72,333, leaving about £16,000 due to them. 

His honour held that the Boro’ Architect 
was justified in certifying the amount 
recommended by Mr. Hawkins, but the 
direction for making payments to sub-con- 
tractors was not justified. That was due 
to a mistake in the Quantity Surveyors’ 
Department. He thought Mr. Hawkins 
made his valuation in too great a hurry 
and had not been supplied with all the 
information required. 

The Referee held that the issue of the 
certificate had been interfered with and 
obstructed by the mistake, but not wilfully. 
The builders’ notice to determine the con- 
tract was valid, but he thought it was 
regrettable the plaintiffs had not supplied 
Mr. Hawkins with fuli details of their 
valuation. 

“] think Mr. Burden is chiefly to blame 
for the lack of co-operation between the 
parties,” he said. “He has been described 
as dominating, self-opinionated and unco- 
operative. I think that is a _ correct 
description.” 

He added that the main cause of this 
litigation was the failure of the Corpora- 
tion to take steps to measure or value the 
work during its progress. They undertook 
building operations that burdened their 
Quantity Surveyors’ Department. They 
should have instructed private quantity 
surveyors. 

His honour said the Corporation had not 
committed a breach of the contract by 
carrying out work on the site before the 
builders, but there were two or three drains 
damaged. The chief reason for the flood- 
ing of the site was the inclement weather, 
exceptional even for Swansea, during part 
of the eontract. He awarded the builders 
one-tenth of their claim in this respect— 
£385. 

Regarding the charges in connection with 
the architect and sub-contractors, he 
awarded £1,019 damages. He said he would 
make an order for indemnity in respect of 
the claim by Rock Asphalte, Ltd., against 
Burden’s, if desired. 

After an adjournment, Mr. J. Stuart 
DaniEL, for the builders, said the Corpora- 
tion had agreed to indemnify Burden’s up 
to £200 for any claim established against 
the builders by Rock Asphalte, Ltd. They 
had also agreed to pay the costs on all 
issues. In regard to the housing and BBC 
contracts the Corporation had paid £5,000. 
He asked for an award for five per cent. 
interest on the £1,404 damages. This was 
granted. 


PLASTICS EXHIBITION 


The technical fair and production show 
“Plastics 1955” will take place at Dussel- 
dorf from October 8 to 16. Details from 
John E. Buck and Co., 47, Brewer-st., W1. 
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THE REBUILDING OF LONDON 
PRA’s Address to London Master Builders 


IHIS year's Lecture ‘to the London 
Master Builders’ Association was 
given by PRoFEssoR A. E. RICHARDSON, 
PRA, FRIBA, who chose as his subject 
“The Rebuilding of London.” The 
address was read at the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain on July 27. Mr. L. J. 
Holloway, FIOB, president, LMBA, was 
in the chair. Extracts from Professor 
Richardson’s address are given below: 


We are confronted to-day with two 
major issues, the wish to see London 
restored quickly and the desire that it 
should be built to accord with our indi- 
vidual ideas. Granted the first issue, but 
what of the second ? You, gentlemen, 
represent the building interests of 
England. You are the master builders and 
without your co-operation neither archi- 
tects nor prospective clients would have 
a hope of carrying out building projects, 
large or small. Your power is prodigious ; 
it derives from the certain knowledge 
of your upbringing in technical matters 
and your ability to organise labour. You 
have inherent taste because your business 
is a traditional one. You have gained 
your knowledge of materials and their 
suitability through hard experience. Yet 
you are called upon to erect buildings 
of sensational character and you are 
liable to be used as catspaws in the 
spoliation of amenities. 


So many young architects, nay, and 
old ones for that matter, have become 
imitators of fashion rather than students 
of art. Such bad behaviour the rules of 
Institutes cannot reach. The architectu- 
ral profession is infested with crude, 
irritable and tasteless persons who desire 
fame but are unwilling to serve a long 
apprenticeship. 


DISTINCTIVE CATEGORIES 


There are certain definite rulings which 
I will give to you for consideration. The 
first is that buildings intended for speci- 
fic purposes should have the character of 
that purpose. For example, a bank should 
look like a treasury house; a railway 
station like the starting place of travel 
by railway ; a hospital, a retreat for the 
sick ; a church, like the sanctuary of 
God. This theory, or ruling, which allows 
buildings to be grouped into categories 
is not understood as it should be, the 
tendency being to make all buildings 
look alike. Horizontal fenestration which, 
for a time, superseded vertical fenestra- 
tion, has now been superseded by contra- 
way glass walling. Most office buildings 
look alike, thinly constructed slabs of 
flooring veined by cellular formations. 
It is strange that the exponents of these 
contraptions are so zealous of the name 
architecture that they retain it to des- 
cribe cube masses that have no claim 
to any title other than that of packing 
cases. 

I feel that we are in agreement on the 
packing case style. The next point is the 
lamentable state of municipal and cor- 
porate taste on all matters of civic art. 
Throughout this country the evidence of 
civic taste is very little. London, in par- 
ticular, has very little to show except 


the remains of earlier traditional work, 
the layout of the great West End estates, 
the landscape parks and the Victoria 
Embankment. There are few good lamp 
posts and very little furniture worth 
noting. The statues and monuments all 
seem to belong to facets of history now 
almost forgotten. The bridges across the 
river no longer appear to be majestic. 
The towers and steeples which formerly 
attended the great cupola of St. Paul’s 
seem less gay and are certainly fewer in 
number. Yet, when viewed from the 
South Bank, London still has an incom- 
parable skyline with St. Paul’s as the 
central feature. It would be criminal 
folly if the LCC were to advocate inter- 
ference with that skyline. 


THE NATIONAL CHARACTER 

If individuals surround themselves with 
things that are images of themselves, 
nations contrive in the same way to 
crystallise the national character in 
buildings and works of art. This is par- 
ticularly noticeable in the history of cities 
and towns. You look at the roofs and 
chimney stacks of Paris and you are con- 
fronted with the French character of six 
centuries. London, on the other hand, 
is so vast, the distances so interminable, 
the minor interests so complex, that one 
can take a series of indexes which show 
what was, what is and, to some extent, 
what will be. It follows, of course, that 
ill-considered changes in the outline of a 
city as well as odd rearrangements at 
the level of the pavement, will disturb 
a city for centuries. 


We must awaken to the tremendous 
benefits of civic manners which should 
be expressed with some hauteur. Civic 
art should be regarded as the finest 
aesthetic medium for occasions. You 
master builders have an_ intellectual 
interest in all you are called upon to 
build. You should question the works 
put before you on paper since you are 
to execute them. The wise architect will 
not be contemptuous of the lessons of 
other times which brought out the 
characteristics of individuals and the 
souls of nations. He will be charmed 
with the taste and accomplishments of 
those who preceded him. The history of 
this great country proves that we can 
expect nothing really fine in the arts save 
from a_ sustained movement. The 
eighteenth century is an outstanding 
example of this. It was probably the first 
time all classes had participated in 
observing good manners in building and 
the pursuit of handicrafts. 

To-day, everything is worked up; 
styles are condemned by critics ; novelty 
is held to be of paramount value. Syn- 
thetic materials are preferred to those 
which call for skilful working and 
assembly. Those who think at all know 
that there are three wants to be satisfied 
in the rebuilding of London. None of 
these can be fulfilled. There is the desire 
for something new, the desire to trans- 
plant parts of the City to the open 
country and, lastly, the desire of greed 
which demands higher and higher values 
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from the smallest site. It is obvious that 
happiness is not to be obtained by 
pandering entirely to these desires. 


The rebuilding of London must begin 
with designs on paper, drawn to scale. 
These designs should be simple and 
imaginative. The buildings need not be 
anything more than shells but the ele- 
vations should be predetermined to form 
comprehensive frontages. By this method 
Bath was endowed by gracious charm. 
By paying attention to groupings and 
elevations the newer parts of Edinburgh 
were made stately. By properly organi- 
sing the layout of broad streets and 
spacious squares, Dublin attained to a 
character which is referred to with envy. 

What is really needed is a fresh out- 
look on the treatment of street frontages 
for ordinary buildings, and an imagina- 
tive approach to the problems of civic 
design. That is to say, the planning and 
design of buildings which are intended 
for public or official use. We should 
awaken to the fact that the London 
boroughs are ripe for recognition as 
industrial cities within a vast collective 
City State. For example, Islington should 
be one city, Greenwich another, Padding- 
ton another, and so one could go on to 
Hammersmith, Richmond and Croydon ; 
in fact all round the borders of the 
present metropolis. The London County 
Council would change its title to the 
London Civic Council and, of course, 
there would be a corresponding increase 
of responsibilities within the orbit of the 
controlling authority. 


There are two essentials necessary to 
the rebuilding of London if it is to be 
reconstructed on resplendent lines. The 
first is to have very definite rulings on 
height of buildings in relation to the 
width of streets and the general sil- 
houette of a city. The second is to have 
designs prepared for whole areas. The 
chance’ speculator, the prospective 
occupier, should be advised of those areas 
suited to special industries or for new 
accommodation. In the case of the City 
of London, very special study 
and preliminary arrangements 
are required. Statistics, densities, 
plot values and ideas of com- 
mercial exploitation should be 
ruled out entirely, that is if a 
fine city is required. If, on the 
other hand, the City Fathers wish 
for enormously increased finan- 
cial returns, then the rebuilding 
would not only be delayed but 
a hotchpotch result can be ex- 
pected. It should be the first duty 
of the City authorities to specify 
those areas of the City which 
must be regarded entirely from 
the aesthetic point of view. The 
areas are largely St. Paul’s 
Churchyard, the Royal Exchange, 
the Tower, Thames-street with 
its prospective quay, Cheapside 
and New  Bridge-street. The 
Finsbury area, including the area 
known as Barbican, should be 
reserved partly as a residential 
area for all classes of city workers 
from the heads of banks and 
commercial houses to _ those 
whose labours are necessary for 
other less conspicuous duties. 


THE NEW ROTTERDA 
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There is, however, another side which 
must be considered. Efficacy in matters 
of utility may be cited as a creed, but it 
only represents accommodation to certain 
circumstances. The contention is that 
the shibboleth cry of functionalism is 
now outmoded. Economy and efficiency 
have played too great a part in sup- 
pressing artistry. The damaging effect 
on the crafts is well known. The tyranny 
of the catalogue has caused a flood of 
stock goods to sweep skilled labour from 
the market. But the most awe-inspiring 
thought of all is that architecture is no 
longer considered to be an art. 

There used to be craftsmanship in 
drawing and design. At one time plan- 
ning was considered pari passu with the 
treatment of the building as a whole. 
There was regard for interior perspec- 
tive, exterior modelling and complemen- 


tary form. These tenets of design are no 





IUA 


HE fourth Congress of the Inter- 

national Union of Architects, which 
was attended by over a thousand dele- 
gates and members, was held at The 
Hague, from July 11 to 18. A report of 
the earlier sessions appeared in The 
Builder of July 22. 

On Tuesday, July 12, there was an all- 
day motor excursion to Rotterdam. I 
was impressed by the immense amount 
of replanning and rebuilding which had 
been achieved since a previous visit in 
1950. Two notable features of the re- 
planning of the central area are the large 
open space allotted for a car park, with 
the separate enclosure for bicycles ad- 
joining, and the new central area shop- 
ping centre. This comprises two paved 
walks intersecting at about the centre, 
each some 60 to 70 ft. in width, with 
small patches of grass and sculpture at 
intervals; the main walk leads to the 
Town Hall where the Burgomaster and 
Council received the delegates before they 
embarked for a trip round the recon- 
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longer encouraged. The uses of travel 
are not understood. Young People no 
longer travel abroad with enthusiasm 
neither do they devote their spare time 
to studying the immense field of design 
which the world has to offer. 

It is obvious to most builders that what 
is really needed for the rebuilding of 
London is that every consideration shoul 
be given to methods which have been 
proved sound by recent usage and, at the 
same time, the cultivation of taste baseq 
on the qualities of past work, should also 
be recognised. Whether we like it or not 
this is the process at work at the present 
time, The word should be toleration, pot 
an everlasting battle of words. But to 
achieve the necessary viewpoint whereby 
architects could regain their former pres. 
tige as artists, it is evident that youths 
must be re-educated in the elementary 
principles of the art. 


_—. 


structed port of Rotterdam. After this, 
various groups were formed for visits to 
the Bouwcentrum, Van Vellés factory 
and the “ E.55 ” exhibition. r 

On July 13, the committees on the 
Formation of the Architect; Programme: 
Rationalisation of Plans; and Equipment, 
had meetings during the morning. In the 
afternoon there was a motor coach ex- 
cursion to Delft. 

On July 14, the proceedings opened 
with a short speech by THE PRESIDENT, 
who asked members to rise and salute 
the French delegates on the occasion of 
the féte commemorating their day of 
national liberation. M. Van Kuyck, of 
Belgium, opened the discussion on Pro- 
duction. Chief points made were: that 
specifications for building were inade- 
quate for mass production; that three 
factors, production, labour and cost, had 
to be considered; that it was essential 
that the whole operation in factory and 
on site should be controlled by the archi- 
tect, who would therefore have to trans- 
form his ideas; that a considerable 
economy results from the use of pre- 


eed 


IUA International Congress at The Hague. 
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fabricated RC elements instead of in 
gu construction. The speaker thought 
modular co-ordination, which made parts 
interchangeable, was the solution to be 
jimed at. The same conclusion was 
ached by the group dealing with 
“Rationalisation,” where the need for a 
more precise definition of terms was em- 
phasized. 


MODULAR CO-ORDINATION 


It was stated that the committee ap- 
pointed by OEEC to consider Modular 
Co-ordination is expected to publish its 
first report towards the end of this year. 
A Danish delegate observed that the big 
question seemed to be to know where 
we were going to stop. 

The chairman, Mme. Syrkus (Poland), 
proposed that the text of the resolution 
proposed by the IUA Housing Committee 
should be adopted as a resolution of 
the Congress. This was agreed at the 
afternoon meeting. M. VAN Kuyck said 
the probable saving in cost by prefabri- 
cation methods would be considerable 
for large works but little or nothing on 
small sites. In the prefabrication era 
the architect would cease to be the in- 
dividual director of the work and would 
become the leader of a team. 

On July 15, there was an all-day motor 

coach excursion to Amsterdam. The first 
stop, on a hot and cloudless day, was at 
the boating restaurant and grand stands 
adjoining the mile-long sailing canal, for 
refreshments. On arrival at the city 
centre delegates were entertained to lunch 
by the Amsterdam section of BNA. This 
was followed by a trip round the canals 
and port. Later in the evening delegates 
were received and entertained at the 
National Museum and Art Gallery by 
the Burgomaster and Corporation, before 
returning to Schveninger by motor coach. 
Saturday, July 16, was fully occupied 
by meetings of the various committees. 
The report of the committee dealing with 
the Status of the Architect, which fol- 
lowed the draft prepared by the British 
section, was unanimously adopted. M. 
VAN DER StTEUR (Holland) observed 
that in most European countries the 
French code was followed, but this no 
longer covered all the duties and activi- 
ties of the architect. 
At the closing session votes of thanks 
were passed to the President, organising 
committee, voluntary helpers, and inter- 
preters. The congress resolutions drafted 
by the committees were adopted. These 
may be briefly summarized as under:— 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 


Programme.—Is based on the “ Declaration 
of the Rights of Man,” as adopted by the 
United Nations. Everyone has the right to a 
home. Schools must also be provided. There 
should be co-operation between the IUA, 
IFH & TP and UNESCO for the solution of the 
housing problem in all. countries. 


Housing and Rationalisation—Every effort 
should be made to develop standardisation and 
prefabrication and all national sections of TUA 
are invited to stimulate experimental con- 
struction. 


Status of the Architect—An architect is one 
who is a master in the art of building for the 
fullest expression of life. He should endeavour 
to develop continuously in technical competence 
and artistic = In return, society should 
Provide such legal protection as the profession 
needs to function properly. Such legislation 
should establish and/or define the qualifications 
necessary for the practice of architecture; the 
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best means of obtaining sound architectural 
training and of preventing the entry of un- 
qualified persons; the rules of conduct, or code, 
required to ensure a high moral standard, and 
the penalties to be attached to violations of the 
code. 

The architect should place at the disposal of 
his client all his knowledge and experience in 
submitting proposals and supervising works in 
so far as they are not inconsistent with his 
duty to the profession or the interests of the 
community. The architect is not permitted to 
advertise or to have or acquire an improper 
commercial interest. He should take no action 
which might damage a fellow architect. He 
should help his assistants to reach a position 
commensurate with their abilities. He should 
retain full copyright of his designs. His pro- 
fessional training should qualify him to direct 
and co-ordinate all building trades, including 
prefabrication of building components and 
equipment, and he should use his authority to 
maintain harmonious relations between all those 
concerned in the design and execution of his 
work and enable them to appreciate its inten- 
tion. He is entitled to a proper reward for his 
services in the form of a fee or salary to the 
exclusion of any commission or profit. If he 
collaborates with industry in the development 
of new processes he is entitled to remuneration 
in accordance with scales to be determined by 
the national organisation. In countries where 
the code allows it he may carry out actual build- 
ing construction, but should confine his activi- 
ties to work of his own design. 

Production.—The congress notes that in many 
countries insufficient importance is attached to 
the advantages obtained by prefabrication and 
mass __ production. Interchangeability and 
modular co-ordination are impeded by out-of- 
date regulations and by laws which should be 
revised to allow for the use of new techniques. 
It is recommended that this committee should 
continue to study these problems. 

Equipment.—Minimum standards for the size 
of certain rooms recommended. Washing of 
linen permitted in the kitchen on condition that 
proper drying arrangements are _ provided. 
There should be a separate w.c. in dwellings for 
more than three persons. Internal bathrooms 
and w.c.s should be provided with artificial 
ventilation. 

Sanitary plumbing should be planned so as te 
allow for extensions or alterations. 


The Congress draws the attention of ISO to 
the need for standardisation in fittings for 
kitchens and bathrooms. 

For dwellings of over three storeys in height 
rubbish chutes are essential. 

Training of the Architect—The congress con- 
siders it desirable to promote a good general 
education in all aspirants to the profession of 
architecture. A resolution with regard to the 
admissibility of candidates will be published at 
a later date. 


CONGRESS IN MOSCOW 


The proceedings ended with a review 
of the work done since the last congress 
at Lisbon, by Pror. OLLSON (Sweden). 
Several new national sections had been 
admitted, including Germany, China, 
Korea, Spain, Japan and Hungary. 


Regulations for International competi- 
tions had been approved and agreed with 
UNESCO. 


An invitation to hold the 1957 Congress 
in Moscow had been accepted. They 
all united in the desire for the peace of 
the world in the words Liberté, Egalité, 
Fraternité which had marked the con- 
gress and work of the IUA. 


In the evening the executive committee 
and official delegates were entertained to 
dinner by the Organising Committee of 
the congress and members and _ their 
ladies attended a “Gala evening” with 
local dances and folk songs, etc., at the 
Kursaal. 

H. P. Cart DE LAFONTAINE. 


(Concluded.) 
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IN PARLIAMENT . 


Houses for US Forces 


(THERE Was some criticism by members 

of the Opposition of the proposal to 
use purchases of surplus American tobacco 
to finance the construction of houses for 
members of United States forces stationed 
in Great Britain, when an Air Force supple- 
mentary estimate came up for consideration 
in the House of Commons on July 18. 

Mr. JOHN STRACHEY, drawing attention to 
what he described as a “ barter transaction,” 
said that it was most interesting and curious, 
but not necessarily objectionable. It added 
up in the end to the building of houses by 
Britain, the rent for which would be paid by 
the United States, but in tobacco. What 
would happen, apparently, was that 15m. 
dollars worth of tobacco would be purchased 
without any dollars being used in the trans- 
action; the United States, having received 
the sterling equivalent, would hand it over 
to the British Government, who would build 
the houses and rent them to the American 
Government at a rent of £1 a year. He was 
glad that the freehold of the houses would 
remain with the British Government, 
because he did not think the House would 
want the Americans to acquire the freehold 
of the property in Britain. 

Mr. Emrys HuGHES asked why it was 
necessary to provide houses for American 
military personnel in Britain, and how many 
of the 1,600 houses proposed would be built 
in or near Prestwick. What would be the 
cost? Would they be built by the Ministry 
of Works or the local authority? If such 
houses were built in the vicinity of Prest- 
wick there would be considerable criticism 
from local people. Had the American forces 
come to stay permanently? In the neigh- 
bourhood of the airport there was ample 
accommodation in boarding houses and 
hotels. Why, then, was it necessary for 
building labour and resources to be diverted 
for the greater part of the year? He was 
not at all convinced that it was a wise policy 
to increase expenditure on houses for Ameri- 
can servicemen. Such houses absorbed 
labour and resources of the building indus- 
try and although progress had been made 
in that part of the world there were still 
large waiting lists and local people felt that 
they should come first. 

Mr. FERNYHOUGH protested against the 
Government curtailing the right of his local 
authority to build houses for people who 
really needed them while granting to the 
Air Ministry facilities to provide houses for 
people who had not the same right to them. 
People in his constituency had lived in slum 
conditions for generations, and that would 
continue because the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government was reducing the 
number of houses to be built by local 
authorities for rental. It was infamous that 
the Air Ministry, when there was not the 
building material available to meet all the 
claims made on it, should have given the go 
ahead signal and allowed further claims to 
be made on limited resources which would 
not be used for the benefit of British people. 

Mr. Cyrit BENCE said that no information 
was given about the standard of these 
houses. In the last two years the standards 
of our own houses had been reduced. Did 
these particular houses comply with the old 
standard or the new? Would they be built 
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by direct labour, or put out to contract to 
big contractors all at the same price? 

Mr. WILLIAM Ross suggested that there 
would be some resentment if building 
materials which could be used for local 
authority building were used for erecting 
these 1,600 houses or any share that came to 
Scotland. There had been a falling off in 
the amount of local authority building to 
meet the needs of the local population, and 
it would be a matter of regret if a new policy 
came into operation which would further 
hamper the building of necessary houses in 
any part of the country. This was a con- 
cealed form of dollar aid. 


THE GOVERNMENT VIEW 


Mr. GEORGE WarD, Under Secretary of 
State for Air, replying to the debate, said 
that in common with the British practice the 
United States authorities allowed the families 
of members of their armed forces to join 
them at overseas stations. Previously there 
had been no official provision of quarters 
in Britain, and they had had to find accom- 
modation as best they could and on their 
Own initiative. In view of the general hous- 
sing shortage that had not been easy, and 
in many cases accommodation near the 
bases had been almost unprocurable. The 
United States Congress had agreed that the 
15m. dollars worth of surplus tobacco could 
be imported and the sterling equivalent of 
that deposited to the account of the Ameri- 
can Government in this country for the pro- 
vision of married quarters. 


The capital cost of building the houses 
would be borne by the Americans, and they 
could not be asked to pay that cost and a 
high rent. They would become the freehold 
property of the British Government when 
the Americans no longer required them. It 
had not been decided whether they would 
be taken over by local authorities. The 
Americans would be responsible for the 
upkeep and general maintenance while in 
occupation. The Government were being 
most careful to minimise the demands on 
traditional materials and labour required by 
local authorities. That had been laid down 
expressly in the specifications on which they 
were seeking tenders from contractors. They 
specified non-traditional building methods 
and materials. The Air Ministry Works 
Directorate would employ contractors to do 
the work. 


At this stage it would not be appropriate 
for him to discuss location. There were 
16 different locations under consideration, 
and discussions were being held with local 
planning authorities. 

The estimate was agreed to. 


Hospitals in Scotland 


URTHER details of the projects en- 
visaged by the Government im their 
hospital building programme for Scotland 
were made known to the Commons on July 
19, by Mr. Nixon Browne, Under Secretary, 
Scottish Office, when replying to a short 
debate on Scottish health services. 


The new feature introduced into the pro- 
gramme originally announced by the Secre- 
tary of State in February, he said, was that 
additional sums proposed by the Govern- 
ment should cover the cost of major hospi- 
tal building schemes in the next three years. 
Schemes for that purpose had been selected 
by the Secretary of State from among those 
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put forward by regional boards and would 
be financed centrally by the Department of 
Health for Scotland. 

The total provision for hospital building 
would be increased from its present level 
of £1,900,000 to £2,200,000 in 1956-57 and 
to £2,500,000 in 1957-58. A small part of 
the funds to be made available would be 
used to supplement the special programme 
of plant renewal on which they had been 
engaged for some time and on which 
£800,000 was expected to be spent in the 
three years 1955-58. The balance would be 
used to increase the number of major build- 
ing schemes. 

Under existing programmes two major 
schemes, involving between them an esti- 
mated total cost of £640,000, had already 
been started. Both were in Edinburgh, both 
at the Western General Hospital. The cur- 
rent year’s programme included a start on 
three major projects. The first was the 
reconstruction of the Westgreen mental 
hospital at Dundee due to start in Septem- 
ber and estimated to cost £250,000. The 
second, the erection of a surgical unit of 120 
beds at the Victoria hospital, Kirkcaldy, 
would begin in August, and would cost 
about £450,000. The third was the provision 
of a maternity hospital at Bellshill, Lanark- 
shire, involving expenditure of about 
£500,000. The provision of a new nurses’ 
home at the Bellshill mental hospital would 
be started next month. 

Three major development schemes, pro- 
viding about 850 additional beds and ancil- 
lary services in mental hospitals were in the 
programme for next year. These were at 
Ladysbridge, near Banff, Baldovan Institu- 
tion near Dundee, and the Royal Scottish 
National Institution at Larbert. Some pre- 
liminary work had already begun at Ladys- 
bridge, including work on a new boiler 
house. Planning work was in hand on the 
three major schemes due to start in 1957- 
58. One was a radiotherapy and research 
unit at Glasgow Western Infirmary, which 
would have the latest facilities for the 
handling of radioactive isotopes, and would 
be complementary to the unit now being 
built at Edinburgh. A firm estimate of the 
cost was not yet available. 

In Edinburgh, a large-scale reconstruction 
of the Royal Mental Hospital would be be- 
gun at an estimated cost of £450,000. In 
addition to general improvements and the 
installation of a new heating scheme there 
would be new admission and treatment units 
and 160 beds. In Lerwick there would be a 
start on the replacement of the Gilbert Bain 
hospital by new buildings estimated to cost 
£250,000. 

The schemes outlined by the Minister in- 
volved a capital expenditure of about £4m. 
There was also £800,000 to be spent on the 
work in the hospitals which would make a 
considerable saving in revenue expenditure 
on heating systems and other services. In 
addition, regional boards would be carry- 
ing out their own projects, involving an 
expenditure of about £1,300,000 a year. 


Coal Policy 


OAL policy dominated Parliament last 
week. On July 20 the Commons dis- 
cussed almost every aspect from the seam to 
the smoke, and the Lords dealt exclusively 
with the damage to land and property caused 
by subsidence. In essence each case came 
down to one issue—‘‘ Who pays?” The 
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Commons were in conflict on the issue tha 
the burden should be spread throughout the 
community, and that meant the consumer. 
the Lords were unable to get much of , 
tangible lead from the Government, anq 
were therefore unable to resolve thei 
difficulty. 

It emerged from the Minister’s statement 
in the Commons that the Government were 
in full agreement with the Coal Board’s pro. 
posal for the recent heavy increase in prices, 
unpopular as they were. There would bea 
sharp reduction in exports next year, which 
would result in a corresponding fall in the 
need for imports which this year would 
result in heavy losses which the higher prices 
were hoped would offset. To bridge the 
growing disparity between production and 
consumption there would be a greater use of 
oil in industry—by 1960 it would be the 
equivalent of an extra 25m. tons of coal a 
year—and there were also the prospects for 
atomic energy. 

From 1960 the atomic energy programme 
would begin to make its contribution. There 
had been good progress in the siting of the 
first atomic power stations. Of the first two 
one would serve the London area and would 
probably be sited near the sea on one of the 
Essex rivers; the other would serve Birm- 
ingham and Bristol and would probably be 
on the Severn. That programme was not 
limited by finance but by the number of 
scientists, engineers and designers with the 
necessary skill. 

The Opposition were not satisfied with the 
Government’s policy. They condemned it 
because of the failure to pursue a vigorous 
and successful fuel efficiency policy and 
wanted the loss on imports to be removed 
from the Coal Board. Mr. Philip Noel- 
Baker, who was the Minister of Fuel and 
Power in the Labour Government, and many 
of his colleagues who were miners and repre- 
sent mining constituencies, had various ideas 
for remedying the present difficulties, for 
which they advanced a plethora of causes. 


PROVISION OF HOUSES 


Mr. Nokt-BaKER thought that the Govern- 
ment could do more to help the Coal Board 
about providing more houses, which he be- 
lieved would arrest the decline in manpower. 
There was, he said, nothing so attractive to 
a man who wanted to marry, or to a miner 
who contemplated moving from one coalfield 
to another, as the prospect of being able to 
get a house. The Government could stop 
reducing local authority housing in areas 
where there were miners without houses, as 
he understood there were at Cannock Chase. 

The theme of more and better houses and 
amenities for miners was continued by MIss 
JENNIE LEE, who sits for Cannock. It was 
simply nonsense, she said, that a young man 
in the coal industry when he became engaged 
could not go to the local council offices and 
find out what houses were available. The 
Coal Board should have other things to do 
besides building houses. That ought to be 
the duty of the Government. If a man had 
money he could build himself a house in 
every county: but a young miner could not 
afford to buy a house. What he was entitled 
to was a good pleasant house to rent, not to 
have to wait drearily month after month, 
year after year on a council list. ; 

She did not condemn the board for having 
built 20,000 houses. That was a policy of 
desperation: it had to fill the gap, but what 
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was needed was that councils in mining areas 
should have adequate quotas for building 

uses. Her constituency was an expanding 
walfield, but they had not the houses to 
meet the needs of newcomers, nor to house 
the old miners. Instead, the housing quota 
had been harshly cut, and she asked the 
Minister of Fuel and Power to insist on the 
Minister of Housing and Loca] Government 
and the Chancellor combining with him to 
provide and improve the social amenities of 
mining villages. 

Mr. GERALD NABARRU, who has been a 
vigorous critic of the Minister and his policy, 
suggested a miscellaneous Bill which, among 
other things, would lay down that every new 
industrial building would, as a condition of 
ganting the development certificate, be pro- 
petly insulated. There was not, he said, an 
dustrial building in the country where 
steam heating was used, either from coal or 
oil, in which insulation would not be con- 
ducive to reducing the fuel requirement. The 
Ridley committee recommended this, and 
eery fuel technologist, architect, and works 
engineer knew it to be true. 


THE GOVERNMENT'S VIEWS 


Mr. Harry CROOKSHANK, Lord Privy Seal, 
replying to the debate, said that the Govern- 
ment recognised the need for houses for 
miners in those areas where coal production 
could be expanded. They would encourage 
that provision by dealing sympathetically 
with applications for extra allocations from 
local authorities who were willing to build 
more houses for that purpose. 

The debate in the Lords was opened by 
the BisHop OF Dersy, who said that in 
Derbyshire there was a whole township in 
which not one house was secure; the 
church and vicarage had had to be aban- 
doned; a Wesleyan chapel had had to be 
demolished; the public library was sup- 
ported by wooden struts and was partly 
unusable, and a large secondary school was 
likely to be abandoned and replaced by a 
new school. 

THe EARL OF MUNSTER, Minister without 
Portfolio, who replied, said that if the Coal 
Board agreed not to work under inhabited 
areas they would lose about 80,000,000 tons 
of coal a year, and that would be an impos- 
sible state of affairs for them when coal was 
80 badly needed. The built-up areas suffer- 
ing mostly from damage were nearly all 
above new coal mines where coal could be 
most economically worked. 


The Government had been urged to carry 
out, at any rate, that part of the Turner 
Committee report dealing with the estab- 
lishment of key points, giving support to 
works and buildings which played a vital 
part in the life of the community, disputed 
cases being determined by a special tribunal. 
That involved a major and fundamental 
change relating to support, and in particular 
was a drastic interference with the rights 
of surface owners, which could not be 
lightly accepted by any Government. The 
Minister of Fuel and Power was having the 
Matter re-examined, but the Government 
could not hold out any prospect of imme- 
diate legislation. 

There had been a meeting that day be- 
tween the Minister and representatives of 
local authorities who complained that they 
had to meet a heavy bill for damage to 
their services because of subsidence. The 
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representations of the authorities were 
directed to asking for the recommendations 
of the Turner Committee to be put into 
effect. That would not provide a com- 
prehensive solution. The Minister had 
given the deputation an assurance that if 
no such solution proved practicable, the 
Government would be prepared to extend 
the scope of the forthcoming review of local 
government finance to bring within its 
terms of reference the consideration of the 
burden falling on the rates of areas liable 
to specially serious mining subsidence. That 
assurance related to local authority interests, 
and not private interests. 


Technological Education 


RINGING the House of Commons “ up 

to date” on the announcement made 

in December about the Government’s plans 

for the development of higher technological 

education, Mr. HENRY BROOKE, Financial 

Secretary to the Treasury, stated on July 21 

that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 

approved starts to the value of £1m. in 

1956-57, a similar amount to that already 
approved for this financial year. 

Mr Brooke said that the total amount of 
Government grant for schemes outside 
London for building only was about 
£4,350,000, which would be increased to 
about £6m. if one added about 35 per cent. 
for equipment and other costs. There 
would also be about £520,000 a year for 
maintenance. 

Detailing the work already sanctioned, 
the Financial Secretary said that new major 
schemes would be starting soon at Birm- 
ingham, Newcastle, Sheffield and Cam- 
bridge, and a further set of projects, con- 
stituting the 1956-57 programme, was now 
in the planning stage. The latter would all 
start next year and would be at Cambridge, 
Newcastle, Sheffield, Southampton and the 
Manchester College of Technology. 

The development at the Imperial College 
in London was one of towering magnitude, 
likely to cost about £15m. In 1953-54 the 
total expenditure on the college was about 
£1m. Building work had been authorised, 
much of which was already in progress, to 
a total value of £4m., more than £1m. of 
which was on the college, £1m. on the re- 
placement building by London University 
for the purpose of helping to clear the site, 
nearly £1,500,000 on museum building to 
enable museums on the site to move, and 
about £600,000 for equipment. 

None of the building work, nor the 
academic expansion, would be impeded by 
current difficulties. When the development 
plan was first announced it was stated that 
it would be necessary to release the whole 
of the South Kensington site for this 
expansion. But it had become clear that 
to do so would raise more formidable legal 
difficulties than had been originally appre- 
ciated. To overcome those difficulties it 
might be necessary to introduce a Bill in 
the autumn. 

The Government had received representa- 
tions from the Royal Fine Art Commission 
about the site and plans for its development. 
They were, in consultation with the Univer- 
sity of London and the college authorities 
giving careful consideration to the views 
put forward by the commission. He had 
great sympathy with the governors, who 
were not seeing their later difficulties 
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cleared away as quickly as they would have 
hoped, but the Government were deter- 
mined to help them in every way they could 
and trusted that they would not lose 
courage. 

Earlier in the debate, which was on the 
shortage of scientists and technicians in 
industry, SiR Davip EccLes, Minister of 
Education, gave a glimpse of what he called 
“bold and imaginative plans” which would 
make great demands on limited building 
resources in addition to costing a lot of 
money. He was outlining an alternative 
method of securing extra scientists, tech- 
nologists, technicians and craftsmen by “a 
much broader route than that which led to 
the universities.’ The details of this 
scheme will be worked out during the sum- 
mer, and the Minister will make a further 
statement to Parliament before Christmas. 
The new route would be through further 
education in technical education, and there 
would be a close co-operation between 
education authorities and industry. 

Mr. AUSTEN ALBU, a governor of the 
{mperial College, who initiated the discus- 
sion, referred to the difficulties confronting 
the Government about the site. He said 
that they had had time to have settled them, 
and it was time they were settled if the plan 
was to be carried out. There had been some 
correspondence in the Press about the 
architectural merits of the Imperial Insti- 
tute. Neither he nor his fellow governors 
were Philistines in this matter. 

If there was some architectural value in 
the building so that it should be preserved, 
they would have to consider it. But the 
value of the building had to be considered 
against the urgent technological and 
economic needs of the country, and it was 
time for the Government to make up their 
minds. If they decided to change the plan 
they should announce it. 


Restrictions on Credit 


NEw economic measures to combat in- 
flation announced by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in the House of Com- 
mons on July 25, will restrict future hous- 
ing programmes of local authorities and 
affect the Government’s plans for capital 
investment in roads, hospitals and schools. 
Posing the reduction of home consump- 
tion to leave room for extra exports as “ the 
primary aim” Mr. BUTLER set five methods 
by which Government policy and action 
could achieve it. These were in the realms 
of Government expenditure, local govern- 
ment expenditure, expenditure by the 
nationalised industries, credit restriction 
and hire purchase. 

On credit policy he said that he was sure 
the banks would use their undoubted power 
to reduce the amount of credit below what 
they would be glad to give if times were 
easier, and that customers would reduce 
their applications for credit to a minimum. 
In a letter to the Governor of the Bank of 
England he emphasised that the necessary 
reduction in demand was unlikely to be 
achieved unless the total bank advances were 
reduced below their present level. 

The minimum hire purchase deposits on 
a wide range of goods would be increased 
from 15 per cent. to 334 per cent. from 
July 26, but the maximum repayment period 
would be unchanged. 

[A list of some of the goods affected is 
given on page 204.] 
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He had also to seek a lightening of the 
pressure of local authority capital expendi- 
ture on the economy, and appealed to local 
authorities to hold back their schemes for 
such expenditure as far as they could. The 
Ministers concerned would adopt a stricter 
attitude towards proposals by local authori- 
ties for all but essential purposes. The 
recent action of the Government in raising 
the rates for borrowing from the Public 
Works Loans Board would ensure that in 
embarking on capital expenditure local 
authorities would have to count the full 
cost resulting from the general increase in 
money rates. 

Some of the capital requirements of the 
nationalised industries would be reduced to 
a minimum in the immediate future. 
Expenditure on capital projects would be 
postponed or slowed up as far as might be 
possible with due regard to contractual 
obligations and economic administration. 
That would be done without jeopardising 
essential objectives such as coal production 
and nuclear power. 

There was an air of “I told you so,” 
from Mr. HuGH GAITSKELL, the former 
Labour Chancellor, when he questioned 
Mr. Butler about this announcement, which 
he characterised as “depressing.” Did it 
mean, he inquired, that local authority 
housing programmes were to be reduced 
still further. 

To Labour cries of “And schools,” Mr. 
Gaitskell observed “I think schools clearly 
are.” 

Pursuing the economic argument further, 
Mr. Gaitskell asked if the Chancellor was 
satisfied that his monetary policy did have 
a sharp effect on consumption generally, 
and whether by this means he was not cut- 
ting investment much too hard. If so, did 
he contemplate an autumn Budget to correct 
the errors of a spring one. 

Mr. BUuTLER said that existing pro- 
grammes for local authority housing would 
not be affected. It was more a case of 
slowing down rather than putting off such 
programmes and not taking on new com- 
mitments. It was not a matter of slashing a 
particular programme but of digesting what 
they could because the difficulties were 
marginal and not fundamental. 

The Government had been well pleased 
with the increase in factory building and 
industrial investment. He was not disposed 
to consider an autumn Budget now. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Sanpys, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, stated that 
the Chancellor’s announcement would not 
affect the slum clearance programme. 


OTHER BUSINESS 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 

Mr. BLENKINSOP asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government if he 
would give the number of improvement 
grants issued under the Housing Act, 1949, 
and amending Acts during 1950, 1951, 1952, 
1953, 1954, and during the first quarter of 
1955. 

Mr. Sanpys, replying on July 8, said the 
following grants for improvements and con- 
versions had been approved during the 
periods in question: — 


Period Total 

From 1/8/1949 to 31/3/51 589 
Year ended 31/3/52 1,462 
oS 31/3/53 1,979 

pe ae 31/3/54 3,178 
19,702 


” 31/3/55 
First quarter of 1955 yes 
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SALE OF COUNCIL HOUSES 


Miss JENNIE LEE asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on July 19 
on what date permission was given to local 
councils to sell houses built by them; what 
was the number of houses sold since then; 
and what percentage of the total houses 
built by councils this figure represented. 

Mr. SANpDys: General consent was given 
to local authorities to sell council houses to 
sitting tenants, by circular dated August 26, 
1952. Up to the end of last month 3,868 
council houses had been sold under these 
arrangements. This represents about 0.7 
per cent. of the total number of council 
houses built during that period. 


SLUM CLEARANCE FIGURES 


LorD BALNIEL asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, on July 19, 
whether he would cause to be published in 
the quarterly housing summaries a table, 
showing the total number of new houses and 
flats built, as part of local authority sium- 
clearance schemes. 

Mr. Sanpys: Yes. I am at present con- 
sidering how the quarterly housing returns 
could be amended to provide this informa- 
tion in the most convenient form. 


IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 


Mr. HurpD asked the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government how many local 
authorities were now encouraging the full 
use of housing improvement grants at the 
50 per cent. rate; how many were not yet 
doing so; and if he would again draw the 
attention of those authorities to the satis- 
factory and economical results that were 
being obtained in many areas. 

Mr. SANDYS, in a written reply on July 19, 
stated: More than 1,130 local authorities in 
England and Wales have given improvement 
grants. About 340 have so far not done 
so. Figures are not available for the pro- 
portion of grants given at the maximum rate 
of 50 per cent. In view of the satisfactory 
progress made, I do not think that any 
further reminder is necessary. 


WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION 


Mr. RIDSDALE asked the Secretary to the 
Treasury when he expected to be able to 
close the War Damage Commission: and 
when he expected the commission to wind 
up its existing outstanding cases. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, replying on July 19, 
said: No date has been fixed for winding up 
the War Damage Commission. As Mr. 
Ridsdale will realise, the completion of out- 
standing cases does not depend on the 
commission, but on when the owners of war 
damaged properties are able to carry out the 
works of reinstatement. Legislation would 
be necessary to wind up the commission, 
and in view of the number of cases where 
war damage has yet to be made good, the 
time is not ripe for this. 
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EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS 


Mr. Horace KING asked the Minister of 
Education what would be the total value of 
the 1955-56 building programme; how 
much of this was for projects for rural 
reorganisation undertaken because of Cir. 
cular 283, further education projects under 
that circular, and other projects resulting 
from the circular, respectively. 


Sir Davip Ecc es, replying on July ay 
said.—The value of major projects in the 
current year’s educational building pro. 
gramme is about £70m. This _ includes 
schemes to the value of £12m. for rural 
reorganisation and £2.5m. for further 
education which were added to the pro. 
gramme as a result of Circular 283. 

Mr. KING said that local education 
authorities jumped with alacrity at the new 
directive when the Minister assured them 
that there would not be a limit, and asked 
why had he now put a limit on such 
expenditure. 


Sir Davip said that he had not imposed 
any limit. The original proposal was that 
the rural authorities should complete their 
school reorganisation in five years, but it 
turned out that the total programme was 
considerably larger than was first submitted, 
It was sensible to reorganise some schools 
in the county towns where new secondary 
schools for children over 11 in villages 
would have to be built. He would keep to 
the five-year period instead of trying to do 
it in two or three years. 


Mr. KinG asked the Minister, how many 
county authorities submitted proposals for 
rural reorganisation following the issue of 
Circular 283; and how many counties failed 
to take advantage of the opportunity to 
complete reorganisation. 


Sir FRANK MEDLIcoTT also asked for a 
statement about which county authorities 
had up to now made proposals for such 
reorganisation. 


Sm Davip Eccies: Of the 56 county 
authorities which were maintaining rural 
all-age schools when I issued Circular 283, 
all but Caernarvon have made proposals to 
me. Caernarvon hopes to complete the 
very little reorganisation that remains for it 
to do by an arrangement with a neighbour- 
ing authority and without further building. 


PRICES OF FIRECLAY PRODUCTS 


Mr. Evuis SmitH asked the Minister of 
Works, if he would give the home prices 
per ton for the years 1934, 1936, 1939, and 
1944 of fireclay sinks, earthenware closet 
pans, firebricks, and typical examples of 
other earthenware. 


Mr. BeEvins, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Works, in a written reply on 
July 21, gave the following information:— 


TYPICAL PRICES PER TON FOR THE YEAR 





























1934 1936 1939 1944 

£¢. & £ ¢ 2. £ 4, a. £4 @ 

Fireclay sinks, size 24 in. by 18 in. by 10 in. 33 17 0 348 «0 3110 0 42 18 0 
Earthenware closet pans: 

Popular type... sae ie Pry ae ao 67 6 76° 2 6 96 7 0 141 0 0 

A heavier type eas ie = ose 91 6 0 91 6 0 10415 9 155 12 6 

Earthenware lavatory basins ne Rae ie 96 7 0 96 7 0 102 4 6 151 11 6 

Firebricks standard 2} in. ... aus oe ves z 3 @ 23 4 23 4 3 510 
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MODULAR BUILDING 


A new illustrated brochure published by 
Mod-X Structures, Ltd., 20, Lowndes-street, 
Swi, gives a full technical description of 
their system of modular building, understood 
to allow full freedom in planning and design. 
The essentials of the Mod-X technique lie in 
the production, not of standard buildings, 
but of standard factory-made components, 
from which any type or size of structure can 
be designed and supplied for rapid erection 
by semi-skilled labour. Mod-X components 
are all co-ordinated on a 40-in. planning 
grid, and can be made from local materials 
where practicable. The resultant structures 
are claimed to have a life comparable with 
that of a traditional building, and the com- 
pany’s design staff will prepare schemes for 
the development of any project. Subsidiary 
companies are being formed in different 
parts of the world to undertake sales and 
development, as well as erection and super- 
vision by local contractors. 


ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE 


An illustrated brochure giving a selection 
of door and window fittings of contemporary 
design, incorporating several new types, is 
now available from Parker, Winder and 
Achurch, Ltd., Broad-street, Birmingham 1. 


PUMPS AND VIBRATORS 


New literature containing details of their 
range of pumps and vibrators may now be 
obtained from C. H. Johnson (Machinery), 
Ltd, Adswood, Stockport. These include 
a one-yard diesel dumper with a vertical 
self-tipping and returning skip and special 
wheel fittings to enable the payload to be 
increased up to 31 cwt. 


LORRY-MOUNTED COMPRESSOR 


The absence of vibration in a Pescara- 
Muntz horizontally opposed, free-piston 
compressor, combined with the light weight 
of the unit, are understood to make the 
compressor suitable for lorry mounting. As 
a mobile plant it can be mounted on a 
much lighter chassis than the orthodox type 


of machines of similar rating. Details of 
suitable chassis from the compressor’s 
manufacturers, Mackay Industrial Equip- 


ment, Ltd., Faggs-road, Feltham, Middx. 





REINFORCED PLASTICS BOOKLET 


In view of the increased interest in the 
use of reinforced plastics, Fibreglass, Ltd., 
Ravenhead, St. Helens, Lancs., have recently 
published a new booklet dealing with this 
subject. This is not merely a catalogue of 
products, but rather an instructional book- 
let on the various techniques available to 
moulders and industrial organisations. An 
outline of the kinds of Fibreglass ana 
resin available in this country is given, also 
a brief description of manufacturing 
methods and some basic technical data. 
The booklet is intended to provide back- 
ground knowledge only, and details of 
resins, fillers and pigments can be obtained 
direct from the manufacturers listed. 





A NEW RANGE of plastics lever furniture, 
including a lock set and a set suitable for 
mortice latches, is to be marketed by Lacrinoid 
Products, Ltd., Stafford-avenue, Gidea Park, 
Essex. Designed by R. Hooper, MSIA, the 
sets are fitted with “ floating spindles ”’ to ensure 
a close fit on doors of varying thicknesses, and 
their lever tips are curved back to avoid the 
catching of clothes. Available in black, brown 
or ivory, the range is understood to be exception- 
ally strong—special torque breaking tests having 
been applied during its development. 


SALES APPOINTMENT 

The firm of C. H. Johnson (Machinery), 
Ltd., of Stockport, Cheshire, have been 
appointed the sole selling agents in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland for the ABG 
range of concreting equipment. This range 
includes concrete spreaders, finishers, joint- 
cutting machines and _ general-purpose 
finishers. 


THREE permanently oil- 
filled thermostatically - 
controlled electric radi- 
ators — two 2-dimple 
high models and a 1 kW 
column type—have been 
introduced by Dimplex, 
Ltd., of Totton, South- 
ampton, Hants. Measur- 
ing 144 ins. high, they 
are suitable for installa- 
tion beneath low window 
cills or bench-type seat- 
ing, and the C 220 two- 
dimple radiator shown 
left has a loading 1 kW. 
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“BIG BEN” 
designed so that a working platform can be 
erected easily and quickly. Jnly two stands are 
required for the platform, each having twin 


trestle stand has been 


adjustable telescopic supports. The leg con- 

struction permits compact stacking for transit, 

and the stands are made by Steel Scaffolding Co., 

Ltd., 82 Victoria-street, SW1 (and not as wrongly 

credited in our last issue), in three sizes for 
various platform heights. 


SCHOOL FLOORING 


A new flooring of studded rubber, de- 
veloped jointly by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and the Brynmawr Rubber Co., recently 
taken over by Dunlop, is now being 
marketed by Semtex, Ltd., Semtex House, 
The Broadway, NW9. The flooring is 
specially suitable for schools, and more than 
50 throughout the country have already 
been laid. The studs, about half an inch in 
diameter, scrape the mud from children’s 
shoes, making it easier to sweep up at the 
end of the day; and, by allowing air to 
circulate freely, help to dry out wet shoes. 
The flooring also cuts down noise and pre- 
vents children from sliding. 


JOINT SEALS 

Details of their range ‘of joint sealing 
compounds have. been published by 
Expandite, Ltd., Chase-road, NW10, in an 
illustrated folder. Data is given on “ Aero- 
iastic.” for use in joints on runways where 
jet aircraft are operated; “ Flexcell,” for 
joints in concrete and other structures; 
rubber waterstops for ensuring that the 
joints in hydraulic structures are water- 
tight; and “ Seel-a-strip,” a flexible sealing 
strip for joints in glazing, sheet metal work, 
panelling, etc. Information is also provided 
on the mechanical appliances available for 
joint sealing and maintenance. 


BUILDINGS FOR ATOMIC POWER 


Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., of London, build- 
ing and civil engineering contractors for the 
world’s first full-scale atomic energy power 
station, nearing completion at Calder Hall, 
Cumberland, England are among the 
exhibitors at the International Atomic 
Energy Exhibition, Palais des Expositions, 
Geneva, August 8 to 20 (Stand 151, Hall 
“DPD,” first floor, British section). As already 
announced, Taylor Woodrow are members, 
with English Electric and Babcock and 
Wilcox, of a group formed to undertake 
construction of atomic power stations simi- 
lar to Calder Hall, in any part of the world 
under a single contract. 
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ENGINEERING EXHIBITION 


The 1955 Engineering, Marine and Weld- 
ing Exhibition will open on September 1 at 
Olympia, London, and a wide range of in- 
dustrial equipment will be shown by Keith 
Blackman, Ltd., Mill Mead-road, Totten- 
ham, N17. A new development displayed 
for the first time will be the “‘ Keno” hydro 
rotor industrial wet washer for removing 
fine dust particles from air streams. In 
operation, water is elevated from a tank by 
a rotating helix, and discharged radially at 
high velocity through a squirrel cage to 
ensure the thorough wetting and trapping of 
the dust particles. Water from a top section 
provides a curtain of water over the unit’s 
inlet. The ‘“‘ Keno” wet washer can be used 
as an industrial air-conditioning washer or 
humidifier. Also on view will be a range 
of “Tornado” PVC fume-removal fans, 
some shown for the first time, as well as the 
“ Extravent ” window fan. 


Also on display at this exhibition will be 
the range of fixing devices and tools pro- 
duced by the Rawlplug Co., Ltd., Cromwell- 
road, SW7. Demonstrations will be staged, 
and on view will be various tools for making 
holes in masonry. There are now Rawiplug 
tools for manual, electric and air operation 


forl-iined Shearwater panels 


—butterfly ties 










prestressed concrete joist with r- 


\ th top serrated to form key / 





; | 
fixing wires 1] 
for Qotters| | 


THE BUILDER 


in a range of sizes from } in. to 24 in. 
diameter, and up to 24 in. long for pene- 
trating thick walls. Strongly reinforced 
“ Durium ” drills will be displayed, for use 
with “ Kango” hammers for drilling holes 
in concrete, the percussion method facili- 
tating the breaking down of the aggregate 
in. this material, and a range of drill 
hammers will also be shown. 


SKYLON BUILT BY SCHOOLBOYS 


A 36-foot model of the Skylon, the 
vertical feature of the Festival of Britain, 
has been constructed by the boys of St. 
Crispin’s School, Wokingham, Berks., as an 
exercise in practical engineering. It is 
installed with an anemometer and supplies 
wind readings for the school’s own meteorv- 
logical station. Its detailed design was 
drawn up with the aid of drawings sup- 
plied by British Insulated Callender’s Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., 21 Bloomsbury-street, 
WC1, the erectors of the original Skylon. 


BOARD’S FIRE RESISTANCE 


In an outbreak of fire which occurred 
recently at a bleachworks in Lancashire, the 
use of 4-in. thick “ Turnall” asbestos insu- 
lation board, introduced primarily as a parti- 


over crasswall (alternatively 
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Co, 


Ltd., 594, Southwark-street, SE1, is under. 
stood to have prevented the serious spreqq 
of fire and damage to large stocks of tex. 
tile goods on a floor area immediately 5, 


the opposite side of the partition. 


The 


vertical partitioning withstood the full attac, 
of the fire without breaking down and dig 
not collapse at any point even where flame 
impingement was most concentrated. It jg 
pointed out by the makers that this insu. 
tion board was used in this case purely ag 4 
partitioning, not as a fire-protecting medium, 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


The sales offices of Rhodes Chains, Ltd, 
are now situated at Carlisle House, 


Southampton-row, WC1 (Tel.: 


9377/8). 


Corrosion Proof Products, 


Chancery 


Ltd., have 


moved to larger offices at Sunleys Island, 
Great West-road, Brentford, Middx. (Tel; 
Ealing 8243). 

A London office has now been opened 
by Plaster Products (Greenhithe), Ltd., and 
is located at 55-56, Windsor House, Vic. 
toria-street, SW1 (Tel.: Abbey 6500). The 
office is in charge of Mr. J. T. Freeman, 
their senior technical representative. 
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Section at Crosswall 


THIS SYSTEM OF CROSSWALL CONSTRUCTION, using a 7 in. concrete crosswall for flats and multi-storey buildings up to 15 storeys, is 
at present being developed by the Unit Construction Company, Ltd., 34, St. James’s-street, SW1. The walls are built of 7 in. double-cavity interlocking 
concrete blocks which form in situ shuttering to poured concrete. The walls have vertical rod reinforcement which is tied to the horizontal reinforce- 
ment in the structural floors, which are formed with prestressed concrete joists at centres to suit the required span—pierhead infilling pots being 
used between joists. A structural reinforced screed laid over joists and pots gives continuity to the structure at each floor, and a peripheral 
beam is used to carry the curtain walls and give further continuity to the structure at all floors. Curtain walls of various types can be used with 
the construction and these in some cases will be secured to a sub-frame which has been specially developed to deal with the problem of tolerances 
and is adjustable by the turning of a screw. Bellrock gypsum honeycomb panels form the inner skin of the curtain wall and give the two hours’ fire 
rating required. (44 in. brick curtain walls are also being used). Gypsum precast panels and Shearwater panels are used for the internal partitions, 
and apart from floor screeding wet processes are understood to have been eliminated. Substantial savings in erection time and in cost are possible, 


and a pilot block in this construction is being erected at Liverpool. 
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RUSSIAN HOUSING 
EXPERTS’ VISIT 


Farewell Dinner at. RIBA 


\' FAREWELL dinner in honour of the 
‘3 soviet Housing Delegation, who have 
pen touring places of architectural interest 
ia Great Britain, was held at the Royal 
institute of British Architects, 66, Portland- 
place, last Thursday (July 21). The delega- 
‘jon, who were the guests of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, left for 
Moscow the following day. Present at the 
dinner were: Mr. V. F. Promyslov, First 
Deputy Chairman of Moscow Town Soviet 
and Chief of the Moscow Building Trust; 
Mr. N. N. Smirnov, Departmental Chief of 
the Department of Dwellings and Civil 
Buildings of the State Building Committee 
of the Council of Ministers of the USSR; 
Mr. P. P. Novozhilov, Member of the Col- 
legium of the Ministry of the Building 
Materials Industry. 

Toasts were exchanged. The President 
of the RIBA, Mr. C. H. Astin, CBE, 
addressing the guests said: “It is the custom 
in England, when the port wine has been 
passed round, to drink the health of our 
Queen. Queen Elizabeth is also the Patron 
of the Royal Institute, and I will ask you, 
my friends, to join me in drinking her 
health.” 

The President then continued: “I would 
like also to take this opportunity of propos- 
ing the health of the President of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR and in doing 
0, to say what great pleasure it gives us 
to welcome representatives of your country. 
| sincerely hope that this is only the first 
of many such visits. I have learned that 
on the invitation of the USSR, the * Fifth 
Assembly and Congress of the International 
Union of Architects is to be held in Moscow 
in 1957, and. J am sure that many of our 
profession are looking forward to visiting 
your country on that occasion.” 


Mr. N. N. Smirnov replied for the Soviet 
Delegation and said: ‘“‘ Permit me, a Soviet 
architect, to thank you British architects for 
your warm welcome. I must say that this 
evening I find myself in pleasant company 
because 1 am among my own colleagues. 
That doesn’t mean that we haven't differ- 
ences of view (laughter), but it seems to me 
that these are gradually being drawn 
together and I may have the boldness to say 
that truth lies somewhere in the middle. I 
am very glad that this evening, our last 
evening, is being spent with our English col- 
leagues and I propose a toast to the archi- 
tects of both countries and a drawing 
together of both our peoples.” 

After the dinner the guests were shown 
round the Institute by Mr. Bird who con- 
ducted them round the leather-walled coun- 
cil room, the library (which, it was explained 
to the guests, was the largest architectural 
library in the world), where they were 
shown copies of the Moscow Architects’ 
Journal, and the lecture hall. 


INTEREST IN PLANNING METHODS 
During a short interview with a repre- 
sentative of The Builder, in the RIBA 
library, Mr. N. N. SMIRNOV said that the 
delegation was very much impressed with 


ee 





*It is understood that the Sixth Assembly and 


Congress of the IUA is to be held in London in 
1959 —Ep. 
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the large amount of building being done in 
this country and said that the materials being 
used were of good quality. Asked what 
had most interested the delegation, Mr. 
Smirnov said: “I believe your town plan- 
ning methods were most appreciated by my 
colleagues. Port Sunlight is an excellent 
example and shows that the architects paid 
great attention to the natural landscape dur- 
ing the planning stages.” ; 

The Delegation was also interested in the 
new towns although it was difficult to give 
a full opinion owing to the fact that the 
towns were not yet completed. “When the 
British Delegation comes to the USSR,” 
added Mr. Smirnov, “we shall show your 
architects many interesting things including 
our latest developments in housing con- 
struction which enables us to build rapidly.” 
The guests left with the very best wishes 
of everyone present, who hoped to see them 
again very soon. 

Among those present were: Mrs. C. H. Aslin; 
Dame Evelyn Sharp, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government; Mr. S -s 
Phillips, Under Secretary, Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government; Mr. M. B. Blackshaw, Superin- 
tending Architect for Housing, Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government; Mr. H. Forshaw, Chief 
Architect, Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment; Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA; Mr. F. R. 
Yerbury, Director of the Building Centre; Mr. E. D. 
Jefferiss Mathews, Honorary Secretary RIBA: Mr. 
C. D. Spragg, Secretary RIBA: Mr. W. R. F 
Ellis, Deputy Secretary RIBA; Mr. Eric L. Bird, 
Editor, RIBA Journal; and Mr. Martin Wright, of 
the RIBA Library, who also acted as an interpreter 
Two other interpreters were present: Miss Bobrova, 


who accompanied the Russian guests, and Mr. Alan 
Norman, of the School of Slavonic Studies. 


LMBA 
The President's Half-yearly Review 


PEAKING at the LMBA’s half-yearly 
meeting, on July 21, held because of 
building operations at Bedford-square in the 
headquarters of the National Federation, 
the president, Mr. L. J. Hottoway, said 
that the first six months of the year had 
been interesting in many ways, and tended 
to show that the building industry was at 
last beginning to realise that the various 
reports of the past contained a great deal 
of wisdom, and was prepared to try to 
implement some of the recommendations in 
them. 

The Joint Consultative Committee, said 
Mr. Holloway, was now operating. There 
was considerable talk of the need for greater 
co-operation at the earliest possible stage 
between the professional sections of the 
industry and the master builder, and several 
interesting projects of this kind were, or 
were getting, under way. 

“With the setting up of a Board of Build- 
ing Education there are great hopes for the 
future in the field of education for manage- 
ment,” he continued. “Here, I must pay 
a very sincere tribute to the president of 
the Institute of Builders and offer him our 
congratulations on the success of his very 
great efforts in this matter. 

“There are many experiments going on in 
the fields of works study, management 
techniques, foremanship studies, journeying 
abroad and private discussion groups, all of 
which go to show that we are conscious cf 
our own shortcomings and are ever seeking 
ways of improving the services which we 
render to the community. 

“I wish to draw particular attention to 
the certificated courses in foremanship 
studies which are now being offered at the 
Westminster Technical College in collabora- 
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tion with the Brixton School of Building. 
This course was started last year, and those 
who have successfully completed the first 
year are now proceeding to the second. I 
have already written to a large number of 
employers advising them that a second first- 
year course is starting in September, and 
have asked for nominations to. fill this 
course. But nominations are not coming in 
sufficiently fast. This is making the work 
of the selection committee very difficult, and 
1 must ask for employers’ co-operation so 
that the new course can start on time.” 


SHORTAGES 
On the other side of the picture, the presi- 
dent continued, there were difficulties. 


Shortages of apprentices, competent fore- 
men and chargehands; shortages of certain 
materials; the rising cost of materials, in 
the production of which coal played an 
important part; the tightening up of credit, 
which must, he feared, soon have some 
effect on the great efforts house-builder 
members were making to provide an ever- 
increasing number of houses; and. so far as 
London was concerned, a shortage of land 
for development. 

“ Difficulties, however, only remain if we 
sit down under them. That we will never 
do. The future possibilities for our industry 
are limitless—provided we are prepared to 
work hard for them. Prosperity and com- 
placency never go hand in hand.” 

After discussion the half-yearly report, 
extracts from which were given in The 
Builder of July 22, was adopted. 


A New Zealand Visitor 

AN interested visitor to the meeting and 
to the meeting of the Council, which fol- 
lowed it, was M. A. G. Wells, President of 
the Master Builders Association, of Well- 
ington, New Zealand, to whom the President 
gave a cordial welcome. Mr. Wells, con- 
veying greetings from the builders of New 
Zealand, said that from what he had seen, 
many of the problems facing New Zealand 
were very similar to those facing the build- 
ing industry of Great Britain, though the 
New Zealand figures were small compared 
with British figures. There were some 
50,000 men employed in the building indus- 
try of New Zealand and they were building 
some 60,000 houses a year. Boys entering 
the building industry as apprentices had to 
have at least two years’ secondary education, 
and instead of being allowed off one day a 
week to attend technica] schools, they did 
a week at a time. A building worker in 
New Zealand made approximately £12 a 
week in New Zealand, where, of course, 
timber was the usual basic material in house 
building. 


INDUSTRIAL SAFETY WEEK 

The object of National Industrial Safety 
Week, from October 24-29 next, is to en- 
courage all workers—but particularly young 
workers—to “Start’a safety habit to-day ” 
and to remember that “ Safety habits last a 
lifetime.” During the launching week of 
the campaign it is hoped to introduce these 
two slogans into every factory, large or 
small, throughout the United Kingdom. 
Thereafter, managements will be asked io 
keep these and similar slogans constantly 
before their workers and to do all in their 
power to foster an enthusiasm for safe 
working. 


H 
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EASTERN FEDERATION 


Summer Meeting at Luton 


EMBERS and their ladies who attended 

the Eastern Federation of Building 

Trades Employers’ summer meeting held at 

Luton from July 11 to 13, were welcomed by 

the Mayor and Mayoress of Luton at a civic 

reception on the evening of the first day in 
the Town Hall Assembly Room. 

The business meeting on the following day 
was addressed by the National President, Mr. 
Harvey G. Frost, OBE, who commended the 
work of the Eastern Federation concerning 
residential courses for supervisors and ex- 
pressed the hope that future plans might re- 
sult in similar courses being held in other 
parts of the country. The representation on 
the Joint Contracts Tribunal of the Associa- 
tions of Local Authorities was warmly wel- 
comed, said Mr. Frost, and it was hoped 
that this would result in those local authori- 
ties with special forms of building contracts 
adopting the standard form in future. 

A debate then followed on the half-yearly 
review presented by the Eastern Federation 
president, Mr. Bernard T. Henman, at the 
half-yearly general meeting held at Peter- 
borough on July 7. In this report, the pre- 
sident had stated that in the light of rising 
costs the two wages increases in the last six 
months had proved unpalatable to building 
contractors, although the decision reached 
by the National Joint Council had been con- 
sidered reasonable in the circumstances. They 
would welcome a sincere endeavour by trade 
union officials at all levels to preach hard 
work as the way out of their troubles. How- 
ever the real way to higher output lay along 
the line of action by each employer, and 
clearly they must devise on a satisfactory 
basis, capable of general application, a sys- 
tem whereby the better man received a 
higher reward. 

The report had also expressed a warm wel- 
come to the arrangements announced in May 
for easier house purchase. Certainly a re- 
duced deposit would be of assistant to pro- 
spective home-owners, but it was felt that it 
would be unwise to expect this alone to lead 
to a marked increase in the demand for pri- 
vate enterprise houses. The only thing which 
would bring about such an increase would be 
a radical reduction in the selling price. 

In the summer meeting debate, discussion 
centred on housing matters, concern being 
expressed that the increasing restriction of 
credit would not only impede the work of 
private development but would also make 
it more difficult for prospective home-owners 
to obtain the necessary finance for house pur- 
chase. Concern was also expressed at the 
increasing scarcity of land and the high legal 
charges. The subjects debated also included 
training and management, and an outline 
was given of those arrangements contem- 
plated for a senior executives’ course next 


year. 
Following the meeting, members and their 
ladies were joined by the Mayor and 


Mayoress, to be entertained to lunch by the 
president and members of the Luton and 
Dunstable Association. The local president, 
Mr. L. B. Sell, was in the chair, and a toast 
to the Local Association was proposed by 
Mr. L. J. Holloway, president LMBA. Later 
the party visited the Wernher collection at 
Luton Hoo. 

In the evening a dinner and dance was 
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held at the George Hotel, the members 
and the guests being received by the regional 
president, Mr. B. T. Henman, and Mrs. 
Henman; and the local president, Mr. L. B. 


Sell, and Mrs Sell. The principal guests in- 
cluded the National London and Southern 
Counties’ presidents, and the National and 
London directors with their ladies; the 
Mayors and Mayoresses of Luton and Dun- 
stable; the Postmaster General, Dr. Charles 
Hill, and Mrs. Hill; and Mr. Norman Cole, 
Member of Parliament for South Bedford- 
shire. 

The toast of “ The National Federation ” 
was proposed by Dr. Hill, and replied to by 
the National President, Mr. H. G. Frost. 


CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BY 
INDUSTRY 


New Board of Trade Inquiry 


FAOLLOWING the announcement by Sir 
Edward Boyle, in the Budget Debate 
on April 25, of the Government’s intention 
to ask a number of firms to provide infor- 
mation about their capital expenditure, the 
Board of Trade are now writing to about 650 
companies asking them to co-operate in an 
inquiry designed to show quarterly trends in 
industry’s capital expenditure and expected 
expenditure during the calendar year ahead. 
The information will materially help Govern- 
ment and industry to assess the extent of 
changes in the demand for capital assets 
both in the recent past and in the future. 

The quarterly figures will provide up-tu- 
date information about short-term trends, 
and against this factual background of the 
recent past the forecasts for the calendar 
year ahead will be especially valuable both 
to Government and to industry as a whole. 
Similar information is available and_ is 
regularly published in the United States and 
a number of other countries including 
Canada, Australia and Sweden. 

Consideration has been given to the 
question of how to obtain the statistics from 
which these movements can be assessed, in 
a way that will both give reliable results 
and, at the same time, be of as little trouble 
as possible to industry. It has been decided 
that the best way to achieve these objects will 
be to ask for the co-operation of a repre- 
sentative sample of companies comprising 
all the largest companies in the country 
together with a cross-section of others. 

The first inquiry asks for figures of expen- 
diture during the calendar year 1954 (which 
will form a base year) and expected expendi- 
ture in 1955. At the end of September com- 
panies will be asked for a forecast of 
expenditure during 1956, and in future years 
the request for a forecast of annual expen- 
diture will also be at the end of September 
prior to the year for which figures are 1e- 
quired. The first request for quarterly 
figures will be at the end of October, when 
the Board will ask for expenditure in each 
of the first three quarters of this year, and 
the regular pattern of the quarterly inquiry 
will be established at the end of January, 
1956, when the Board will ask for figures 
of expenditure during the final quarter of 
1955. 

The Board of Trade state that they will 
publish regularly summarised statistics based 
on the returns made by the contributing 
companies. 
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HOUSING OVERSPILL 


Progress in Wednesfield 


N many local authorities adjacent to large 
towns throughout the United Kingdom 
the question of housing overspill has become 
a very real problem in order that large num- 
bers of extra residents, together with their 
place of work, can be accommodated into 
the normal pattern and routine of an urban 
or rural district. In South Staffordshire 
Wednesfield Urban District Council has 
been making steady progress for the last 
three years in building houses for Wolver- 
hampton’s surplus population and in this 
respect almost 350 acres are now being 
developed as housing estates. On two 
housing estates nearly 1,000 dwellings have 
been occupied and in this respect over 
£175,000 is being spent on estate roads and 
sewers, whilst community facilities, shops 
and schools are under construction. 

There are (writes Mr. Thomas A. Peacock, 
the council’s engineer and surveyor) 
numerous indirect problems associated with 
housing and industrial overspill and Wednes- 
field has been extremely fortunate in formu- 
lating a far-sighted policy so that the 
£250,000 modernisation of the council’s 
sewage disposal works and the development 
of the district’s 6 ft. dia. trunk surface water 
outfall sewer are well advanced. 

On June 16, Alderman A. G. B. Owen, 
CBE, JP, chairman of Staffordshire County 
Council, opened the first house on Ashmore 
Park Estate as an introduction to overspill 
development that will cost nearly £3,000,000 
within this neighbourhood unit. Ashmore 
Park Estate is the largest single project ever 
to be undertaken by the council and the 
estate will form the major part of the Ash- 
more Park neighbourhood unit of some 390 
acres with an estimated total population of 
9,000 persons. At the present time the 
council own 200 acres and the following 
land uses have been approved :— 

Acres 


Public open space oe sie ee 

Neighbourhood centre with 20 
shops and communal facilities.. 8.50 
Public house and off-licence 1.50 
Primary school 3.39 

Roman Catholic school, church 
and presbytery 3.50 
1,750 dwellings 161.41 
Total 200.00 


The estate is phased into three sections 
and on the first section two-thirds of a 
£90,000 road and sewer contract has been 
completed while approval has been given to 
482 dwellings. Section II will be commenced 
on January 1, 1956, and section III on 
January 1, 1957. A _ new traditional type 
school is now being built and it is antici- 
pated that the construction of the first phase 
of the neighbourhood centre will commence 
early in 1956. The estate will be completed 
in four years’ time. 

The council has agreed to construct 5,250 
dwellings under the overspill agreement and, 
although substantial accomplishments have 
been made, much remains to be done in 
order that the programme be completed on 
time. 

Mr. Peacock is designing all housing and 
engineering capital works under the agree- 
ment. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Flooding Cellar Problem 


Q.—We have a cellar which is subject to 
flooding, although our house is on a slope. 
This only happens when there has been an 
excessive downpour of rain and has occurred 
some half dozen times during the last five 
or six years. Usually the water, which is 
quite clear and free from smell is about 
4 in, deep and we allow a few days after a 
downpour and then bale it out and mop it 
up. 
"The latest occurrence was about a fortnight 
ago and this time the circumstances were 
diferent in that the water rose to about 
nine or ten in. and although I have several 
times cleared practically all of it out, it 
keeps filling up again to the extent of about 
three in. 

The cellar has brick walls and a concrete 
floor and no drain. In wet weather we 
cover the cellar grate with a piece of lino- 
leum over which is laid a sheet of steel, and 
held down by bricks, so that very little water 
can enter this way. The water must there- 
fore percolate through the brick walls. 

Is it possible to make the walls water- 
proof? There seem to be a number of pre- 
parations on the market for treating damp 
walls but I am doubtful whether these would 
be effective for my purpose. 

J. F. F. 


A.—While some water may find its way 
into the cellar via the grating, I agree that 
the most probable source is through the 
brick walls or possibly finding the way 
through the concrete base. I imagine that 
the souree would soon be determined since 
for many weeks after a heavy downpour 
of rain the walls would remain damp if 
indeed they dried out at any time. 

Under the circumstances the normal liquid 
waterproofing materials advertised would be 
quite useless applied to the internal surface 
of the cellar walls. Indeed, any treatment 
to the internal face of the walls would have 
some doubts of being successful since the 
water would tend to build up behind the 
walls, create a pressure through the walls 
on the surface treatment and subsequently 
push it away. With this in mind it will be 
appreciated that if possible the most satis- 
factory treatment would be to apply some 
form of waterproof membrane on the out- 
side of the walls. This, of course, may prove 
to be quite impracticable. It is, however, 
worth considering if full use of the cellar is 
to be made. 

The alternative to this is to treat the inside, 
but to ensure that the pressure of water from 
the outside does not force it off the walls it 
would be advisable to build a further wall 
against the waterproof membrane, in effect 
sandwiching it between the existing wall and 
a new wall. 

The best waterproofing material for this 
job would undoubtedly be asphalt. If this 
were used it would be necessary to obtain 
the services of a specialist in this work. The 
alternative is to render the walls with a sand 
and cement rendering added to which is one 
of the many waterproofing compounds. It 
is important that the makers instructions be 
carefully followed otherwise the results can 
be quite useless. 

One other suggestion which would reduce 
the pressure of water behind the walls and 
in turn the need for a retaining wall to hold 
the waterproofing membrane, is the insertion 
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of a land drain. Since the building is on.a 
slope it may be possible to insert a land 
drain at the highest point of the slope and 
direct the water away from the cellar. Not 
knowing the nature of the soil or the relative 
position of the cellar, I should not like to 
add any further to this, other than to suggest 
it be considered. 
FE. ©. BD. 


Streets as Public Highways 


Q.—We recently completed a section of 
new streetworks to a large housing estate, 
the work being carried out under the super- 
vision and to the specification of the local 
authority. 

Application was then made for these to 
be adopted by the local authority as a 
public highway. This was refused on the 
grounds that the streets did not connect up 
with, or have direct access with a fully 
made up highway, and that consideration 
would be given at a later date when these 
conditions applied. 

The access to the fully made up highway 
is by means of roads which were con- 
structed before the war and still require the 
tarmac surface. This is not under our 
control and it could be a considerable time 
before this is done. 

Have the local authority the right to 
make this refusal? 

R. Vv. 


A legal correspondent writes :— 

A.—In answering this question it is 
important to distinguish between a “high- 
way” and a “highway repairable by the 
inhabitants at large.” A highway comes 
into existence by a process of dedication 
and acceptance; that is, the landowner 
dedicates the road as a highway and the 
public accept it. Normally, there is no 
formal dedication and acceptance, both 
these being inferred from the circumstances; 
in particular, where a builder lays out a 
housing estate, there will usually be an 
inference that he intends to dedicate the 
streets as highways. Where a new high- 
way is dedicated, it does not immediately 
become “ repairable by the inhabitants at 
large,” that is, in these days by the local 
authority. The repair of the highway only 
becomes the responsibility of the local 
authority when it is formally adopted by 
the authority. 

It is probably safe to assume in this case 
that the streets in question have become 
highways, although they have not been 
adopted by the authority for repair pur- 
poses. In these circumstances, I do not 
think that the reason given by the local 
authority is a proper ground for refusing to 
adopt the streets in question. If the local 
authority are concerned about the in- 
adequacy of the roads connecting these 
streets with the fully made highway, they 
should take the appropriate steps to see 
that those roads are properly made up. 

I would recommend that strong repre- 
sentations be made to the authority that the 
streets be adopted by them forthwith. If the 
authority prove obdurate, it may be possible 
to take formal action, but this will depend 
on the precise circumstances in which the 
builders have carried out the streetworks. 
If these works were carried out in pur- 
suance of notices under section 150 of the 
Public Health Act, 1875, then the owners 
of the houses and land in each street may 
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compel the authority to adopt the street; 
this requires a written application by the 
majority in rateable value of the owners 
(Public Health Act, 1925, section 82). 
(There are similar powers where a street 
has been made up under the Private Street 
Works Act, 1892, but I assume that in this 
case the 1892 Act cannot have applied 
since the works were done by the builders 
and not by the authority.) If the works 
were not done under section 150 of the 
1875 Act, it will be necessary to consider 
the exact terms of the statute or agreement 
under which the works were done. 

It is, in my opinion, most important that 
the council should be persuaded or com- 
pelled to adopt the streets at once. Sooner 
or later the question of the repair of these 
streets will arise; if at that time they have 
not been adopted by the local authority, 
that authority would be able to require the 
frontagers to carry out the necessary work 
under the appropriate private street works 
legislation, even though they had been 
satisfactorily made up under that legisla- 
tion on an earlier occasion. The sooner 
the streets are adopted, the better for the 


frontagers. 
A. ES: 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


TEN BOOKS ON ARCHITECTURE By Leone 
Battista Alberti. (London: Alec Tiranti, 
Ltd.) Price 35s. net. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON SURVEYING 
AND LEVELLING. By R. H. Gould. (London: 
George Newnes, Ltd.). Price 6s. 

50 MODERN BuNGALOwsS. Edited by Felix 
Walter. (London: The Architectural Press ) 
Price 18s. 6d. 

THE Stipe Rute. By Burns Snodgrass. 
(English Universities Press, Ltd.) Price 6s. 


BRITISH COMMERCIAL VEHICLES FOR THE 
Wortp. (London: Temple Press, Ltd.) 
Price 3s. net. ~ 


«« Books reviewed jn these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. .Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. J. S. DUMeRESQUE, AMIEE, has been appointed 
general manager of Semtex, Ltd., the Dunlop sub- 
sidiary. 

Mr. M. MorGan, MICE, MiStructE, chief civil 
engineer of Higgs and Hill, Ltd., South Lambeth- 
rd. SW8, has been appointed a director. He will 
continue to be in charge of the civil and structural 
engineering departments. 

J. C. Neville, Ltd., of 34, Priests Bridge, SW14. 
have announced that their sales manager, Mr. A. T. 
ScaLEs, has now been appointed sales director. 

Mr. A. G. Horton has been appointed to the 
board and becomes sales director of Claygate Fire- 
places, Ltd. 

Mr. N. A. RICHARDSON, ARIC, has been appointed 
technical adviser to the Association of Tar Distillers. 
He will devote much of his time to wood preserva- 
tion, in which he has had wide experience 


AUBTW RESOLUTION 


The annual conference of the Amal- 
gamated Union of Building Trade Workers 
at Great Yarmouth on July 21 passed unani- 
mously a resolution asking the executive 
council of the union to bring pressure to 
establish a National Building Corporation 
which, financed by a Government loan, 
would tender in the open market against 
private concerns. 
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Town. 
Aberavon ......... Sain seeesenune A 
Aberdare ..... ane 
Abergavenny 
Abingdon 
Accrington 
Addlestone .. 
Aldeburgh ...... 


Alfreton U.D...... 
Alnwick ....... 
Altrincham 
Amble 
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Amersham . Al 
A 
A2 
A2 
A2 
A2 


pon oe la-Zouch U.D. 
Ashby Woulds U.D.. 
Ashford (Kent) ......... 
Ashford (Middlesex). 
Ashington 
htead 
Ashton-under-Lyne 
Aspatria and Brayton 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) 
Aylesbury 
Ayiesham 


Bagshot 


Barnoldswick U.D. .. 
Barnsley C.B. 
Barrow-in-Furness 
_ Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A 
Barry A 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)...... A 
poe” count 
| = ae 
Batley M.B. 
Baxterley 
a & District. 


SEEBEE PEaebabeeey 


ae 















Bedlington pe 
re 
Ronen & Stapleford U.D. 
Belper U.D 

Belton 
Berkhamsied 
Berrington ........ 
Berwick Borough. 
Beveriey 
Bexhill-on-Sea 
Biggleswade 
Billericay ... 
Billing 
Billingham U.D.. 
Bilsthorpe 
Birchington 
Birkenhead 
Birmingham C.B.. 
Bishop Auckland.. 
Bishop’s Stortford. 
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Bognor Regis 
Boldon U.D. 
Bolsover U.D... 
Bolton 
Bourne End 
Bournemouth District 
Bracknell 
Bradford 
Bradford-on-Avon 
Braintree 
Breconshire, County of... 
Brent Knoll 
Brentwood 

Bridlington .. 
Brierfield ... 
Brighouse ... 
Brighton 
Bristol 

Broadstairs......... 
Bromsgrove U.D.. 
Brougston, Flint 
Buckley 
Bungay 
Burnham-on-Crouch 
Burnley 
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For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 
Labourers, 3s. 64d. tPlus 2d. per working day. 
Note. —Carpenters and Joiners providin 








THE BUILDER 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 































Middlewich .... 


Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 
Craftsmen ... 4/- 3/114 3/11 3/104 
Labourers 3/53 3/5 3/44 3/4 
Town. Town. Grade. Town 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. AVORNGDD cs ccessasscssssxs A MEO Ocycas vessaeuscnccpevaescs A 
meld ee Serene 7 sn ba ag Lyneham (Devon) ‘ 
ury St munds iley U.D. .. 
NOD Sccsocsccey cose Fleetwood .. Macclesfield .......sssssseees A 
oS ORI ES IE Flint ........ Maidenhead .... Al 
Folkestone . Maidstone ..... cowl 
Calder Valley Frinton .... ie Maltby ....... A 
Cambridge ....... Se epee Maldon (Essex) Al 
Cannock U.D. Malvern U.D. . Al 
Canterbury Gainsborough U.D. ......... A Manchester .... iA 
anit, eee Gateshead ............ ey Manningtree ..... Al 
Cardiganshire,County of tA2 Gillingham (Kent).. Mansfield M.B. A 
oO | Ree MSIDREOD (<60-05-5eses05 March ........... »-A2 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of tA2 ee ORES: A MMOD coc cisansscavenbocece A2 
Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of [A2 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of on Market Harborough U.D. A 
ROMTMEONEIN << ssesccecissssivecsscts A CSOGHIMING ... ..546..0002-00000 Maryport 
Castleford... Sai Goole M.B 7. Matlock 
Caterham . oy Gosport ....... ay Melksham 
Chapel-en-le-Frith cx Grantham M.B.. A Melton Mowbray U.D 
Charmy Down ....... soak Gravesend ..... A Merthyr .......... 
Chatham & District... Al Great Yarmouth ............... A Middlesbrough 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. .........A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Middleton 
am 


Chelmsford 


Cheltenha 
Chepstow 
Chertsey 


RORMINENDY cs nb syne aenseso oes 
Chesterfield M.B. 
Chesterfield R.D. 


Chester-le- 
Chichester 






Street U.D. 


2 >>>>> 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 


huish) 
Chorley 
Clacton . 


Cleethorpes ... 


Clevedon 


Cleveleys .... 


Clitheroe 


Coalville U.D. 
Cobham (Surrey) 


Colchester 
Colne... 


Colwyn Bay 


Congleton 
Consett 
Conway 
Cornwall, 


Coventry C.B. 
Cranbrook 


Cranleigh 


Crawley (Sussex) . 


Crewe ... 

Cromer .. 

Crook an 
U.D. 


Crowborough 


Cuckfield 


Dalton-in-Furness 
Darlington District 












County of 


d Willington 
Sabie Vactdataabovcnell A 








ere a 
SS eee odie 
Denbigh Town ee 3 
BI RA. csdscescsucsneceusecs A 
MID scsccusanieuse .--A2 


Devon, County of 









Dewsbury ay 

Didcot A2 

Ee eee eer. 

Doncaster C.B. ik 

ERR A 

Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and 
Wimborne Al) ............ A2 

ee eee mere 

Dovercourt ....... 

Driffield U.D. .. 

Droitwich M.B. 

Dudley C.B. 

Dunstabie ....... 

Durham City ..cccccccccvcevess 

IE i ssiisnsicavncdnvenn A 

E. Glam. & Mon. Val. ...... A 


East Grinstead District ... A2 


Eastwood 


(Notts.) U.D. ...A 


Ebbw Vale & District......... A 


Edenbridge 


ay ceacs 
Epping 
Exeter ... 
Fakenham 
Falmouth 
Fareham 








Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 


Guildford District ............ A2 
Halesowen M.B. ........0c000e. A 
ABUEOR: 5 sccbsvesseee ses siieawee ven 
Halstead ....... ia neha 
Haresfield .... Al 
ElariIOW ....0056 onsen 
Harpenden er 
Harrogate er 
Hartlepool a 
Harwich ence 
Haslemere .A2 
Hastings .. ia 
Hatfield (H A 


Haywards Heath ... 
Hemel Hempstead . 
Henley-on-Thames 



























Milford Haven 
Morecambe .... 
Morley ........ oe 
TUNG CMES: 65 sccssssseseocesesss 


















PRM ONIN vascvcacesuecencsescart 
BI cisccipctxaniatints 
Newark-on-Trent R.D.. 
oc, eae 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 


Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A 
New Forest District......... Al 
Newmarket ........ sooth 
Newport, Mon. ...........0..+ A 


Newport Pagnell 
Newton Abbot 
Northallerton Dist.. 





CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 





July 29 1955 








Town. Gr 
Shoreham “oe 
Shrewsbury M.B. ah 
Sittingbourne... ‘ 
Skegness U.D. . Al 
Skipton U.D. .. Pi 
Sleaford U.D. . ‘Ad 
re ak 
Smethwick C.B. tA 
Snettisham _......... A2 
Somerset, County of ‘A? 
Southampton .......... me 
Southend-on-Sea Dist. .... 4 
Southport _.......... ay 
South Shields C.B. +7 
Spalding U.D. . A? 
Stafford M.B. A 
SL eee uA 
Stamford M.B. .... l 
Stantonwick _...... t 
Stevenage 
Stockport ...... 


Stockton R.D. ..... 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 
Stoke Orchard 
Stourbridge M.B. 


Stourpo! 
Stowma 


Stratford-on-Avon 
Sunderland District 


Sunning 


Sutton Coldfield M.B. 


Swaffha 


Swanage 
Swansea 
Swindon 


Swinton 


rt U.D. 
rket 


dale 


m 


UD. 


Tamworth M.B............0.. A 


Tenterden 
Tewkesbury 


Thames 


Thetford 


Thorpe 
Thurroc 


Haven 
Bay sveatee . 
k U.D.C. Area ...... A 





North of, to Billericay A 
A 















. Tilbury 
OS Rae: A2 Northampton C.B. uA " 
Herefordshire, Cnty. of...A2 North Shields ...... aA — A 
Ee ee eee A2 Norton Radstock Al 7 hy ” te 
Hertford. ....::.. i. Norwich ............. vA foo” er reef 
Hexham U.D. ..... Nottingham C.B. yy. Trowb an wwAl 
Heysham ........... Nuneaton M.B...........00.0. A Tunbrid eo W, sits vee sae 
akg Oakham U.D A2 | Tynemouth CB. 727A 
Hinckley U. D. Oldham EF. cecccescssosees 7 Be ace ergs ia 
BAMHI | icsesisscccescassessesscoee (Emenee (ertat fey Uppingham . eke sonal Al 
Ongar A 
Hoddesdon . oki et Uttoxeter U.D. Pe 
es lee Ossett and Horbury aS Wakefield ......... vol 
ame Oxford ... A ee ccs A 
Huddersfield —— es a — = 
Paignton ....... Al : messebersiae save 
nba Walton-on-Naze Al 
Hunstanton ....... Peterborough ......... “a Wa en may 
Huntingdon (Staffs) Pickering ""A3 Warminster er 
MUNOY ss jas cxceeveveresessesosveseen Plymouth inne be ag - “a 
Ipswich _......... aie Pontefract er * Welling U. D.” “a 
Isle of Sheppey . Pontypridd District. <cvol Wells tNex folk a 
Isle of Thanet. Portishead .......... sve Welw (Norfolk) ae 
Isle of Wight .... Portland Stoneyards .........A Wengen Pe ape — 
Portsmouth ............ a clwyn Gar. City... 0.00 
OMEROW TO ABS  socccccectsenscess A Port Talbot .. wey West Bromwich C.B..........A 
Keighley .......0:seesee00 A | Preston...... all a a —_ 
ate gla sees sie Pudsey ........ aE ae akong ca.. “ 
Kenilworth U_D. .. aes PTOUDN.  oisiscsescsesccses A2 Watannpeiiiane seeeeeeeee 
Kettering M.B. .........+...A Radnorshire, County of $A2 Weybridge .....e...000.. 
Keynsham ...... A BEMISOMEE  c553c0ecessecsnseeves A2 Weymouth ...... 
Kidderminster M.B. . _— Rayleigh es Whitby U.D. Bi 
yaad ert uiesieaaness mee Reading |. a Whitstable and District ...A2 
pee a edcar “ sees = re 
Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D. ...... ae Widnes... ee 
Kirkham ........... A Redhill and Reigate .........A Wigan ..... cal 
Knaresborough U.D........../ A Ripon .. ane ee a "A3 Wigton _ wha 
ochdale ... woe Wilmslow... ses 
pres nondeageT Scvsdedumeune . Rachenter we an tole ae <a 
Leatherhead .... ey Rotherham A Winchester ........... Al 
Wide eo ke er Rugby M.B. .. oath Windermere .......... ..A2 
Leicester C.B. aa Saffron Walden . .A2 a Ce Oe wine 
Leighton Buzzard. Al St. Albans ..... svedh With CN «.eecceereenene Al 
— etesiane er St. Helens ... WX oa neesieereeeenees — 
ewes oes os .A2 St. Neots .. .A2 a i 
Lichfield MLB. ak Salisbury City . 1 A2 borat waa sees I 
Lincoln C.B. ... ey Salisbury Plain ... .A2 Wo a — eBeveeveeeee 
Littlehampton .A2 Sawbridgeworth .. my Wheseatee a Bs 
Liverpool ...... car Saxmundham ..A2 on, -B. - 
Llandudno ... Al Scarborough ..... cook eee, oe B 2 
Lianelly_.... ook CUNOLDO es scesecsvasevecess A pene tsi. ‘3 
London....... _ SEBS A oe eo oe 
Long Eaton ........... vk BOGOR sciicussccoccsceacees Al Wren oe (incl. Cefn I 
Loughborough M.B..........A SSHCEMNIENS <sscsecccacvesvecveesa A2 oe — 
Louth M.B, .......0.. Al SIT a eae an a A Sn i 
Lowestoft .. A Shipley ...... ws ymondham ......eeeeeeeee 
BIOTIN Seisbocsvcneccosecesentel A2 Shoeburyness ..... pinsuonenee A MOMNE  eisuscvesscccdscapsasencre’ A 
1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: -—Craftsmen, 4s. 1d.; 


2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throu 
ctaft processes, 2s. 9}d. per hour. 





ghout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 14d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 206. 


¢ This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
g own tools when employed in establishments operating 


under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 


Women engaged on work other than 
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THE BUILDER 





CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest- or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants’ warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


a 
a 


& a. .¢ 

Pit Ballast aes Nad arr aes per yd. 1 4 6 
Pit Sand we eae aa ia «as ve 23 
Washed Sand . wae “aa xe aaa aaa a ; > 4 
fin. Shingle... oe ae és Por a4 7 Ri S 
iin. Broken Brick... ae eae oe eee ms } :@ ¢ 
Pan Breeze : pS 10 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate ae per ton 3 0 9 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site ae ... per ton 416 6 

1 to 6 tons, site me - $ 8 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site : ae = 5S & G 

ito6tons do. site ‘i 5 16 6 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots Be 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. sag ton. 
White Portland Cement e 2 37: 0 
Under 1 ton . per cwt. i 4 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards per ton 69 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and up a 14.0 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London - 6 8 9 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) a ° percwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks “ Sie Ae .. per 1,000 1117 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... aoe wali aKé Rid es 10 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... a yes as a 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... fe 8 16 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2§ in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District Commons , ma , - +12 6 

Cellular do. Sua aes sek ies cas i $1 6 

Keyed do. ie <a eve rae aa a +m @ 

Rustics ee ae ‘aie ‘a Fa ae ue 618 0 
Cellular Rustics ase Be wae PP eas je 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. sae we ae i es 613 0 

Sandfaced .. wea Me rt @ 
Best Blue Pr essed Staffs (L ondon Stations).. aa i 25 16 6 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) aa ‘we a 26 10 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... Py or Be 23 & 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) uae ea a 10 3 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _.. a Ee 9 6 6 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (L ondon ‘sites) ae = 714 0 
24+ in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks ‘Gaondon 

stations) ice : Be 26 6 : 
3 in. do. (London stations) — ace ree eo 3112 O 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) .. ea 36 0 O 
2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London sites) 14 4 6 
2% in. Machine- “made 1 Multi Red Facings (Condon 

sites) 14 13-6 








£ a4 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) .. per 1,000 1411 0 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- -Colour Facings 

(London sites) a 1415 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) a 7 3 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour ’Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) ... ae ‘a 7? $6 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) aa od 41 10 0 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) =" 13 6 0 
23 in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) = 1418 0 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 

Stretchers... x 64 0 0 

Headers : ‘ pe eee ‘a 63 0 O 

Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats “aa aa a 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... ; = tea aad <a 85 0 0 

Double Headers _... a Pee ety ee pe 7710 O 

One side and two ends _... ee mee ee ne 87 0 0 

Two sides and oneend ..... 7 ~ a pe 89 10 O 

Splays and Squints ee rt. 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 174% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLitow CLay PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
fee 140 yds. ree ... per yd. sup. 44 
ta 140 yds. aaa ies et ae 
*3 in. 120 yds. a 5 4 


—— oe (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ou 


6 in. (8?” x 5%”) 1,250 Biocks 
*Half blocks at no extra "charge. 


CLINKER CONCRETE 


z 
g 
& 
a 
° 


Bi sc 100 yds. <a ... per yd. sup. : = 
ye 85 yds. poe eee ‘a 42 
3 in. 75 yds. aa aa ba 5 0 
4 in. 55 yds. ao des sa 6 2 
CRANHAM 
ya eee aa nen cee aes eee eee a 6 8 
2h in. ... ‘itt we jas ai oe sua ee 7 4 
Z = ia ae wa “xa ae oe pe ae 8 7 
, Est ad is a 10 7 
ant in. Load bearing quality was ee Ps ll 8 
MOLER PARTITION Riaee 
2M sx Sue aa 150 yds. oie ade va 15 6 
y) i oe ‘ 120 yds. aia “a a | es 
3 in. 100 yds. eas aaa es 16 0 
4 in. 90 yds. pa * 19 0 
THERMALITE PARTITION suse 
yo 0 yds. eae as 6 11 
Dieeohennern LOADBEARING Sihiensiiath BLOCKS 
3 in. 00 yds. she sae pe 8 3% 
4 in. 75 yds. ies aa a 10 9 
5 in. 60 yds. oma aim a 13 5 
6 in. 50 yds. ae sad es 16 1 
8 in. 374 yds. on ne xa ae 
9 in. 33 yds. ke ; a 1 4 3 


FLooR BLOCKS AND FILLER — 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 


lorry-loads ... ea ad per 1,000 33 6 0 
4 in. do. .:. oa =e ae «ie het a 35 14 O 
5 in. ae ra ae poe oa ue aa 42 10 0 
6 in. do. i 47 17 0 
7 in. GOs «2. 4 a ee aaa oe ie 58 8 O 
8 in. do 68 9 O 
10” x 3” x 3” Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles hae i {000 multiples 5615 0 
12” x 3” x }" do do. 64 10 O 
10’x 4’ x} do. do. is ‘ 71 0 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. ; 
Under 100 Pieces 


under 2 tons 


Over 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons 
+4 ° 


Best Quality - 4% +1173% 

B.S.S. Best do. +10% - LTTnY, +10% +1074% +10% +1178% 
Tested Quality +378%4-774 Y 43744 -1074% +374 % +117 % 
B.S.S. Tested do. L474 % , 774% +4748%+1073% +474 °%+ 11742 








200 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued 


ie in. —_— “eH ee “aie 12 in. ange ... per 1,000 1 
in. ake 1 


DAMP COURSE 


Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 saad and over 
delivered London area A per yd. sup. 

Asbestos base ditto 7 lb. per yd. sup. do. do. 


Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. - 

18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates per 1,000 38 
14 in. <9 in. do BD. sess wat Se a 

9 in. x9 in. do. GOs “ase an aa +> 18 2 
18 in. x 44 in. do. GO. as si ve RS 17 15 
14 in. x 44 in. do. BOs. “ssc a ees so 14 

9 in. x 44 in. do. GO:.. sk rae pei i 9 7 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 

Monks Park . per ft. cube 


St. Aldhelm Box Ground — 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region : oe 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 

stooled cills . perft.cube 3 

2in. < 6in. do. do. : 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face... 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... per ft. sup. 

Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 

thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork a oe Sas an ve 1 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on ad 


NNNKN 


per ft. cube 1 


and front per ft. cube 2 
12 in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . a 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 


2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes __ per yd. sup.2 


TILES AND PANTILES 


Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French —_— Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district se asi 29 


Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district aah Be i 49 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... =a 58 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district os ee 13 
Machine-made 103 x 6} Staffordshire district oes sus 13 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. ek see 1 
Machine-made Hip ee Valley tiles do. ... isa ses 1 


Concrete tiles 10} ~ - <i os ‘gs 7 
do. oo (49S) : ses 18 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES 

First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 


24 x 12 ‘s eis ei aa es — ja 124 
22 X12 es -" ats ie - et : 103 
22 x Ii 93 
me x AZ 88 
20 x 10 82 
18 x 10 59 
18x 9 52 
16 x 10 49 
16 x 


8 
NOTE. —Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £135 
Carcassing quality . do. a £98 to £102 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 2 £108 O O 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—Arfrican S.E. ios do. per ft. cube 1 10 O 
do. Honduras do. sie do. Mi 3 52 
Oak European do. web do. am 3-5. if) 
do. Japanese do. vice do. ea 210 O 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. a 117 6 
Teak 8 in. average S.E._... do. 7 3°15 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. aa 15 0 
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DOORS (in Lots I-11) 


Delivered London area. £< 
13 in. 4 Horizontal se Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 ee ane abs .. each 1 12 
2.3m. X 6R: a4 a ase ate aes me 1 13 
2 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. Gin. ... ve ve oa i 1 14 
21; Sin. Grit. Gun. '... a sie cae 1 16 
2 in. >. but top panel ae. Ducane 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 ‘ eae wat aes oe 2 9 
2 ft. 9in. < 6 Tt. ca. ses ae vis ss 2 i} 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. ‘Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ... cae as ue Pa 24 
2. 9 in, < Ot, 6'1N..... ae sie awe me 7 a 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. @ in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 = to l ton) . seu (POE: 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... ane < 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... ae Se 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... aise me 1 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) i; 1 
Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
itl 100 sq. ft. 2 2 
4 in. ae ae sa kiss sa PA ae 
is in. do. . » 2 
i in. Ana Flat Building Sheets | . per yd. sup. 3 
din. do. ; ae ae ss 4 
nee Felt, ps Ste Pe ree ae ous a ; 
Best Scotch Giue ‘in slabs... a see ... perr$cwt. 5S 0 
do. pearl — ae ree “ 5 5 
Croid Glue nr ine “ae wae sve 2D, 2 6 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i- ton lots) .. sin ... per ton 58 5 
do. 4in. and up (1-ton lots) . sa a 54 15 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ae ... per cwt. 2 18 
do 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ey ‘ies os 2 14 
METALS 


STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x S5in.,8in. X Sin.,8in. x 6in., 10in. < 6in. 
12 in. x 6in. plain cut to daaaeh delivered London 
area ee es ; ; ... per ton 39 0 
Extra for sizes 


3in. X Idin. 4 in. X 1} in. 3 10 

3m. < 3m. ee aes 2 10 

437. xX 3in., 101m: X:43in: .% on oe ~ 1 10 

Sin. X 2h in., Sin. X 31n. _ eu a a 1 15 

4} in. x 1} in. se ns re ee Ac oS 3.5 

Sin. xX 44 in. Tin. X 34in. 13 in. X Sin. ...per ton 15 
6 in. x 3 in. 24 in. x 74 in. oss oe ee ~ 2 
6in. < 44 in. Tin. X 4in. Sins KAM. sg I 3 
9in. x 4 in. 10:in. <x Sin. aa 1 0 
12:i0,. < San: 22 in. < Tin. we 

9 in. X 7 in. 10 in. x 8 in. 12 in. x 8 in. 

14 in. * Sin. 14 in. x 6 in. 14 in. * 8 in. 

iim. X -32n. 15 in. < 64in. 16 in. < 6 in. - 10 
16 in. * 8 in. 18 in. < 6:1. 18 in. < 7 in. 

18 in. 8 in. 20 in. x 64in. 20in. x ™ in. 

Steel angles average price a aes ac gy OS 
Steel tees average price ‘ies nw dcop eo ES 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 

R.S. Joists cut and fitted ae oa ie ce 55 10 
Compound girders .. me ae i aS Sli AGRA 
Stanchions ... ae ae ae eee ws a. 1 2O 
Compound stanchions Xe nae ae Seat” guy OMe 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins nee ‘i <2. i acW 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Angle cleats and $ in., } in. and % in. bolts dsiibiis one 
London area an Sy : re .-percwt. 4 15 


FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 


Stock $ in. diam., and slates 40 6 
} in. diam. : AS acc “per ton extra 4 7 
#s in. do. Ye Se ne ce Ar 2 a9 
Zin. do. 2 9 
4 in. do. + 10 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 


Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
ClasA+ 4% ; 
Class B + 93% Light + he Malleable List—324°% + 40% 
Class C +-°25} 1% Heavy -+ 36 

Black— 
Class A — 21% 
Class B — 104, y Light } 153% Malleable List—324 % 
ClassC + 13% Heavy -+ 234% 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Stop 

Gutters Nozzles Ends 
3 in. ce eae “<s om w- 3/44 3/- 10 
34 in. ose see see ose sc OS 3/3 10 
4 in. eee ves es ne ose "4/9 3/8 1/3 
4} in. aes ane nee oes SS | 4/1 1/6 
5 in. we eet a0 ses eer). 4/5 1/10 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
Gutters Nozzle 
3in. “ 4/44 3/11 
34 in. ea 4/104 3/11 
tin. wee SAE 4/1 
‘yin. - - a 4/8 
Sin. a 6/44 5/5 
CL RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. noate Pipe Bends 
ge 7/24 3/8 
2} in. 7/24 4/1 
3 in. 8/1 5/2 
3p in. 9/3 6/1 
4in. 10/8 7/4 
L.c.c. ‘Cue Sor PrPes 
2in. 8/24 6/4 
2 in. 8/74 7/- 
3in. 9/8 7/8 
3} in. 10/10 9/7 


12/4 


only. 
and tonnage allowance. 


L.C.C. Coatep Drain Pipes 


Mild Steel Hoops 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge ee 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 

Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge me 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 

Galvanised flat sheets C.R. and C. i_ 
20 gauge 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


(Base prices) 

Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) «> ©per Ib. 

Sheet BS 1470 N 53 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) pe 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) ; 

Coiled sista for flashing 99. 1% purity "22 SWG (12i in. 
wide) 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32in. x 20SWG .. per sheet 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 8 ft. x 312in. x 20SWG . 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 
Profile 8 ft. x 31fin. x 20SWG . _ 

Extruded section BS 1476 E 1C simpie - moulding 


” 


” 


per Ib. 


Extruded section BS 1476 EIC lin. diam. round ... “ 

Extruded section BS 1476 HELOWP simple angle 

Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP | in. diam. mee 
20 SWG 


< 20SWG .... 


” 


Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O/D >» 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 1} in. O/ D> 





£ 
49 
RB} | 
54 


56 
59 
65 


57 
61 
66 


THE BUILDER 


n. : 5/8 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 23° 
4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


Ss. 
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\o 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. peryd. Bends — Branche? 
4in. | I #7 25/8 18/3 32/6 
6 in. vita > © 4] 38/1 48/6 77/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths . per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes sea ve each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ... es 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse . <a 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. i 2/11 3/9 4/3 5/11 
do. 6in. do. i 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Assrstos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 44 in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. “—— .-. per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends : . each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends.. aes 2 /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles... “i rip a 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles... aca es = 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
ASBESTO or ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
Drop ends . each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stopends ... ah <5 /9 10 Il 1/- 1/2 
Angles mt 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles eat ose 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips Ree 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
Per ton basis 
in London 
ee 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant shaun 42 17 6 
Mild Steel Bars ; ‘ies ees E = . : 
39 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 











PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. - 
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All per doz. sin. jin. lin. l}in. lin. 2im 

Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 

head for iron 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron. 109/— »158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 

do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 

iron ne 2 --- 19/6 23/6 38/6 — — 165/- 

“Thi in. 14 in. 2 in. in. 

Caps and screws .. 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 


Brass sleeves 


31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 


14 x 6b. 14 x 6lb. 2X 71b. 3 x 7b. 


217/3 
281/- 


Lead P. trap with brass ss 


screws 63/6 79/6 127/- 
Lead S. trap do. 71/- 95/- 156/3 
Solder 

Plumbers’ per |b. 

Tinmen’s a 

Blow pipe 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 


cao 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 403d. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. 


Extra 
d. 

sin. x 19 gauge ... 122 Total per Ib. 
2 in. ae ‘as aaa 114 ie ‘a 

1 in. ws . tea as 93 a <a 

I} in is ., aa ee 9 ‘<a a 

ld in. x 18 9 ee oes 
2 it 36 17 103 ‘a a 


Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots pene per cwt. 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) e “ 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) * 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic se Lae ome and manufactur- 
ing extras gag per Ib. 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


— 
oor 


nN 


Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


RK 
347 15 0 


wood 


8 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 


or Home Counties. 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards _ per ton 
Lead Water Pipe in coils ne i 
Lead — Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. 

over 4 in. dia. <4 ae aos af 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pip: = aaa a 
Extras over Basis for quantities under | ton 


5 cwt. and under | ton per cwt. 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. ai ais aaa ” 
lewt. do. 3 cwt. wea as ead aaa ie 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 
do. NV hite do. do. : BS 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ae 
Hydrated Lime do. 
Lump Lime do. oa pe 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1- -ton loads Jaa - 


Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1I-ton loads 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ‘4 ae 

Hair 

Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board ; 3 in. thick 600 


per cwt. 


yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 

1,200 yds. ... Pai 
Do. Insulating do. 3 in. thick 600 yds. ‘and over 

in one delivery. Delivered site ne . per yd. 

1,200 yds. ... ma 
Gypoun Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 

$ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 

baal Delivered site = 

1,200 yds. ee aa 
Do. Insulating do. 3 in. thick 600 wns ‘and over 

in one delivery. 


Delivered site... se 


1,200 yds. 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. super 
: Ss. d, 
Calling Disonten — ie de - oot ent. ; 7 . 4 in. Figured Rolled an and Cathedral, Standard patterns: 
ny ~ riage SOO peat, 3:10 0 | do Standard Tints” - cane, 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . . percwt. 311 0 tie. Pees, Hammerstripe, Reeded,  Reediyte ia 9 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ois Luminating 11 surve} 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 8 18 O } in. Wired Cast 4 12 been ¢ 
Genuine White Lead’ Paint, 1-19 gal. ‘lots in gal. tins per gal. 3° 2° 0 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 1} 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. ke se percwt. 619 3 Hollow Glass Blocks— t NEW 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg... oa be 241 P.B2 eS 5 x 53 x 32 i Each ; 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. ai ... per tin 9 0 PB3. . 73 : H § ene a 29 The 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra. per gal. 14 0 P_B.32 ue 7 7 4 in. 42 Londo 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. : 14 6 bx 3 in, 420 itm 
ieee Radiused Corner Blocks to match el vi \ ap 
ea ~ gaa substitute ae —_ — sbi J 5 6} > > ; eo : 3 am 
. gal.) do oO me 4 8} 9 Alder: 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior e 6 10 P.B.32 6 9 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) sas a 3 in. Polished Plate Glen. G. G. Ceality—~ Per ft. super AER? 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) per Ib. 1 6 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. a7 
White Lining Paper per piece I 0 ” ” ” F “4 sup. 45 At 
+9 ” ” t. sup. 5 1 Lime 
VARNISHES, etc. mo» » 100 ft. sup. 56 J ciatio 
di iin nee tin. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates wecieiiinan 100 ft. July 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside per gal. 112 6 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in, both ways. G.G. quality aerate 
Oak Pale Copal ap 118 0 —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one way or 135 in. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside _ = 2.700 both ways : ees , 8 4 at Pt 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ” 700 Not expoeding 160 ft. sup. or ditto ll 3 this ¢ 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... S 2:14 <0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 16 0 ways 
Finest Carriage atch wee oP 210 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. Swed 
Sat haar Veh... = > 00 | Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. . 
i — Size me 112 6 | Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. EMP. 
ack Japan ” t= ¢ The followin l 
é: g prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and 
-- so ae ” : ' - pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. F ” = 
Terebene A i ee ze Minimum Per ft. sup, Labo 
Knotting (1 gal, bottles free). is 2 2 0 | Description of Glass quantity s. d, (Cmd 
French and Brush Polish (do.) . 118 0 | 18 02z. sheet 0.Q. . 3,000 4t 20, sI 
240z, » 5 2,000 64 the b 
GLASS - = * von eT was § 
ane A 10 ihe 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 4 in. Rolled Plate aa ves 1,060 A indus 
j s. dd. 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 1 per 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing —_: Cut Sizes 5} Patterns, White «és 1,000 7h high 
+: | ae > a a oat Lin. Pinstripe, } Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating — pve 
Es. 55 - s 9 9 ’ and Spotlyte. A 10 : 
32 oz. ‘5 » $s - : | ~s in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast. 2,000 1 i ; 
é in. Rolled Plate 9 + in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... 2,000 ll col 
ys in. and } in. Rough Cast . 1 0 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 0 Mi 
aa — last < 
IRON AND STEEL PRICES HOUSING AT LIVERPOOL of municipal flats overlooking Sefton Park | 8 * 
fal ; Review Field, in view of the growing short- ‘ 
Average Increases of 5 Per Cent. Corporation's Growing Deficit tage of suitable sites for building. ae 
HE Iron and Steel Board have announced L IVERPOOL Corporation’s housing com- h _ gprioent ee Soci¢ 
increases in maximum prices to take mittee is faced with a deficit for the ee ne ee eee ee ae made 
‘ = z ; fs Architect and Housing Director (Dr. 
effect as from July 25 over the whole range first time of a sum of approximately Mr. 
; ; < cae . ; ; F Ronald Bradbury, FRIBA), speak of the i 
of iron and steel products in respect of £169,400 compared with a credit balance Sibculey ennati a in Seatien : ohn Asso 
which these are determined by the Board. on revenue account last year of about of se fa inding new plots pues 
The cost of production has been affected £15,600. Th 2 arti ta “a ae ‘ oe tects 
by increases in various items, among them When the war ended there was a credit angen gD gg togGigannte Hedle~i 
the higher price of coal. of £218,000, and that rose to £274,200 dur- spa He vag Pree ae a ing 8 rife PRC 
: ey. (eae : gees 2 orporation Estates Comm = | 
On average, the increases in iron and ing the following three years when little in age es se a ae 8 ber TI 
steel prices represent approximately five per ousebuilding was done. Since then build- hace. Qua 
cent. on the price of finished steel products, ing has progressed, but costs have risen too In order to overcome this land famine Pier 
But the incidence of the increased costs is Without any increase in fundamental] rents, and its effect on housing development, it engi 
unequal, and generally speaking the price Nd so the credit has disappeared. During j, proposed to develop in the Southdene and 
adjustments are proportionately greater in the last year the committee has lost £32,600 area of Kirkby to higher densities. Similar sible 
relation to prices of the less highly pro- On permanent dwellings and £37,000 on  <ohemes are in contemplation for Childwall. man 
cessed material than in the case of more temporary dwellings, and this year they Exh 
highly finished products. The range of estimate the _ Tespective losses will be BRICK STOCKS DECLINING Flor 
price increases is indicated below: — £144,700 and £40,200. ses ——* Vier 
Be The estimated deficiency of £169,400 is Increased Demand in North-West ne 
Class of Produc: Price Increase reckoned after considering the receipt of BRICKS are being “ snapped up ” by build- incl 
Riasie “wie: teal 7 £1,039,000 subsidies from the Exchequer ing firms in the North-West area as fast as brid 
Daihen tek a 94 and rates which represent 27 per cent. of they can be turned out from the brick- stre: 
Bemidiniched cieet 64 the income on fermanent dwellings. works, writes a correspondent. Cha 
Heavy steel products (plates, joists, By the end of the financial year ending A Ministry of Works spokesman said Cop 
sections, rails) : 54 in March next, the committee will have recently that brick sales in the region in Ass 
Hot re-rolled products 54 62,530 permanent and 3,500 temporary June were the highest for any month this 
ee iat Is as dwellings. year. The brickworks sold 77,814,000 PRI 
ed. acam * 6 During the year the repairs on permanent bricks which is 6m. more than in June last B 
Tinplate- dwellings have cost on average £8 15s. 11d. year. arti 
Strip, mills 2 per dwelling and on temporary dwellings Said the spokesman: “It is an illustration the 
Resp = 34 the average has been £15 15s. per dwelling. of the amount of industrial and house build: Col 
y S 2S a . ° . 
ras ure ing that is going on today.” H 
The new prices will be + deaiiaantiniaibite 15 Tower Blocks Decision This great ste for ihe has cut a 
per cent. below American and Continental LIVERPOOL CorPORATION is planning to regional stocks to about 15m., a decline of to 
prices. build a series of eleven-storey tower blocks 30m. on reserves a year ago. arti 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


NEW PHONE NUMBER 

The telephone number of the Building 
surveyors’ Institute, 227 Strand, WC2, has 
been changed to Fleet Street 6871-3. 


NEW ROAD IN CITY 


The Common Council of the City of 
London accepted, on July 21, the tender of 
Willment Brothers, Ltd. (£23,819) for pre- 


liminary work for the new road from 
Aldersgate-street tc Moorgate. 
AERATED CONCRETES TALK 


At a meeting of members of the Chalk, 
Lime and Allied Industries Research Asso- 
ciation at Hanover House, Holborn, on 
July 20, Mr. J. E. Bessey gave a talk on 
aerated concretes, illustrated by photographs 
of processes used in the manufacture of 
this class of material and of the various 
ways in which it is used in building, in 
Sweden and Germany and in this country. 


EMPLOYMENT IN BUILDING 


The annual report of the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service for 1954 
(Cmd. 9522, HMSO, 5s.), published on July 
20, shows that in the year under review in 
the building materials industry, employment 
was good. In the building and contracting 
industry the labour force was increased by 
1 per cent. but unfilled vacancies remained 
high and the shortage of skilled labour per- 
sisted. 

COVENTRY PRESENTATION 

Mr. Harry Stafford, who retired in April 
last after more than 30 years as chief build- 
ing surveyor to Coventry Corporation has 
been presented with an engraved salver by 
members of the Coventry Association of 
Building Trades Employers and the Coventry 
Society of Architects. The presentation was 
made jointly on behalf of the two bodies by 
Mr. J. Monsell, president of the Builders’ 
Association, and Mr. S. Greenwood, ARIBA, 
chairman of the Coventry Society of Archi- 
tects, 


PROFESSOR NERVI’S WORKS 

The spring number of the Concrete 
Quarterly contains an article on Professer 
Pier Luigi Nervi and his works. This 
engineer, noted for his work both in Italy 
and the rest of Europe, has been respon- 
sible for the design and construction of 
many outstanding projects, including the 
Exhibition Hall, Turin, the Stadium at 
Florence, and the Sports Palace project at 
Vienna. Many other aspects of concrete 
work are described in this issue, its subjects 
including the Flannery Bridge—the first 
bridge in Ireland to be constructed in pre- 
stressed concrete, as well as the new Renold 
Chains’ office building at Wythenshawe. 
Copies from the Cement and Concrete 
Association, 52 Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. 


PREFERENCE FOR BRICK 


Because it was felt that a building in 
artificial Cornish stone would not fit into 
the surroundings of the new Hereford 
College of Further Education at Broadlands, 
Herefordshire Education Committee decided 
to adhere to their original recommendation 
to build the college in rustic brick with 
artificial stone facings. 


THE BUILDER 


TRANSFER OF HEADQUARTERS 


Derbyshire County Council took a deci- 
sion on July 20 which will mean the trans- 
fer of the county’s administrative head- 
quarters from Derby to Matlock, a small 
resort in the south of the Peak District with 
a population of about 17,000. The council 
decided to apply immediately to Mr. Sandys, 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, for permission to borrow nearly 
£230,000 which will be used to purchase 
and adapt Smedley’s Hydro, a 300-room 
hotel. as office accommodation for the 
council’s staff of 700. 


LAW REPORT: A CORRECTION 

In our report of the case of R. B. Burden, 
Ltd., v. Swansea Corporation, published on 
p. 105 of The Builder of July 15, certain 
errors occurred in the fifth paragraph of 
the centre column. This should read: “ Mr. 
Elwyn Jones said the Corporation architect 
issued the certificate on October 12, but 
later the builders withdrew their labour. 
After the final account had been prepared, 
Mr. Hawkins was instructed to prepare a 
bill of quantities which formed part of a 
contract entered into by another contractor 
for the completion of the school. Counsel 
submitted that even if there had been a 
mistake in Mr. Hawkins’ valuation, the 
builders’ remedy was not to withdraw their 
labour but by way of arbitration.” The Offi- 
cial Referee’s judgment in the case is given 
on page 186 of this issue. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
SUPPLIERS 
A Guide for Builders 

AN up-to-date list of genuine stock- 
holdings builders’ and plumbers’ merchants 
is now available from Building Industry 
Distributors, who have recently published 
the April, 1955, edition of their membership 
roll. 

It is easy to tell from this list the type 
of goods handled by each firm, and this 
should prove of assistance to builders under- 
taking work in new districts. 

In addition to the head office addresses 
of members, the branches are included, 
making a total of about 2,300 entries, each 
with the telephone number. In addition 
there is an alphabetical index to all mem- 
bers’ addresses. 

Amendments will be issued regularly to 
all who have the book, so that it can be 
kept thoroughly up to date in every respect. 

Orders for the book should be sent to 
Miss E. E. Crocker, membership secretary, 
Building Industry Distributors, High 
Holborn House, 52-54, High Holborn, WC1. 
The price is £2 2s. for the first copy and 
£1 1s. each for additional copies. 


PAINTERS AND DECORATORS 
WORK 
City and Guilds’ New Scheme 


On the recommendation of the advisory 
committee of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute in conjunction with the National 


Painters’ and Decorators’ joint education 
committee, the Institute -has adopted a re- 


vised scheme of courses and examinations 
in painters’ and decorators’ work. 

The main structure of the new scheme 
consists of a basic craft course of inter- 
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mediate grade standard, to be followed by 
courses of final grade standard in either 
decorative painting or in industrial and com- 
mercial painting, thus affording alternative 
courses of study in the third and fourth 
years to meet the particular needs of the 
student. 

The intermediate and final examinations 
under the old scheme will be offered for the 
last time in 1956, and from 1957 onwards 
the examinations will be based on the new 
scheme. 

The new scheme will be included in the 
Institute’s printed Programme E for Build- 
ing Subjects for 1955-56, and _ printed 
pamphlets of the scheme may also be 
obtained from the City and Guilds of Lon- 
don Institute, Department of Technology, 
Gresham College, Basinghall-street, London, 
EC2, price 6d. 


FIRE HAZARD OF PAINT 
Some Conclusions Reached 
YHE fire hazard of a painted surface is an 
important consideration when the 
paint is applied to large areas of combustible 
materials—for instance, on walls and ceil- 
ings of a room or the linings of a railway 
carriage. 

In a paper by Mr. R. W. Pickarpb, BSc 
(which has been reprinted from “ Paint 
Manufacture” by the Fire Research Organi- 
sation) some of the hazards presented by a 
painted surface and the tests which are 
carried out in this country to assess them 
are discussed. We give the following con- 
clusions from Mr. Pickard’s paper :— 

In most instances the fire hazard of a 
painted surface can be assessed from a 
knowledge of the ease with which it ignites 
and the flame spread likely to occur once 
ignition has taken place. Both these factors 
can be determined, and the test for flame 
spread forms the basis for requirements and 
recommendations in the use of paint where 
a fire risk is present. 

The assessment of special hazards which 
arise through the use of paint can usually be 
made by a test designed to represent the 
actual conditions as closely as pessible. 

Fire-retardant paints are mainly effective 
in delaying the growth of a fire and it seems 
that there is room for improvement in this 
field, principally in the washability and dura- 
bility of these paints. 


TABLE 1.—THE CRITICAL INTENSITY FOR 
PILOT IGNITION OF PAINTED FIBRE 
INSULATING BOARD. 

Rate of — Critical 
applica- intensity 
tion watts 
Paint. gm.cm.-?— cm.-? 
Untreated board .. a a? _ 0.75 
hosphate resin a 0.035 3.2 
Phosphate resin 0.064 5 Be 
Limewash 0.024 1.2 
Silicate 0.029 a 
TABLE 2.—THE CRITICAL INTENSITY FOR 


SURF ACE IGNITION OF PAINTED WOOD. 
Critical intensity— 
watts cm.-* 





Wood protected 
y charred 
Paint Paint paint layer 
Gloss on medium/long oil alkyd 1.91 1.91 


Gloss on copal ester medium 3.26 2.16 
Zinc oxide enamel on linseed oil 

medium 2.61 1.76 
Gloss on modified phenolic 

medium .. 1.41 1.41 
White lead oil paint : 1.00 2.01 
Aluminium paint. 2.32 2.31 
Gloss paint on ester gum medium 1.36 1.51 
Gloss paint on styrenated oil 2.01 1.91 
Flat wall finish .. 1.71 1,96 
Pigmented polyvinyl! oil emulsion 1.66 1.66 
Untreated wood _ 0.75 
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FILMS ABOUT BUILDING 


Further Critical Appraisals 


HE following is a further list, pre- 

pared by the Scientific Film Asso- 
ciation, 164, Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2, 
in a series of critical appraisals of build- 
ing films. Additional lists will be pub- 
lished at intervals. (List No. 3 was 
published in The Builder of June 3.) 


BUILDING FILMS—LIST No. 4 


The letters (H) or (F) after the title of 
each film signify Hire Charge, or Free 
Loan, “16 sd.” indicates 16-mm. sound 
film; “16 st.’ denotes 16-mm. silent 
film ; “ b and w”’ means black and white. 
Below the titles are given the names of 
the sponsor and producer. 


LEAD FOR BUILDING (F), 32 mins., 16sd., 
b&w. Britain, 1954. (Lead Industries Develop- 
ment Council.) Distributor: Lead Industries 
— Council, Eagle House, Jermyn-st., 

Content: Part 1 (13 mins.)—Mining lead ore ; 
manufacture of sheet lead, pipes, bends and 
traps. Examination of grain structure. Part 2 
(19 mins.)—Applications of lead in building, 
emphasising versatility and durability for roof- 
ings, flashings, weatherings and pipework. 
Plumber’s work involved. 

Appraisal: An interesting and informative 
film dealing broadly with lead as a building 
material. 

Made for: Architects, surveyors, builders, 
plumbers and students of building subjects. 

Recommended for: Adult training, specialists, 
architects, builders, technical colleges, secondary 
technical schools. 

Suitable for: Scientific film societies, general 
audiences. 

HOUSE-BUILDING WITH A TOWER CRANE (F), 
23 mins., l6sd., b& w. Britain, 1953. (Build- 
ing Research Station, DSIR.) Distributor: Film 


Otficer, Ministry of Works, Lambeth Bridge 
House, SEl. 
Content: The use of a rail-mounted tower 


crane for handling building materials on large 
contracts. Advantages. 

Appraisal: Clearly presented. Importance of 
planning well brought out but no reference to 
limitations of site. 

Made for: Builders and civil engineering con- 


tractors. 

Recommended for: Adult training. 
specialists, architects, builders, technical 
colleges. 


Suitable for: Secondary technical schools, 
scientific film societies. ; 
Unsuitable for: General audiences. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE (F), 15 mins., 16st., 
b&w. Britain, 1948. (R. Costain, Ltd.) Dis- 
tributor: R. Costain, Ltd., Dolphin-sq., SW1. 

Content: Demonstrations of the flexibility of 
prestressed concrete products. Tests to destruc- 
tion. Erection of a lighting column. Mass 
production and testing of railway sleepers. 

Appraisal: Somewhat disjointed; lacking 
technical details. Undue emphasis on flexibility 
of prestressed concrete, at expense of other more 
important properties. Unsuitable for use in 
technical colleges. 

Made for: Information of firm’s own staff. 


IBEC System or Low-cost Housinc (F), 14 
mins., l6sd., b & w. USA, 1952. (International 
Basic Economy Corporation.) Distributor: 
United States Information Service, 5, 
Grosvenor-sq., W1. 

Content: System of building houses in light- 
weight concrete (Solite) cast-in-situ. 1 and 2 
storey houses cast in one pouring; mould 
removed after four hours. Roof slabs cast on 
ground, on top of one another, with mould oil 
to prevent bonding; lifted by cranes with 
vacuum suckers; moulds erected, poured and 
stripped in six hours. 

Appraisal; An advertising film which gives a 
straightforward description of a new and in- 
teresting method of construction. ans i of 
little teaching value, the ideas presented are 
interesting and should stimulate thought. 

Recommended for: Specialists. 

Suitable for: Adult training, architects, 
builders, technical colleges, secondary technical 
schools, scientific film societies. 

Onsuitable for: General audiences. 
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COLTERRO PLASTER LATH (F), 40 mins., 16st., 
b & w (also 16sd., mag. stripe). Britain. W. H. 
Colt (London), Ltd. Distributor: W. H. Colt 
(London), Ltd., Surbiton, Surrey. 

Content: General introduction to the material 


and its particular characteristics. Method of 
fixing to joisted ceilings, partitions and circular 
frame work. Application of plaster and plaster 
finishes. Views of finished work carried out 
with the aid of this material. 

Appraisal: A somewhat lengthy description 
of the applications of metallic Jathing in build- 
ing work, which would form a useful supple- 
ment to practical instruction. 

Made for: Architects and builders. 

Recommended for: Specialists. 

Suitable for: Adult training, architects, 
builders, technical colleges, secondary technical 
schools. 


Unsuitable for: Scientific film societies, 
general audiences. 
MoviInG THE CrypT (F), 22 mins., 16sd., 


b & w. Britain, 1952. (Ministry of Works.) Dis- 
tributor: Film Officer, Ministry of Works, 
Lambeth Bridge House, SE1. 

Content: How the crypt of Henry VIII's 
palace in Whitehall was moved in its entirety 
through a horizontal distance of some 30 ft. 
and lowered about 10 ft. to make room for the 
foundations of a new 10-storey office block. 
Supporting on steel sub-frame;_ horizontal 
movement on steel rollers; vertical lowering by 
jacks; precautions to ensure uniformity. of 
movement. 

Appraisal: A straightforward description of 
an interesting and unusual job; helpful dia- 
grams. 

Made for: Architects and builders. 

Recommended for: Specialists, architects and 
builders, technical colleges, secondary technical 
schools, adult training, scientific film societies. 

Suitable for: General audiences. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE (F), 25 mins., 16sd., 
b&w _ Britain, 1955. (Concrete, Ltd.) Dis- 
tributor: Sound Services, Ltd., 269, Kingston- 
rd., SW19. 

Content: Theory of prestressed concrete. 
Demonstrations of flexibility, reduction in size, 
weight and deflection under design load com- 











PINCHIN. 
JOHNSON 


bos il 


HEAD OFFICE ; 
4 CARLTON GARDENS, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 
Telephone: TRAfalgar 5600 


Principal Branches and Stock Depots: 


BELFAST Belfast 58643 
BIRMINGHAM, 1 Midland 1042-3-4 
BRIGHTON, 1... Brighton 23739 
BRISTOL, 8... ove Bristol 33889 
GLASGOW, C.2 ae Douglas 3281-2 
LEEDS, 11 Leeds 24377 
LIVERPOOL, 20 Liverpool, Bootle 2121 
MANCHESTER, 3 Blackfriars 380¢ 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 1 = Newcastle-on-Tyne 21919 
SOUTHAMPTON Southampton 23648 


ESTABLISHED 1834 


July 29 1955 


pared with ordinary reinforced concrete of gq 
strength. Factory production, transport and 
erection. Charts illustrating relative costs of 
prestressed and ordinary concrete in production 
and erection. 

Appraisal: Interesting and instructive, expos. 
tion of the properties and uses of prestressed 
concrete. Relative values of prestressed and 
ordinary reinforced concrete are clearly shown 

Made for: All concerned with building ang 
civil engineering. 

Recommended for: 
builders. 

Suitable for: Adult training, — technical 
colleges, secondary technical schools, scientific 
film societies. 

Unsuitable for: General audiences. 


Specialists, architects, 


Six MoW Releases 


A PREVIEW of six building films recently 
made for the Technical Information Service 
of the Ministry of Works was shown in 
London on July 25. These sound films will 
be available through MoW Regional Tech- 
nical Information Offices. Details are as 
follows :—Designing a Concrete Mix: (Run- 
ning time 10 mins.).—Illustrates selection of 
aggregates, tests and trial mixes to determine 
the most suitable mix for a required strength, 

Vibrated Concrete on a Building Site: 
(Running time 10 mins.)—Shows some new 
methods of achieving economies in labour, 
materials and shuttering. An immersion 
vibrator and a power float are seen in opera- 
tion. 

Soil Cement Roads: (Running time 10 
mins.).—Shows the application of soil cement 
stabilisation methods to rapid and economi- 
cal construction of roads. 

Site Handling of Materials: (Running 
time 10 mins.).—Draws attention to the im- 
portance of careful planning for the de- 
livery and storage of materials on site and 
for their orderly distribution to the crafts- 
men for placing. 

Factory-made Building Interiors: (Run- 
ning time 10 mins.).—A selection of modern 
methods of manufacture and assembly of 
prefabricated partitions which eliminate wet 
construction. 

Changing Practices in Building: (Running 
time 11 mins.).—Short sequences of some re- 
cent developments in methods and materials 
ranging from foundations to finishes. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Restrictions on Hire-Purchase 


THE BoaRD OF TRADE have announced that, 
as indicated in the statement by the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer in the House of Com- 
mons on Monday, they have made an Order 
amending the Hire-Purchase and Credit 
Sale Agreements (Control) Order, 1955. 
The main change is the increase in the 
minimum initial deposit from 15 per cent. 
to 334 per cent. of the cash price for certain 
classes of goods. The maximum periods 
for payment of the balance are unchanged. 

The classes of goods for which the deposit 
is increased to 334 per cent. include: radio 
and television sets, gramophones, washing 
machines, vacuum cleaners, refrigerators, 
cameras, binoculars, cars, motor cycles and 
auxiliary units for power-assisted cycles. 

The classes of goods for which the deposit 
remains 15 per cent. include: domestic 
furniture, floor coverings, mattresses, 
cookers, water heaters, wash boilers, peram- 
bulators, caravans, pedal cycles, clocks and 
watches. 
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OVERSEAS 








[From Our Own Correspondents] 


AUSTRALIA.—Two big construction 
companies, one American and the other 
Australian, have been appointed to carry 
out jointly the contract to build a £A22m. 
ammunition-filling factory at St. Mary’s, 
nar Sydney. The American company is 
the Utah Construction Co., which recently 
completed the big Eildon Dam, in Victoria, 
one of the largest in Australia. The Aus- 
tralian company is Concrete Constructions, 
Ltd. The Minister for Defence Production, 
Sir Eric Harrison, has said that the two 
companies would be paid a fixed fee of 
£A615,000. Work on the undertaking would 
begin immediately. Sir Eric said 14 tenders 
had been received for the project, including 
some from overseas. The work would be 
completed by December, 1957. 


GOLD COAST.—The Industrial Develop- 
men Corporation of the Gold Coast have 
proposed that a firm of consultants be 
appointed to survey the possibility of estab- 
lishing a paper plant at a cost which has 
been estimated in the region of £350,000. 
It is understood that the sum of up to 


f4m. has been suggested for Industrial 
Development Corporation development 


activities in the second development period 
1956-61... . The Minister of Local Gov- 
ernment announced in the Assembly recently 
that £lm. is to be set aside in the estimates 
to enable certain improvements to be carried 
out in Accra in readiness for the celebration 
of National Independence. 

It is planned to complete a modern water 
supply sysem, based on the town of Swedru 
and radiating from there, to serve the sur- 
rounding areas. The entire scheme, which 
is not likely to be completed in less than 
15 years from now, is estimated to cost 
£2im. The first stage is expected to cost 
about £4m. and will take four years to 
complete. Tenders for the first stage are 
likely to be invited about September this 
year. The work will require the installation 
of a central treatment plant, together with 
the main pumping stations and pipelines to 
Swedru town. 

ISRAEL.—Executives of enterprises estab- 
lished by the Histadrut, in Israel, held a 
conference recently to inaugurate a central 
council to be responsible for the launching 
of a several million pounds development pro- 
gramme. Proposals are in hand to establish 
a network of new basic enterprises and 
industries, many of which will exploit 
Israel’s natural resources. The first phase, 
to cover the next three to six years, will 
entail the construction of a number of 
factories. 

The Haifa Municipality has provided a 
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five-acre plot for the building of a plant 
to manufacture nylon thread. The first 
building to be constructed is to have a floor 
space of 3,000 sq. metres. 


KENYA.—Further details are now avail- 
able of the programme of 5,000 houses for 
Africans proposed to be built in the Nairobi 
area in the next three years. Mr. H. Thorn- 
ley Dyer, FRIBA, AMTPI, P.O. Box 5025, 
Nairobi, Kenya (who is organising the 
scheme for the Government of Kenya 
jointly with the Nairobi City Council) now 
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writes : We hope to start building the 
first thousand houses next January, but 
before then we are erecting prototypes to 
discover what snags are likely to be en- 
countered so that modifications can be made 
to the construction system in time. We are 
setting up our own pumice quarry in the 
Rift Valley 40 miles north from Nairobi, 
and a factory in the industrial area of 
Nairobi for manufacturing the components. 
We are hoping to turn these out at the rate 
of six houses a day and reckon to complete 
the 5,000 houses within three years at the 
cost of something like £13 million. We have 
very nearly completed laboratory tests on 


components and materials with very 
encouraging results.” 
Plans are also under consideration 


for a new cinema at Nairobi City Square, 
Kenya, on a plot held by Twentieth Century- 
Fox Films. The Schlesinger Organisation of 
South Africa also has various plans for 
building development in the square. ... 
The Government is making four plots avail- 
able for motor and agricultural showrooms 
in the square. Tenders for these sites were 
opened about ten days ago and are expected 
to be allocated soon. Development of these 
showrooms will have to be completed within 
three years and will cost about £4m. 


MALAYA.—A new school building to 
cost over £100,000 is to be built in Coleman- 
street, Singapore, on the site of the Anglo- 
Chinese Junior School. Tenders are expected 
to be called for shortly and it is hoped that 
construction will be well under way before 
the end of the year. 

The Federation Government plans to 
spend over £7m. by 1956 to increase the 
daily capacity of its water supplies from 
56m. galls to over 68m. galls. The new 
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pipeline mains will total over 2,000 miles. 
The biggest single job is the £24m. Klang 
Gates scheme, which will increase the 
Federal capital’s supply to 32m. galls. daily 
and will ultimately supply the satellite town 
of Petaling Jaya. 


* NIGERIA.—A five-year development 
programme covering the period 1955-60 has 
been announced by the Eastern Region 
Government. £1,750,000 is to be spent on 
rural water supplies; £804,200 on roads and 
bridges; and £1m. on _ education. The 
Eastern Region Government, in its aim to 
implement the recommendations of the 
International Bank Mission, has issued a 
White Paper on industrial development in 
the region. Major industries called for 
under this scheme include a £63,000 ceramics 
industry, a canning factory, a £60,000 fur- 
niture factory and a £10,888 light metal 
work industry and a paper-making industry. 

The final lay-out plans for the extension 
and modernisation of Port Harcourt Wharf 
have been approved by the Nigerian Ports 
Authority, and work is expected to com- 
mence before the end of the year. The 
Federal Government has now decided to 
take a hand in the development of Koko 
as a port. The sum of £25,000 has been 
earmarked for a consultant engineer to 
investigate the possibility of development. 

The Eastern Region Government has 
decided to apply to the Foreign Operations 
Administration of the United States for 
technical aid in surveying the relative 
priorities for road improvements in the 
region. It is also planned to replace ferries 
and wooden bridges on al] trunk “B” roads 
with permanent bridges, using Bailey bridges 
wherever possible. A bridge is to be built 
across the Mungo river, on the Kumba- 
Tombel-road at an estimated cost of £38,000. 


RHODESIA AND NYASALAND.—A 
revised development plan of Southern 
Rhodesia, detailing proposed schemes up to 
1959, was tabled recently in the Southern 
Rhodesian Parliament. It covers the four 
years 1955.to 1959, and envisages the spend- 
ing of £29,174,000. In addition many local 
authorities have development plans of their 
own totalling several million pounds. So 
far allocations have been made as follows: 
£41m. for housing, £3,450,000 for roads and 
bridges, £1,045,000 for water development, 
£2m. for public works, and £102,000 for 
miscellaneous work. European housing in 
the coming two financial years is to get £m 
under the plan and £4m. is to be devoted 
to Native housing. 

The Salisbury City Council has decided 
to give 380 acres of land at Warren Farm 
to the Government for the purposes of 
setting up a Federal Centre. . . . £154m. is 
to be spent on hydro-electric schemes. . . . 
Rhodesian railways also have a large pro- 
gramme in which £4m. will be spent for 
European housing and £1m. for African 
housing. A little over £1m. is to be spent 
for development of airfields at Salisbury 
and Chileka, in Nyasaland. A total of 
£11im. is to be set aside for new buildings 
in Southern Rhodesia, including education 
and health buildings. . . . Six high-level 
bridges are to be built over rivers on the 
Salisbury-Bulawayo-Beit territory to give 
an all-weather route between South Africa 
and the main centres of Southern Rhodesia. 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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To implement proposals made by M. 
Coyne for preliminary work to start at 
Kariba this year before the rainy season, 
the Federal MHydro-Electric Board has 
entered into contract with the Cementation 
Co., Ltd., without first calling for tenders. 
The work involved, which is due to begin 
shortly, will enable the Zambesi to be 
diverted and includes the excavation of 
rock to make a diversion channel on the 
north bank. It will also include a tunnel 
through the rock on the south bank and 
the construction of two coffer dams. The 
cost of the work will be approximately 
£14m. 

The reason for the work having been 
allocated without tender was given by the 
chairman of the board, Mr. D. L. Ander- 
son, at a Press meeting. He said that the 
time involved in calling for tenders would 
have been 22 weeks and this would have 
meant that no work could have been 
achieved in the present dry season, and that 
therefore a year’s work on the project would 
have been lost. It was als® announced that 
Messrs. Merz and McLellan, of London, 
had beem appointed as the consulting 
electrical and mechanical engineers. 


SANITARY EARTHENWARE REPORT 


*A report dealing with the Canadian 
market for closet bowls, closet tanks, wash 
basins and urinals of earthenware, fire clay 
and vitreous china, has been prepared by 
the United Kingdom Trade Commissioner 
Service in Canada. 

The following is a summary of conclu- 
sions reached :— 

(i) The Canadian market is steady and 
growing. (ii) There are two Canadian 
manufacturers, both subsidiaries of United 
States firms. (iit) The USA accounts for 
the greatest proportion of Canadian 
imports, but Britain contributes on average 
about 25 per cent. (iv) It is probable that 
imports from Britain would be increased if 
British manufacturers: (a) could increase 
allocations of earthenware to their agents; 
(b) in some cases, provide more attractive 
trade literature and simpler price lists. (v) 
North American design must be adhered to. 
In particular, closet tank fittings should 
conform to the recently promulgated 
Canadian Standards Association Code for 
Plumbing Brassware. (vi) United King- 
dom earthenware retains its market because 
of the price advantage over vitreous china, 
but the trend favours the latter, and if 
British manufacturers could produce it at 
prices comparable with earthenware prices, 
there would be a possibility of a very sub- 
stantial increase in sales. 

Copies of the above report may be 
obtained from Export Services Branch, 
Board of Trade, Lacon Howse, Theobalds- 
road, WC1. ; 


NYASALAND VERMICULITE 


A large deposit of vermiculite rock, 
1,200 yds. long and 200 yds. wide, has been 
discovered in the middle of Shire Valley 
by the Geological Survey Department of 
Nyasaland. A department spokesman has 
said that preliminary tests by the minerals 
research division, Colonial Office, revealed 
the vermiculite to be the “best yet in 
southern Africa, outside deposits in the 
Union.” The vermiculite was present in 
three main types. 
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Russians Tour Building Sites 


N search of new ideas in housing and fac- 

tory building, a Russian delegation made 

a quick tour in Scotland on July 18 from 
Edinburgh westward to Glasgow. 

They were particularly interested in 
methods of prefabrication and in the use of 
new building materials. They visited East 
Kilbride in the afternoon after a morning 
tour in Edinburgh, where they saw the Royal 
Mile. 

In East Kilbride they also visited a new 
school of modern design and questioned Sir 
Patrick Dollan, chairman of the East Kil- 
bride Development Corporation, about the 
school-leaving age and the system of ad- 
vancement to secondary and university edu- 
cation. They made inquiry, too, about 
family accommodation in the new housing 
estates, and the allocation to each family of 
garden space, in comparison with the com- 
munal sharing in Russia. 





New Industries for Inverness 


ScoTtisH Industrial Estates, Ltd., who re- 
cently acquired a site at the Longman, the 
former Inverness municipal airport, for in- 
dustrial development, have now completed 
most of the preliminary arrangements in con- 
nection with the erection of new factory 
buildings. 

Two firms have already agreed to establish 
new industries on the proposed industrial 
estate, and plans for the first factory building 
which have been prepared by Scottish In- 
dustrial Estates were approved on July 21. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeenshire.—Plans are in hand for Turriff’s 
police headquarters, and four houses. County A: 
Alexander Macgill (F), Union-ter., Aberdeen. 

Aberdeen.—Plans have been approved for an 
infants’ and nursery school at the Mastrick develop- 
ment area. Council A: Mr. G. M. Keith (F), Archi- 
tectural & Pianning Offices, Broad-st., The Castle- 
gate, Aberdeen. 

Ayrshire.—Approval has been given by Kilmarnock 
Corporation to a scheme of new cemetery buildings, 
including chapel, public departments, mortuary, 
waiting, reception and viewing rooms, superin- 
tendent’s offices, and house. Council A: N. S. 
Sutherland (F), Council-bldgs., Kilmarnock. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 

Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 

Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 

Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
LLOWING re rates of wa 
authorised by the Scottish Nationa] 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s, 54q, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d, 
Ist ie ae sey ae 440 
2nd 334 58 8 
3rd © 50 88 0 
4th 664 117 4 
Sth 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s, q, 











probationary period) 3 5 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) ‘ os On 
Dunbartonshire.—Plans prepared by their own 


architects have been approved for the Singer Sewing 
Machine Co., Kilbuie-rd., Clydebank, for scheme 
estimated to cost over £240,000, for new suite of 
halls at Clydebank. (The large hall is to seat over 
1,300 persons.) 

East Kilbride.—Plans are in hand for new church 
for the Baptist Church of Scotland, 136, West Regent. 
st., Glasgow. Plans are in hand for the enlarge. 
ment of the public hotel for the Development Cor- 
poration. Architect: Francis Scott (L), Torrence-hse,, 
East Kilbride. 

Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for the South of 
Scotland Electricity Board, Waterloo-st., for canteen 
and offices at Edington-st. Architect: Thomas §, 
Cordiner (A), Blythswood-chbrs., West George-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are im hand for the London 
Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd., for new warehouse 
at the St. Paul’s Church site, Brown-st. Architects: 
James Thomson King & Ptnrs. (A&A), 5. Somerset- 
pl., Sauchiehall-st., Charing Cross. Quantity Sur- 
veyors: Messrs. Muirhead, Muir & Webster, West 
Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for scheme of 
houses at the Toryglen housing site. Architect: J. 
Austen Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Westend, 
Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans for buildings prepared by their 
own staff of designers for Messrs. G. & J. Weir, 
Ltd.. Holm Foundry, Cathcart, have been approved. 

Glasgow.—A community centre is to be erected at 


the Pollok housing development area, for which 
sketch plans have been approved. Architect: John 
Macnab (F), Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans are in hand for buildings for the 
Market Department at Biggar-st. Architect: 
Archibald G. Jury (F), Architectural & Planning 
Department, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for the 
Glasgow & West of Scotland Commercial College, 
Pitt-st., for additions and alterations at Blythswood. 
Architects: Frank Burnet, Boston & James Bell (F&A), 
180, Hope-st.. Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—A demolition scheme and the erection 
of new buildings for Barclay, Curle Co,, Ee 
(shipbuilders), for which plans are in hand, will 
be carried out at South-st., Scotstoun. The engineers 
are Baptie, Shaw & Morton, Blythswood-sq., West 
George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Additions and alterations for the British 
Transport Commission, 302, Buchanan-st., are to be 
carried out at Parliamentary-rd., Dennistoun, from 
plans by their own engineers, 34, Elmbank-st., 
Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans for additions have been approved 
for James T. N. Warson, at Glencairn-dr., Pollok- 
shields. Architects: J. Taylor Thomson, MacCrae & 
Saunders (F&A), 212, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans are in hand for additions andé 
alterations for Ronald G. B. Diack, Ltd.. at Jamaica- 
st. Architect: John Bolton (A), Swans-bldgs., 
Hamilton-st., Greenock. x 

Inverness-shire.—Plans are in hand for scheme of 
"Aviemore public halls. Architects: Rowand Anderson, 
Kininmonth & Paul (F&F), 107, High-st., Forres. 

Lanarkshire.—-Plans are in hand for clubrooms 
for Glenboig, at Inchneuk-rd. Architect: James S. 
Preston, 114, Motherwell-rd., Bellshill. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for James P. Hendry 
Clydesdale Main-st., Overton, for additions, ete. 
Architect: William Nimmo, 3, Stevenston-st., Mother- 
well-Wishaw. ae 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved by Airdrie 
Dean of Guild Court for 383 houses at the Imperial- 
dr. development site. Council A: Harry Shaw (PF), 
Master of Works Offices, Graham-sq., Airdrie 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for extensions to 
Bellshill Baptist Church. Architect: George A. 
Cassells (A), 40, Craighleith-cres., Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for recom 
struction and additions to the Public Library at 
Main-st., Caldercruix. Architect: William G. Watt 
(F), Architectural & Planning Department, Albert-st., 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 
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3 The Builder 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


#+Carmarthenshire CC.—Erection of infants’ sch. 
at Brynamman. County A, County Hall. Dep. £5. 
Tenders by Sept. 3 

AUGUST 3. 

#+Leeds Regional Hospital Board.—Extensions to 
Nurses’ Training Unit at Scarborough Hospital. 
Architect to the Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. 
I 2 2s. 

"Secon and Melcombe Regis BC.—(1) Re- 

roofing, Nos. 1, 2, 5, 6 and 7, Belvidere-ter.; (2) 
ladies’ Convenience at The Esplanade; (3) block of 
shops and maisonettes at Chapelhay, Scheme 4a; 
(4) four blocks of flats and maisonettes at Chapel- 
hay, Stage 3. TC. 

AUGUST 5. 

*+Beds.—Standing Joint Comm.: (a) One pair of 
police houses at Dunstable, Garden-rd.; (b) police 
house at Luton, Bramble-rd. County A. 

AUGUST 6. 

*+Birmingham City C.—Tenants’ room at Field-la., 
Bartley Green estate. City A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by Sept. 5. 

*+Birmingham City C.—18 shops, 17 flats and 
ofice accommodation at The Fordrough, West 
Health. City A, Civic Centre. Tenders by Sept. 6 
Dep. £2 2s 

*tEssex CC.—Health 
estate. County A. 

*+Essex CC.—Internal renovations at (a) Fair- 
mead County Sec. Sch., Loughton, and (b) St. 
Nicholas County Prim. Sch., Loughton. County A. 

*tEssex CC.—Erection of fire station at The Ridge- 
way. County A. 

*tHendon BC.—Alterations and 

154, 156 and 158, Station-rd. I 
Dep. £2 2s. 
*tMerthyr Tydfil CBC.—{a) 62 houses at Gurnos; 
(b) 64 houses at Swansea-rd.; (c) 52 houses at Twyny- 
garreg, Treharris. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £5 Ss. 
Tenders by August 29. 
**North Riding CC. 
at Thornaby-on-Tees. 
Dep. £2 2s 


clinic at Three Arch Bridge 


additions to Nos. 
3E&S, Town Hall. 


Home for 40 aged persons 
County A, Northallerton. 


AUGUST 8. 
*+Birmingham City C.—Police station and flats at 
Bradford-st. City A, Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by Aug. 31. 

*tFrinton and Walton UDC.—Public conveniences 
at Frinton-on-Sea and Walton-on-Naze. N. G. Har- 
land (L), *‘ Easthope,’’ Old-rd., Frinton-on-Sea. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. 

*tLittle Staughton (Beds.). 
Sutton Smith & Son, chartered 
veyors, Midland Bank-chmbrs., 
AUGUST 10. 
*tEast Suffolk CC.—Erection of Sec. Mod. Sch. at 
East Bergholt Cost between £80,000 and £100,000. 
County A, County Hall, Ipswich. Tenders by 
Sept. 12. 
**Northampton CBC. 


New church buildings. 
architects and sur- 
Wallington, Surrey. 


Conversion of ‘* Barnfield,”’ 


Harlestone-rd., to an old persons’ home. Boro’ A, 
Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tNorthampton CBC.—Branch _ library, police 


bas 


station and maisonettes in one building and block of 7 

flats and maisonettes adjacent at junction of Har- 

borough-rd. and Kingsland-ave. Boro’ A, Guildhall 
> 


Dep. £2 2s 

ee MBC.—Block of six flats at Fair- 
field-st. c. 

AUGUST 12. 

“Lowestoft BC.—50 houses at The Beeches estate, 
Normanston-dr. BE, 49, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
_*Malvern UDC.—Public convenience at Winter 
Gardens. S&WE, Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 13. 


*+Coventry EC.—Erection of Alderman’s Green 
Infants School. Director of Education. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Golborne UDC.—Roof tiling of 32 houses and 


3 bungalows at Laburnum-rd. scheme. E&S 
AUGUST 15. 


, "Heston and Isleworth BC.——-Supply and erection of 


- concrete garages. BS. 

*Wembley BC.—Chair store adjoining assembly 
hall. Boro’ Treas. Dep. £2 2s 

e AUGUST 19. 

Oldham CBC.—103 dwellings at Holts estate 


Cameron & Middleton, chartered quantity surveyors, 
‘I, Queen-st., Oldham. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘ AUGUST 20. 

Dagenham BC.—40 flats (two-storey), 12 flats 
Eagle-ave. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


(three-storey) and 22 garages at Mill-la., 
and Bath-rd 


BE&S, Civic Centre. 








THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 





AUGUST 22. 
*Leyton BC.—Convenience at Auckland-rd. depot. 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 23. 
New Windsor RBC.—32 flats at Manor Farm-cl. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 26. 

*Croydon CBC.—Second instalment of new Tech- 
nical College. Robert Atkinson & Ptnrs., 13, Man- 
chester-sq., WI. Dep. 3 

*New Windsor Royal Boro’.—33 garages and site 
ag at Manor Farm site. BE, Kipling Memorial- 

g. 

AUGUST 29. 
_ *Basingstoke BC.—39 flats and 3 bungalows with 
site works at King’s-rd. Boro’ A, Municipal-bldgs. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*North Riding EC.—Erection of County Jun. Sch. 
at South Bank, nr. Middlesbrough. F. Barraclough, 
County Hall, Northallerton. 


AUGUST 31. 
*Isle of Ely CC.—Additional classroom, 
Chatteris Burnsfield Infants’ Sch. 


£2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER I. 

*Chingford BC.—12 flats at Old Church-rd. estate. 
BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

New Windsor Royal Boro’.—Reconstruction and 
new buildings at Corporation depot, Alma-rd. BE, 
Kipling-bldg., Alma-rd., Windsor. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE, 

*Bedford BC.—Demolition and 
public conveniences at St. Paul’s-sq. 
£2 2s. 


etc., at 
County A. Dep 


re-erection of 
BE&S. Dep. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC, 


AUGUST 5. 

*Ealing TC.—Oil-fired central heating boiler and 
additional radiators at Central Library, Walpole Park. 
BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2. 

AUGUST 8. 

*+West Riding CC.—Installation of domestic hot 
water supply and cold water services at Dearne 
Thurnscoe, The Hill Sec. Mod. Sch. County A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 10. 

East Riding of Yorks CC.—Supply of about 3.100 
tons of bitumen macadam—high fines content. 
County S, Beverley. 

AUGUST 29. 

East Riding of Yorks CC.—Supply of (a) road- 
stone and chippings; (b) salt for snow clearing. 
County S, Beverley 














At the 


Batsford 
Bookshop 


you are invited to inspect 
one of the most compre- 
hensive stocks to be found 
of English and foreign 
books on Modern Archi- 
tecture and Building Con- 
struction. 





— ; ee Teta 
| Catalogue available on 
| request 


15, North Audley St. 
London, W.1 































ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 13. 

Margate BC.—Construction of concrete sea wall 
and promenade. ; 

AUGUST 16. 

Manchester City C.—New bridge over railway at 
Western-rd. City 

AUGUST 18. 

Swindon BC.—Laying and jointing of 14 miles of 

spun-iron pipes. BS&WE. Dep. £5. 
AUGUST 19. 

tLewes BC.—Pumping station, 1,000 lin. yds. of 
SI sewer, 200 lin. yds. of rising main, etc. Howard 
Humphreys & Sons, consulting engineers, Victoria- 
st., SW1. Dep. £3 3s. 

AUGUST 26. 

Evesham RDC.—Water supply works, northern 
area. A. H. S. Waters & Ptnrs., 25, Temple-row, 
Birmingham, engrs. Dep. £5 5s. 

AUGUST 29. ! ' 

Wey Valley Water Co.—Mainlaying works in 
Petersfield rural district. Rofe & Rafferty, engineers, 
3, Victoria-st., Westminster. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 31. 

Birkenhead CBC.—Outfalls from MHolm-la. to 

River Fender and Fender Valley sewer. BE&s. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
SEPTEMBER 1. 

Ampthill RDC.—Pumping station and sewers at 
existing pumping station No. 1. Lemon & Blizard, 
engineers, 59, Tufton-st.. SWI. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 12. 

Rhayader RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal 
and water mains. Sir Herbert Humphries & 
McDonald, consulting E, Dixon-st., Merthyr Tydfil, 
Glam. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.— APPOINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend that W. G. Edwards and A. Avery Hall, 9-10, 
Blackfriars-rd., SEl1, be appointed as quantity sur- 
veryors for the erection of flats on the Cherry Garden- 
St. site. 

Holborn.—APpoiINnTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
that Oswald Parratt, FRICS,, Adelaide House, 
London Bridge, EC4, be appointed as quantity sur- 
veyor in connection with the erection of 25 flats on 
the site of Millman-st. and Millman-mews housing 
site. 

Holborn.—CentRAL Liprary.—MH&LG has given 
approval in principle to proposals by MBC for the 
erection of a new central library in Theobald’s-rd. to 
lans by Boro’ A, at an estimated cost of about 
£200,000. 

Shoreditch.—Fiats.—Hsg. Com. 
plans of an H-shaped eleven-storey block of flats 
containing 44 units, and propose that four such 
blocks be erected, one at the Hobbs-pl. area, two at 
the Wenlock Barn estate, and one at the St. Mary’s 


have approved 


estate. The plans were prepared by BS, and Hsg 
Com. have approved the appointment of W. Vv. 
Zinn, BSc, MICE, 172, Buckingham Palace-rd., 


SWI, as consulting E for the reinforced frames of 
these blocks, as well as for a further ten-storey block 
on the Murray-gr./Cropley-st. area. 

Shoreditch.—Fiats.—Revised proposals prepared 
by BS for the erection of a six-storey block of 24 
flats in the Britannia Walk area have been submitted 
by BS and approved by sg. Com. MBC are 
recommended to authorise BS to negotiate with H. 
Richardson & Son, Ltd., builders, Aldrington-rd., 
SWI16, for the erection of such a block, in the event 
of an appeal now being heard being successful. BS 
is also to negotiate with Messrs. Richardson regard- 
ing revised proposals for the erection of two blocks 
designed by BS each containing 25 flats, as blocks 
15 and 16 on the Wenlock Barn estate. 

Shoreditch.—BuiLDING Works Depot.—MBC have 
approved in principle proposals to acquire the site 
of St. Peter’s Church, Hoxton-sq., and to erect on 
this site and on the adjoining site a new building 
works depot at an estimated cost of £16,000. _ TP 
consent has now been received, and site acquisition 
is being carried out for the scheme, which is being 
prepared by BS. 

Southwark.—SHOWROOMS AND PETROL STATION.— 
Proposals by J. Bolland, 25, Kensington-mans., SWS, 
on behalf of T. W. Wilson, for the erection of build- 
ings comprising workshop, showroom, store, offices 
and petrol filling station on tke site of 111-123, 
Crampton-st. and 32-40, Manor-pl., have been given 
TP approval. - iis 

Southwark.—Orricrs.—The erection of a building 
for use as showrooms, workshops, stores and offices 
on the site of 114-118, Southwark Bridge-rd.. pro- 
posed by F. Boreham, Son & Wallace, architects, 
Victoria House. Southampton-row, WC1. on behalf of 
the Dispatch Motors Co., has been given TP consent. 

Southwark.—OrFices.—The erection of offices at 
49-57. Westminster Bridge-rd., Fas been proposed by 
F. S. Snow and Ptnrs., consulting E, Monro-bldgs., 
Wellington-st., WC2. f 

Southwark.—OrFices, SHOWROOMS AND Ww ARE- 
HOUSE.—TP consent has been given to proposals by 
Messrs. Joseph, architects, 10, Lowndes-sq., SWI, on 
behalf of Gresham Securities, Ltd., for the erection 
of a seven-storey building for use as offices, show- 
rooms and warehouse on the site of 4-14, Southwark 
Bridge-rd. and 56, Park-st. 

St. Marylebone. — AppornTMENT. — Hsg. Com. 
recommend that Louis de Soissons, Peacock, Hodges 
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and Robertson, 3, Park Square-mews, 
appointed as architects for the preparation of a re- 
moe housing scheme for Nos. 33-35, Townshend-rd., 


NWI, be 


Wimbledon.—CremaTorIUM.—Borough surveyor is 
Preparing sketch plans and estimate, etc., for pro- 
posed crematorium at Randall’s Park estate. 

Wimbledon.—GaraGE WorKSHOP, ETC.—BC_ has 
recommended North Surrey Area Sub-Committee that 
Permission be given to erection of garage workshop 
and messroom accommodation adjacent to Gap-rd. 
Cemetery and at rear of 80-100, Durnsford-rd. 

Wimbledon.—PO DeEvELOPMENT.—BC has advised 
North Surrey Area Sub-Committee that it offers no 
objection to use of site at rear of Telephone 
Exchange, Compton-rd., as PO garage. 

Wimbledon.—Sports Grounp BUILDINGS.—BC has 
approved scheme prepared by Borough Surveyor for 
dressing-room accommodation and groundsman’s flat 
on Beverley Meads land, Barham-rd., at estimated 
cost of £9,620. 

Wimbledon.—BuitpInc Ptiots.—BC_ has _pro- 
visionally approved division of land of St. Brendan’s 
estate, St. Mary’s-rd., into 16 building plots. 

Wimbledon.—REsIDENTIAL Units.—BC has given 
provisional approval to formation of six residential 
units within curtilage of ‘* Westfield,’ 53, Parkside. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—TC received Min. approval in principle 
for large-scale scheme for alterations and rebuilding 
at Refuse Disposal! Works.—BEL Fitments, Ltd., pro- 
pose extensions to premises at Melbourne Mill. A, 
Bell, Eastham & Heap, 18, Bank-st. 

Alnwick.—Repairs to St. Michael’s Parish Church, 
_ £10,500. T. J. Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chmbrs. 
( 


>. 

Ashford (Kent.).—Rolls-Royce, Ltd., negotiating 
to erect factory for their oil engine division at Ash- 
ford. It has been stated that the Rolls-Royce fac- 
tory will employ 1,400. As workers will need to 
be housed, Rolls-Royce, Ltd., asked local authority 
for assurance that about 350 houses will be provided 
by beginning of 1957. 

Bangor.—TC approved plans for conversion of 116, 
vi into offices for Yorkshire Insurance Co., 

td. 

Barrow in Furness.—BC to prepare plans for erec- 
tion of home for 50 persons; to invite tenders for 
Stage One of new Central Police Station and Magis- 
trates’ Court; approved plans for branch shop and 
youth centre at Hartington-st. for Barrow Co-op. 
Soc., Ltd.; Methodist Church at Holyoak-ave for 
Church Auth. 

Birkenhead.—TC approved plans for 30 houses at 
Buttermere-ave. for Peak Construction Co., Ltd.: 
six houses at Queens-dr. and eight at Bramwell-ave. 
for Dell Investments, Ltd. 

Birmingham.—Trustees of St. Joseph’s Hostel, 33, 
Princip-st., propose extensions to premises. i 
Harrison & Cox, 49, Frederick-rd., Edgbaston. 

Blackburn.—EC to include following in 1956-57 
schools programme:—St. Mary RC Jun. Sch.; Shads- 
worth Sec.; St. Stephen’s C of E Jun.: Shorrock-la. 
Jun. and Infs. and RC Secondary. 

Blackpool.—BC to invite tenders for 61 dwellings 
(Contract No. 6), 97 dwellings and_ six shops and 
maisonettes (Contract No. 7) and 20 dwellings (Con- 
tract No. 8), at Grange Park Estate: also 12 flats at 
Red Bank-rd. and Sandhurst-ave. 

Blyth.—TC to consider erection 
cottages. D. W. Foster, BE. 

Blyth (Northumberland).—TC invited Myton, Ltd., 
Hull, to submit tender for erection of 164 houses in 
Gordon-rd. area. BE, D. W. Foster. 

Blyth.—TC to seek approval to scheme to build 41 
houses at Lawrence-rd., cost £52.439 (to be built by 
contract).—Plans also being prepared by BE, D. W. 
Foster, for 164 Council houses on Gordon-rd. estate. 

Bolton Le Sands.—A. W. Whitehead, South-ave., 
Morecambe, propose erection of Private housing 
estate of 170 houses at Mount Pleasant-la. (inquiry 
held). ‘ 

Bridgnorth.—PC Council of St. Leonard’s Church 
Propose restoration of Church tower. £20.000 est. 
A, Roiser, Cheltenham. 

Brighton.—TC to build two 6-storey blocks of flats 
adjoining Whitehawk estate. cost £106,500. Plans by 
BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd., Brighton 1.—Various repairs 
to be carried out to approx. 1,600 Council houses 
and bungalows on Whitehawk, Manor Farm, North 
Moulsecoomb, South Moulsecoomb, Tarner and 
Balfour estates, cost £57,000. 

Coventry.—TC propose conversion of Messrs. 
Cornercroft’s factory at Queen Victoria-rd. to form 
new shops and flatted factory, £77,000 est. 

Coventry.—MH&LG prepared to consider City C’s 
scheme for £800,000 central swimming baths. At 
next meeting, City C expected to approve compulsory 
purchase orders for proposed site, east of Priory- 
St., centring on old Triumph works. 

Cumberland.—CC to obtain tenders for erection ot 
new secondary school at Cockermouth to cost overt 
£193,000, also proposed to build secondary school 
at Egremont.—Approval given to revised estimates 
amounting to £157,280 for new secondary school at 
Whitehaven Valley. Additions proposed to Kells 
Sec. Sch. (£11,649), and Ingwell Sch., Whitehaven. 
County A, J. H. Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Drayton.—RDC to prepare scheme for erection of 
10 houses at Manor Fields, Childs Ercall. 

Dadley.—TC appointed Webb & Gray, 


of old people’s 


Tixdall 


House, St. James-rd. as A for extensions at Blowers 
Green School. 

arham.—Lay-out plans for 32 flats at New Elvet 
approved, cost £55,850. 
in Gert-pl. and eight in Domini-pl. 


City E (A).—Eight housés 
City E (A), 


THE BUILDER 


—CC approved plans for family group houses at 
Chester-le-Street, Sedgefield, and Hebburn. County 
A, Court-la., Durham (A). % 

Ellesmere (Salop).—UDC propose erection of 18 
houses, eight two-bedroomed houses and 10 bunga- 
lows off Oswestry-rd. 

Ennerdale (Cumberland).—RDC expecting Govern- 
— grant towards £52,000 sea defence scheme at St. 

es. 
Fleetwood.—TC approved erection of 50 houses on 
Scheme No. 5 of West View estate. 

Gateshead.—Blocks of flats in Ann-st. and in East- 
st.; also public library at Wrekenton and proposed 
public baths. BS (A). 

Gosforth.—William Leech, Ltd., builders, 2, 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, plan development of 
land at Fawdon Farm providing for more than 700 
houses. 

Hindley.—Prison Commissioners propose erection 
of prison at Hindley Field. Inquiry to be held. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC approved erection of 
houses on 4.7 acres of land in Burn Park-rd. for 
Sebag Cohen, of Sunderland. MH&LG approved 
UDC’s amended estimate of £130,968 for erection 
of 100 houses on Racecourse Extension Site.—William 
Leech, Ltd., builders, 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, to erect houses in Gillas-la. 

Kirkby Lonsdale.—Hyder Engineering Co., Ltd., 
London, propose construction of new premises. 

Lancaster.—Lancs CC propose erection of aged 
persons’ hostel at Ridge Estate. 

Leeds.—EC approved sketch plans for conversion 
of Bishops House, Weetwood, to form RC Prim. Sch. 

Liverpool.—Number of Il-storey tower-blocks of 
municipal flats to be built on sites overlooking Sefton 
Park review-field, decided in principle by Hsg. Com. 
One site at 52, Ullet-rd.; another at junction Ullet- 
rd./Aigburth-dr.—Another scheme approved _ in 
principle envisages building of two groups of flats 
for aged persons in front of Linnet-la.* flats.’ 
Immediately adjacent to aged persons’ flats, another 
tower-block is planned; and similar tall block pro- 
posed at Brock-st., in Melrose ward, facing Kirkdale 
recreation ground. Dr. Ronald Bradbury (City A and 
director of housing). Hsg. Com. also agreed to 
develop, in  Southdene neighbourhood of_ Kirkby, 
higher densities, as allowed by Lancs. CC. City A to 
prepare plans. Similar decision made regarding por- 
tion of Lee Park estate, Childwall, fronting proposed 
outer circular road, King’s-dr.—MH&LG approved, 
at Kirkby, substitution of 104 four-bedroomed 
houses for 128 houses of smaller type. 

Longbenton.—New headquarters NCB _ three- 
storey building. NCB Kenton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
A). 

Lymm.—Statham Estate, Ltd., propose erection of 
56 houses at Whitesands-rd. and Whitbarrow-rd. 

Middlesbrough.—T. A. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd., 
been appointed A by TC for proposed additions to 
transport depot. Tenders will be obtained at early 
date.—TC await Min. approval of scheme for erec- 
tion of 16 shops and 32 flats on Park End housing 
site.—Specifications in hand for proposed additions 
to Cannon-st. Baths for TC.—BE, J. A. Kenyon, 
authorised to prepare revised scheme for widening of 
Cargo Fleet-la.—TC to obtain tenders from specialist 
firms for erection of 60 three-storey two-bedroomed 
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flats at Pallister Park.—Firms of F. Shepherd & So 
York; Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., Rugby; Higgs & Hi 
Ltd., London; and Leslie & Co., Ltd., Darlingto,’ 
been invited by TC to tender for Proposed repair 
to Town Hall and Municipal Buildings. Consultany. 
Milner & Craze, London.—Danish Bacon Co, Dis 
lington, propose factory in Cargo Fleet-la, ” " 
Middlesbrough.—BC to carry out additions to Col. 


lege of Art at £60,000. Educ. A Caton, 
Middlesbrough.—New church proposed at The 
Greenway, Thorntree, for St. Thomas's Parish 


Church C, and building work expected to Start jp 
autumn. A, W. E. Haslock, 143, Albert-rg. 
Morpeth.—Northern (N & C) Coal Board in toc, 
with RDC regarding erection of houses at Propose; 
mining town of Broadlyne. Board suggested erection 
of 400 houses by end of 1957. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Stage Two of Municipal 
stadium at Ouseburn, cost £35,000. Plans by City 4 
City C recommended to build as experiment one 
storey block of 24 flats for single women. Plans %. 
City A.—Stage One new Town Hall scheme. Thomas 
Barrett & Sons & Ptnrs., London, appointed Q§ hy 
City C.—New street and shopping centre, behing 
Northumberland-st., cost £400,000. City A (A), 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C contemplating ere; 
tion of old people’s home at Spital Tongues. 
Northwich.—UDC propose commencing work 09 
new Memorial Hall this year, £22,000 est. 
Nottingham.—City C approved a plan to acquire 
a site on east side of Castle-rd., Nottingham, for new 
Central College of FE. Work is expected to star 
next summer. 
Notts.—EC propose expenditure of £46,000 {or 
modernisation of Hucknall Beardall Street Cty. Sec 
Sch 


Ormskirk.—BC approved plans for erection of six 
shops at Scott Estate.—Tithbarn Products, Ltd., pro. 
pose erection of factory at 165, Burscough-st. 

Otley.—-UDC approved plans: motor showrooms 
at Cross Green for F Wright. 

Pelton Colliery.—Pithead baths, canteen and medi- 
cal centre. NCB, A Dept., Kenton, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne (A). 

PenrithUDC been approached about site ip 
Wetheriggs area for proposed Methodist Church. 

Peterlee.—136 houses. Development Corporation 
Shotton Hall, Castle Eden, Co. Durham (A). 

Peterlee.—-North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd, 
Gateshead, considering construction of third new 
factory in new town of Peterlee. 

Plymouth.—New Arts building for University Col- 
lege of South-West. First part of College Develop- 
ment plan. Work expected to start early next year 
and building will not be completed before 1958 
West side contains main entrance, and a four-storey 


block of about 70 rooms and lecture theatre to 
accommodate 120 people. North side consists of 
three-storey range of lecture rooms and on south 
is single-storey, containing junior common-room 
Those three sides form a connected group. Fourth, 
of two storeys, comprises geology and geography 
departments, with lecture rooms, library and smal 


museum. Like rest of building it will have flat roof 
for meteorological observations and surveying. A, 
Sir William Holford. . ; 

Purley.—Five schemes involving total expenditure 
of nearly £Ilm. sent to MH&LG by Coulsdon and 
Purley (Surrey) C. They include expenditure of 
£95,000 on swimming bath and underground car 
park at Purley and £100,000 on improvements to 
council’s depot at Purley Oaks. 

Redditch.—UDC appointed Lavender, Twentyman 
and Percy, Waterloo-chbrs., Waterloo-rd., Wolver- 
hampton, as A for proposed chapel and crema 
torium at Abbey Cemetery. ; 

Rothbury.—New stand and racecourse buildings at 
racecourse. Major G. A. Renwick, Holystone Grange 
Rothbury. i 

Rowley Regis.—TC to invite new tenders for eret- 
tion of 34 houses at Tividale Hall estate. Methodist 
Auths. propose erection of church at corner of Elm- 
ter. and Pine-rd., Tividale. . 

Ryton (Co. Durham).—UDC to build houses on 
site of Ryton Rugby Football pitch. S, T. Charlton 
Council’s house-building programme being carried 
out by direct labour. 

Salisbury.—Plans prepared by Porter & Hare 

architects, for erection of proposed civic hall to be 
erected on the site of ‘* Riverside ’’ in Castles 
Plans for City C, who have given approval 
rinciple. ; 
Pr Salop._—EC propose following in 1956/7 school’s 
programme:—Wem_ (revised), £110,094; Stokesay, 
£101,500; Bridgnorth (second sch.), £119,750; Hadley: 
Ketley, £143,250; Madeley Mod. (extensions), £55,250 
Whitchurch Mod. (extensions), £53,250; Much Wet 
lock Mod. (extensions), £16,250: Shifnal Mod. (exter 
sions), £44,000; Wellington Grammar (extensions), 
63,250. : 
. Scarborough.—TC approved modified plans by BE 
H. V. Overfield, for proposed £40,000 crematorium 
near Woodlands Cemetery.—E. Allen, 32, St. 
Nicholas-st., prepared plans for two blocks of fas 
at Stepney-cl. for A. W. Sinclair & Sons, Ltd 
builders, Commercial-st. ’ 

Sheffield.—TC approved sketch plans by City A 
for erection of aged persons’ dwellings under Glead- 
less Valley Housing Development Scheme.—A ppoiniee 
Whitehead and Nodder as QS for reconstruction 0 
war damaged flats at Lee Croft.—TC to lease site # 
Sylvester-st. and Arundel-st. to Russell Bros. for ert 
tion of cutlery factory. 


Southport.—Eight-storey block of 61 luxury fa's 


to be erected at corner of Albert-rd. and Leicestet | 


FRIBA, 28, G 
Hatch & 
Souih- 


st. to plans prepared by R. Seifert, 
Ormond-st., WCl. Managing agents, f 
Fielding, The Albany Galleries, 341, Lord-st., 
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rt. It is expected that construction will start at 
eatly date. . 
Staffs. EC propose following sec. mod. schls. in 
1955/6 programme: —Penkridge, £150,000 est.; Barton 
ynder Needwood, £140,600 est.; Hixon, £103, 000 est.; 
ashley, £95,000 est.; Rocester, Warslow and Water- 
houses, £88,000 each est. ; 
Stockton-on-Tees.—TC received Min. approval to 
eect 18 flats and 25 houses by direct labour on New- 
town housing site. 
§underland.—Hall & Stafford, Sunniside-chmbrs., 
West Sunniside, been appointed QS by EC for pro- 
posed esringson Primary and Infants’ Sch. Plans 
y Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton- 


| -~Martin & Felton, Lloyds Bank- 
chmbrs., Fawcett-st., been appointed QS by EC for 
proposed — Cty. Tech. Sch. for Boys. Boro 
H. ishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd 
-Civil Defence headquarters at Ryhope. 
§, Sunderland RDC (A).—Community centre at 
Grangetown Boro’ A, (A). 
Todmorden.—BC invited Gregory Housing Ltd., 
to submit tender for 12 bungalows on site to south of 
Ferney Lee estate. 
Tynemouth. Plans approved for 
Dove Marine Laboratory. G. E. Charlewood, 


ain a 


extensions to 


New- 





-TC propose erection of 380 houses on 


Kettlethorpe estate, area No. 4 
Wallasey.—Higsons Brewery, Ltd., Liverpool, pro- 
pose rebuilding Railway Hotel at Victoria-rd. A, 


Briggs, Thornley and McLauchlan, Rowal Liver-bldgs., 


Liverpool. 


Warrington.—Alliance Box Co., Ltd., propose 
further large extensions to premises. 
Washington.—140 Council houses, cost £173,087. 
§, UDC, Washington, Co. Durham (A) 

West Bromwich.—Churchfield Spring Co., Ltd., 


propose erection of factory and offices at Bank-st. 
Hall End. A, Simms & Gifford, 323, High-st. West 
Bromwich.—TC. approved plans: factory, offices and 
welfare block at Goldshill for Midland Motor Cylinder 
Co., Ltd.; new sports pavilion at Old Walsall-rd. for 
Coal Industry Social! and Welfare Organisation, 65, 
Waterloo-rd.. Wolverhampton. 

West Lancs.—RDC propose erection of 24 houses 
at Wynstay-ave. 

Whitley Bay.—BE, E. Roberts, prepared prelimin- 
ary report on proposed erection of town hall, open- 
air swimming pool, winter gardens theatre and motor- 
coach station. TC been informed that Northumber- 
land CC may be able to begin reconstruction of 
Marden Bridge (£60.000) mext year, if the MoT 
allows more money for bridge schemes. 
Worksop.——Sheffield Twist Drill & Steel Co., Ltd., 
eg d-st., propose erection of new factory. A, 
B. D. Thompson. 83, Bridge-st. 

Yorks (North Riding).- -Min. approval received by 
EC for 1955-56 programme: Scarborough High Sch. 


for Bovs (£237,000); Richmond C Mod. Sch. 
(£200,000); Eston Central C Mod. Sch. (£112,000); 
Thornaby C Mod. Sch. (£112,000); extensions to 


Schs. 
Eston RC Sch., 


(£75 .000); 


Guisborough Gram. 
Sch., 


Malton and 
Linton-on-Ouse RAF Prim. 
Wilton Prim. Sch. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification, 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments. 


Belvedere (Kent).—For a 
W. R. Jacob (Liverpool), Ltd., 
£130,000. Llewellyn Smith & Waters, MM.BE 
FF.RIBA, 103, Old Brompton-rd.. SW7, Architects: 
consulting engineers, Andrews, Kent & Stone and 
Stinton, Jones & Ptnrs.; quantity surveyors, Gleeds; 
C.A.S. (Industrial Developments), Ltd., industrial 
consultants. Builders: C.A.S. (Contractors), Ltd. 
Steel-frame: T. C. Jones & Co., Ltd. Aluminium 
decking roof: Briggs. Glazing: Mellowes. Heating: 
Young, Austen & Young, Ltd. Electrical: P. H. 
Wheeler. 
Birmingham.—Contracts 


Depart- 


biscuit warehouse for 
to cost approximately 


accepted by the House 
Building Committee (City A’s Dept.) during June, 
1955: 28 dwellings, Leach Heath-la.: *Gilligan Bros., 
£37,229; 8 shops and 9 dwellings, Welsh House Farm 
estate: *C. Bryant & Sons, Ltd., £37,114. 

Bootle.—Erection of St. Alexander’s Church, St. 
John’s-rd.: *Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., Dryden-st., 
Liverpool. 

Brighton.—Extension 


to factory at East Moulse- 


coomb, for New Welbeck, Ltd., and R. J. Adcock 
& Co., Lid. Architects, Clayton and Black and 
Daviel: *Brighton Contractors, Ltd., £10,000 (est.). 
Brighton.—24 flats in two blocks at Hollingdean 
estate (Section 1-G) for TC: 
Wilson & Sons, 115, St. James-st., 

Brighton, 7 , , . £39,894 
R. Corben & Son, Ltd. a - - daoek 
A. C. Jenkins, Ltd., Barnard Garage, 

Ladies Mile-rd., Brighton, 6 oe . 37,329 
Knight Bros. (Brighton), Ltd., 19, Bristol- 

edns.. Brighton, Ae i , .. 36,700 
Beamish (Builders), Ltd., 123, Gardner-rd., 
‘ Portslade : ey ; a .. 36,344 
Rice & Son “Eta. 23, Gloucester-pl., 

Brighton, ‘¢ oe nf i -« Boyan 
John W, Ridge, Ltd., 42, Portland-st., 


Brighton, 1 
A. Alldritt, 79, 
withdrawn) i 
14 aged persons’ bungalows at 
site (Contract No. 1) for TC:-— 


(later withdrawn) 22,353 
Church-rd., Hove, 3 (later 
: 20,038 


Manor Paddock 
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John W. Ridge, Ltd., Brighton, 1 .. £22,210 
Beamish (Builders), Ltd., Portslade .. 20,740 
Knight Bros. (Brighton), Ltd., med 7 19,400 
A. C. Jenkins, pg Brighton, 6 : 8,691 
A. Alldritt, Hove, 3 .. 18,294 
*G. Watts, 86, Whippingham-rd., ’ Brigh- 

ton, 7 18,249 


20 flats in three blocks on site 15. at junction of 
Birdham-rd. and Moulsecoomb-way, for TC:— 

A. C. Jenkins, Ltd., Brighton, . £33,199 
F. T. Wilson & Son, Ltd., Brighton, 7 32,611 
T. J. Braybon & Son, Ltd., Princes-house, 

North-st., Brighton, 1 

Beamish Bros., Ltd., Portslade 

ice Son, Ltd., Brighton, 1 j 
British Railways. The Eastern Region announce 
that the undermentioned contracts have been 
placed 

*A. J. Binns, Ltd., 
supply and complete 
the Ipswich district. 
25-27, Central Chambers, 
slopes between Laindon 
Phi llips, Ltd., Charlton, 
installation of EHV 


99-107, St. Paul’s-rd.. NI: 
erection of lineside fenci in 
*Shepherd Hill & Co., Ltd., 
WS: Stabilisation of cutting 
and Pitsea. *Johnson & 
SE7: Supply, delivery and 
le at New Marshalling Yard 
Temple Mills. *The ightside Foundry & Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., GPO Box 118, Sheffield 1: Supply, 
delivery and erection of boiler plant heating system, 
oil storage equipment and al! piping for new diesel 
lightweight train denot, Norwich. 
Canley.—District fire station for 
Brigade, at Fletchamstead Highway, Canley. The 
building will probably be completed before March, 
1957: *H. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., £37.488. 
Chelsea.—E!lm Park Gardens Conversion 
(Stage V) for BC 
S. Varnev & Co., Ltd. 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, 
H. T. Oliver & Sons, 
t+W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd. 59,320 
The houses included in this stage are Nos. 2, 4 and 
6 and Nos. 33, 35 and 37, Elm Park-gdns., and the 
conversion will provide a total of 20 flats. 


Part 








Coventry Fire 


Scheme 
. £65,892 


64.573 
60.410 


Ltd. 
Ltd. 


Chelsea.—Limerston-st. Housing Scheme for BC. 
Falkus Bros., Ltd. . £88.813 
Humphreys. Ltd. 88.018 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd. 87.732 
William Willett, Ltd. . 87.134 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd. 86.983 
tH. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. 86.887 

Chesterfield.—Extensions at Broad ‘Oak Works for 
Markham & Co., Ltd.: *G. F. Kirk, Ltd., 172, 
Chatsworth-rd.. Chesterfield. 

Chineford.—36 flats. Hatch-la. site, for BC. Archi- 
tect, O. Mansfield Thomas & Associates. Quan- 
tities by A. S. Roberts & Ptnrs.: *Hale Construction 
Co., Ltd., Tottenham Hale. N.17, £83.626. 

Daventry.—Erection of following houses for TC 
(76) *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd.. London, £108.130; 
(62 houses and four bungalows) *Adkins & Shaw, 
Ltd., St. James-st., Daventry. 

Dearne.—Erection of 24 houses at Nicholas-la. for 
UDC: *Bramall & Ogden, Wath-on-Dearne. £30,828. 


Dewsbury and Batley.—Extension to Technical and 
Art College. Architect, Mr. Joseph Fogden. Borough 


Architect and Buildings Surveyor. Town Hall, Dews- 
bury. Quantities by Mr. Joseph Fogden: *J. Wim- 
penny & Co., Ltd., Spurn Point, Linthwaite, nr. 


Huddersfield, £34,726. 


Dudley.—90 new traditional houses at Windmill 
End for BC: *Wates. Ltd., London. £131.436 

Dunstable.—98 houses and flats. Downside estate, 
for BC Architect, Ronald Thurston, ARIBA. 
Quantities by Mr. E. G. Bullock: *Robert Marriott, 
Ltd.. Midland Works, Rushden, Northants, £128.818. 


Glasgow.—Warehouse buildings at 98 to 104. West 
Nile-st., for John Menzies & Co., Ltd., West Nile-st. 
*Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., 80, Park-la., 
WCI, £383,000. 

Glasgow.—Scheme 
semi-detached villas, 


three-storey flats, 
etc., at the 


consisting of 
garage, showrooms, 
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North side of Titwood-rd., and Meldrum-gdns., 
Pollockshaws Way. *William Gordon & Co., Ltd., 
104/106, Crow-rd., Partick, Glasgow. 
Glasgow.—Work is about to commence on a 
£350,000 scheme for the extension of the offices at 
Albion-st., Glasgow, of Beaverbrook Newspapers, 
Ltd. Architects: Sir Owen Williams and Ptnrs., 44, 
Park-rd., . A. Stuart & Sons (Glasgow), 
Ltd., 227, London- rd., Glasgow, E2. 
Gosforth.—Erection ” of 12 three-storey flats at 
Lambert-sq. for the UDC. Surveyor: C. Wyld: 
*William Jackson, 5, Audley-rd., Gosforth, £14,685. 
Gosforth.—Erection of 10 single-storey Unity type 


dwellings in Audley-rd. for the UDC. Surveyor: C. 
Wyld: ; *T. E. Ridley, Back High-st., Gosforth, 
£12,181. 

Greenock.—68 houses at the Knocknair, and the 


Knowe housing sites. Council A, Robert L. Rankine, 
Municipal-bldygs., Hamilton-st., Greenock. *Black- 
burn (Dumbarton), Ltd., Levenbank, Jameston, 
Alexandria, Vale of Leven. 

Greenock.—14 houses at the junction of Inverkip- 
rd., and Gleniver-st. Council A, Robert L. Rankine, 
Municipal-bidgs., Hamilton-st., Greenock. Excava- 
tion, brick, building, and allied works, *Duncan C. 
Campbell, Ltd., Virginia Building Works, Greenock, 
£11,979. Joinery, carpentry, irc nmongery, and allied 
works, *James Blair & Son, Ltd., The Globe Joinery 
Works, Laird-st., Greenock, £6,460. 

Hebburn (Co. Durham).—Factory additions for A. 
Reyrolle and Co., Ltd., on the site of the old Tharsis 
Copper Works. Architects: Cackett. Burns Dick and 
MackKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne 
*Demolition and Construction Co., Ltd., London. 

Heywood.—20 houses at Wolsey-st., 14 houses at 
Peel-la and 7 bungalows at Farm-st. for TC: *James 
Berry, Ltd., Heywood. 

Liverpool.—Erection of Spellow Branch Library for 
TC: *Marshall Bros. (Builders), Ltd., 3/5, Salop-st., 
Liverpool, £26,732. Extensions to factory at 
Heysham-rd. for R. C. Walmsley, Ltd.: *George 
Platt & Sons, Ltd., Oakes-st., Liverpool 3. Erection 
of 79 dwellings at the Woolfhall Heath Estate for 
TC: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard, 
Liverpool, £170,981. 

London.—Ten-storey office block, Portman-sq., W, 
for Commercial and General Properties (London), 
Ltd. Architect: Cecil H. Elsom, ARIBA. QS: Ernest 
R. Babbs: *Higgs and Hill, Ltd. 

London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts over 


£1,000 in value.:— 

Fifeshire: Internal linings, *Wm. Gibson & Co. 
(Builders), Ltd., 25, St. James-st., Paisley. Ayrshire: 
Earthworks, *Whatlings, Ltd., 10, Woodside-cres., 
Gl: 





IL ‘ondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value of 
£500 er over for the week ended July 23:— 

Building work: Lewis & Watters, Ltd., Lime-ave. 
Lillington, Leamington Spa; G. & J. Seddon, Ltd.. 
55, Duke-st., Stoke-on-Trent. Civil engineering: 
William Press & Son, Ltd., Willoughby-la., Totten- 
ham, N17. Resurfacing of runways: Crowl ey Russell 
& Co., Ltd., Castleford, Yorkshire. Painting work: 
C. J. Else & Co., Ltd., 467, High-st., Lincoln; 
Donald Humberstone & Co., Ltd., North Somercotes. 
Lough, Lincs; Reid Bros., 22, Bank-st., Carlisle; A 
Hector Grabham, Ltd., 21, Blandford-st., Sunder- 
land; Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 7, Market-pl., 
Shipley, Yorkshire. Artificers’ work: A. J. Dunning 
& Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Wevhill, nr. Andover, Hants; 
R. Hosken & Son. Gloucester-p!., Newlyn, Penzance, 
Cc ne F. W. Briggs & Son, 408, High-st., Gates- 
head. Co. Durham. 

pa (Metropolitan Police).—Result of tenders 
for Metropolitan Police building works:— 

External cleaning and redecorations, Harlesden PS: 
*C. Bastable, £606 External painting and repairs, 
Chingford PS: *Fisher & Stringer, £620. Alterations 
to outbuildings, Harrow PS: *Elsworthy, Ltd., 
£1,863. External painting and repairs, 1-10, The 
Close, Oaks-la., Ilford: *C. Paine & Sons, £1,624. 
Erection of 7 prefab. huts, foundations, plumbing, 
etc., Hendon Estate: *R. Hart & Sons, Ltd., £28.313. 
External and internal painting and —, By lephone 
boxes, V Division: *F. B. Ellmer, Ltd., £1,683. 

€London (MoW).—Contracts placed by Ministry 
of Works for week ended July 16:— 

Bedfordshire: College of Aeronautics, Cranfield, 
external painting, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Chan- 
cellor’s Works, Croxley-rd.. W9. Cumberland: NAB 
Hostel, Merrythought, Calthwaite, adaptations, repairs 
and redecorations, Exors. of John Kitchen (deceased), 
Lowther-ter., Penrith. Devonshire: Telephone Ex- 
change, Devonport, erection, John Garrett & Sons, 
Ltd., Embankment-la., Prince Rock, Plymouth. 
Essex: Telephone Exchange, Chingford, erection of 
extension, S. Cronin & Sons, Ltd., 161/163, Warley 
Hill, Brentwood, Essex. Gloucestershire: Home 
Office, C.D. Stores, Bishops Cleeve, adaptations and 
repairs, T. Allard & Sons, Worcester-rd., Evesham, 
Worcs. Hampshire: 28/32, Elm-grove, Southsea, 
alterations and repairs, Upton & Winder, Ltd., Hasle- 
mere-rd., Southsea. Lancashire: HMS Hollinwood, 
underlining of warehouse roof, Ogden Bros. (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Fernyfield-rd., Chadderton, Oldham. 
London: Government Buildings, Bromyard-ave., W3, 
external and internal painting, J. W. Green (Painters), 
Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., SW19; Royal Naval College, 
Greenwich, internal decorations, C. & T. Painters, 
Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., NW1I0; Queen Anne’s Mansions, 
Queen Anne’s Gate, SWI, erection of motor room, 
Whvatt (Builders), Ltd., 225, Streatham High-rd., 
SWI16. Staffordshire: BPO and SO, _ Newcastle- 
under-Lyme, Staffs, erection, George A. Poole, Ltd., 
37, Liverpool-rd., Newcastle-under-Lyme. Yorkshire: 
Telephone Exchange, Owlerton, extension, H. 
Gillam & Sons, Ltd., Harland-rd., Sheffield. 

€London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended July 16: 
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Cambridgeshire: Miscellaneous, Holts (Bedford), crane, John Smith (Keighley), Ltd., Keighley. Sheffield.—Erection of large new premises at C 
Ltd., Bedford. Hampshire: Miscellaneous, Liddelow, Lanarkshire: Roadwork, Macasphalting Co., Ltd., berland-st. for GEC, Ltd.: *W. G. Robson, Lid 
Ltd., Wembley. Kent: Supply and installation of Paisley. London: Roofing work, Buckingham & Bamforth-st., Sheflield. Erection of branch librar 
Sons, Ltd., London; electrical installation, T. Clarke | Woodseats for TC: *1. Groves & Sons, Ltd., £17 ae 
& Co., Ltd., London. Monmouthshire: Roadwork, Shoreditch.—Building Works Depot, Hoxton. 
Gulistan Road Construction, Ltd., Leamington. for MBC. It is recommended that the Borougk 
Nottinghamshire: Flooring, W. H. Herries, Carlton. Engineer and Surveyor be authorised to put the con. 
Oxfordshire: Painting and decorating, Fields, Ltd., struction of new depot buildings in hand. Est. cost 
Reading. Staffondshire: Roadwork, Robert M. £16,000, including cost of acquisition of site. 
Douglas (Contractors), Ltd., Birmingham. Wilt- Spennymoor.—Erection of 65 houses at Middle 
shire: Roadwork, Constable Hart & Co., Ltd., Ports- stone Moor for the UDC. Architects: Gray and 
mouth; painting and decorating, Fields, Ltd., Ptnrs., Camden-st., North Shields: *Bell and Ridley 
Reading; hutting, S. W. Foster, Ltd., Bath; miscel- Ltd., North-rd., Durham. a 
laneous, Smith & Lacy, Ltd., Corsham. Yorkshire: _ St. Marylebone.—St. Marylebone Housing Associa. 
Painting and decorating, D, Humberstone & Co., tion and Trust, Ltd., 8, Greville-pl. Council ave 
Ltd., Louth. resolved that they are prepared to consider making a 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C_ received loan sanction Joan and to co-operate with the St. Marylebone 
£1,117,514 for erection of 852 three-storey flats at Housing Association in the development the site of 
Longbenton. *J. M. Black (Jun.), Ltd., Glen-st., No. 8, Greville-pl. for housing purposes | erally, The 
Hebburn. scheme provides for the erection of eight one-room , 
BUILDERS OF THE © Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Work is in hand on the con- and seven two-room flats. *C. Miskin & Son s, Ltd, Vo. 
struction of showrooms for George and Jobling, £35,377. 
Ltd., -coachbuilders. Architect: FE. M. Lawson, Stocksbridge (nr. Sheffield).—Combination Bar and 
\ NORTHERN CO CO — Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne: Continuous Rod Mill for Samuel Fox & Co., Ltd. 
*Harry Kindred, West-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. of Stocksbridge, to cost approx. £24m.: *United Stee 
Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Houses for BC: 68 at Structural Co., Ltd. 
AREA Knutton Farm Estate: *Madew & Wardle, Ltd., Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of Proposed Redbrook 
Market-la., Newcastle, £97,227; 33 at Clayton-la.: Primary School for the EC. Boro’ A: T. C. Hart. NV) 
*F. Hancock (Construction), Ltd., 111, Coventry-rd., ley, 28, The-sq., Stockton-on-Tees: *Moore and A 
Nuneaton, £43,889; 27 at Knutton Farm Estate: *J. Cartwright, Ltd., High-ste Norton, Stockton-on-Tees 10 
Jones, Ltd., Liverpool-rd., £35,802; 15 at Bradwell £46,882 z 
. Estate: *Baddeley Bros., Peel-st. Wolstanton, £20,169. Stoke Newington.—Burma Mews/Green Lanes ex. ek 
THIS interests YOU Nottingham. —Erection of Blenheim Second: ary _ tension housing site for MBC. It is recommended that Ri 
School, Bulwell, for EC: *W. J. Simms, Son and _ the existing contract between council and +Stewart & 
Cooke, Ltd., Haydn-rd., Nottingham, £179,094. Partners, Ltd., of 105, Baker-st., W1, for the erection DI 
The Orrell.—20 houses at Kitt Green estate for UDC. of Chindit House, Wingate House and Orde House be A 
E&S, L. A. Gilbert, AMIMunE. Quantities by Sur- extended to include the erection of a further block of mi 
veyor: *N. James Gee, Ormskirk-rd., Pemberton, 16 dwellings, to be named Mandalay House, and four - 
Wigan. nom. on a pro rata basis, at an estimated cost of fd 
| Renfrew.—100 Corporation houses. Council A, £37,5 Ce 
Archibald Allan, Municipal-bldgs., High-st., Renfrew ates Coldfield.—13 dwellings at Falcon Lodee| 
Cross. *James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., 18/20, George- Estate for BC: *Crossley Bros. (Builders), Ltd., 101, REP 
a iii — siete Sladefield-rd., Birmingham, £16,700. i 
otherham.—110 houses and 34 garages at Kimber- a ee 2 " € 
worth Park Estate for BC: *O. Weaver & Sons, Ltd., Eepeueby-eartes— Sree 24 hows on the 
; Redcar-rd. site for the TC. BE: J L. Watson: 
Hallington-rd., Mexborough, £144,144. *Direct labour. DE] 
Seaham (Co. Durham).—Erection of clothing fac- : v2 : 7 
tory to employ between 200 and 300 girls, Dene Wakefield.— Eight two-bedroomed houses at East- R, 
House-rd., for John Barran and Sons, Ltd., Leeds. ag for TC: *Elvey & Steel, 144, Northgate, 
itects: Cackett, Burns Dick and MacKellar, 21, eeeanc use : : 
Pilsen PSeseenaer Agen: Bh *John Clark and Son, Walsall.—22 flats at St. Matthew’s-cl., Church Hill, POk 
Gregson-ter., New Seaham, Co. Durham. (Work for CBC. Architect, G. A. Jellicoe, FRIBA. Quan- to 
h branches at commenced.) tities by H. J. Venning & Ptnrs.: J & F. Wootton, 
as Ltd., £43,290; *W. Kendrick & Sons, Ltd., Walsall, 
£40,813 (accepted subject to MOHLG Planning 
BERWICK-UPON-TWEED : DURHAM Approval). 
e Wrexham.— Erection of new drill hall at Hightown 
HEXHAM ° MORPETH \ a Barracks: *Alun Edwards, Ltd., Cefn-Bedd, near 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE : TYNEMOUTH qualle eset 


This organisation offers unrivalled and 
expert services, including an advantageous 
Insurance Scheme. 
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INCLUSIVE SUBSCRIPTIONS. 5.Operannum BROAD-AGHESON ————m bili 
ALL ALLIED TRADES WELCOMED (on a a ee. omen ay “ 
‘ecninniuebaaaasaginnimteaes BROAD & CO. LTD. PADDINGTON W2 we 
| THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS | = 

| 26 GT. ORM RN, W.C.1 | 
| Tel.: CHAncery 7583 | STEEL SCAFFOLDING co pr } in t 
| Please send particulars of the advantages of | wooD BLOCK ~ 
membership to: FLOORS bili 
ee ee eRe EM een arenes ee 9a HIGH BEECH ROAD rule 
! i) | STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. ee ul 
Ee eae meinen reer ee ea \ Victoria Works, whe 
| __ eat CUT alone corm tas tH | Polat Plonsent, Wendewerth, 0.18 in | 
tion 
Reg 
duc 
gra 
Dis 
NEG GALBRAITH | 
ees ' wid 
aM US M% BROTHERS LIMITED the 
: has 
Por ete BUILDERS ihe 
. é the 
Building trac CONTRACTORS e : 
: _ & ENGINEERS toe 
Station Works, Telephone:— the 
King James Sh, Waterloo 5474 ee a effo 

: ° egistered Office : Works : 

SEL (3 lines) 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE Ney 
E.C.1 KENT AR 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 ally 





























